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Autumn Precipitation

● Overall dry autumn: September 
and October were both very dry — 
many locations saw precipitation 
deficits of 1–3 inches below normal 
for each month.

● Worsening drought conditions: 
The persistent rainfall deficits led to 
expansion/intensification of drought 
across much of central Illinois. By 
late November, parts of central 
Illinois were experiencing Severe 
(D2) to Extreme (D3) drought.

● Very little relief even with first 
snowfall: Even though the first 
measurable snowfall of the season 
occurred in November (with some 
record-daily snow events), the 
precipitation (liquid equivalent) 
remained well below normal — so 
drought and dry soil/hydrologic 
conditions persisted.
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Autumn Temperatures

● Above-normal temperatures in early 
fall: September saw widespread 
above-normal temperatures: many 
areas in central Illinois were 1–3 °F 
warmer than normal. Highs from 
mid-month onward repeatedly reached 
the 80s and even 90s.

● Warm October: October continued the 
warmth: most of central Illinois 
recorded temperatures 4–6 °F above 
normal. In many locations, the first ~18 
days had highs in the 80s.

● Near-to-slightly-above normal 
November: November temperatures 
veered closer to normal, though many 
sites remained at or slightly above 
climatological average.

● Unseasonably warm extremes late in 
fall: For instance, one central Illinois 
location set a record November high of 
78 °F on 11/14/2025.
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Autumn Snowfall

● First significant snow arrived at end of 
November: On 29 November 2025, a major 
winter storm dropped 5–12 inches of snow 
over much of central Illinois in a 12–18-hour 
period.

● Heavy snow at official observing sites: 
Among the official observing sites, reported 
storm totals include 5.2″ at Peoria, 8.9″ at 
Springfield, and 7.8″ at the Lincoln forecast 
office — all breaking daily snow records for 
November at those sites.

● Snowfall remains exceptional for 
calendar-fall: It is uncommon to get such 
accumulations so early — meaning the fall 
(Sept–Nov) snowfall season effectively began 
with this storm, making fall 2025 snowier than 
“typical” falls.

● Hydrologic/drought implications still limited: 
Despite the heavy snow, given the earlier strong 
precipitation deficits (see Precipitation 
summary), snowpack only partially offsets 
dryness. The snow water equivalent (or melt) 
will help some hydrology, but soil moisture and 
longer-term drought stress likely remain 
elevated — at least until more consistent winter 
snow/rain arrives.
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Climate Statistics for Autumn Creating the Climate Statistics Data Table

Run the program “Data for Monthly Climate Web Story” under the AWIPS Startup Menu/Local 
Applications. This will take a minute or so to run, and send the last full month’s data to a 
printout on LP1. QC the data through WxCoder and/or xmAcis (http://xmacis.rcc-acis.org/)  as 
well as CLMILX, CLMPIA, CLMSPI for ILX, PIA, and SPI

Enter the data into the google sheet climate_summary_spreadsheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yMyz9biZyLRFKMwEscr9vwR9pRQ6SFo-XvC5L1V
0tK8/edit?usp=sharing
Ensure you are working on the proper month’s tab. Feel free to click the “Reset” button to 
clear the editable data before you begin data entry. Once you enter the data, all necessary 
calculations will be done by the spreadsheet. The seasonal pages (e.g. JJA_summer, 
SON_fall, etc.) will not need any data entry. All data is derived from the monthly pages.

Copy and paste the appropriate portions of the spreadsheet into the story (skip snowfall 
columns in summer), and make sure to stretch the table to correct proportions/cell sizes if 
needed.

Note: Jacksonville 2E is official site, but can use Jacksonville instead if 2E is unavailable.

The following links are the seasonal climate summaries 
for area cities. Only the summaries for Peoria, 
Springfield, and Lincoln are considered "official", 
meaning they are the station of record for their 
respective locations. The other summaries are 
"supplemental", meaning another location in the area is 
the official climate station for the city.

Peoria -- Peoria International Airport
Springfield -- Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport
Lincoln -- National Weather Service Office
Champaign -- University of Illinois-Willard Airport
Decatur -- Decatur Airport
Lawrenceville -- Lawrenceville-Vincennes Intnl. Airport
Mattoon -- Coles County Memorial Airport

Climate data for other cities is available at 
https://www.weather.gov/wrh/climate?wfo=ilx

Site Precipitation 
(inches)

Departure 
from 

Normal

Temperature 
(F)

Departure 
from Normal

Snowfall 
(inches)

Departure 
from Normal

Charleston 6.70 -4.13 59.4 2.4 8.6 7.80

Danville 6.78 -3.84 56.7 1.5 7.7 7.20

Decatur 4.73 -4.97 56.7 1.7 M M

Effingham 8.04 -2.07 N/A N/A 1.7 1.10

Galesburg 4.43 -4.84 55.9 3.5 M M

Jacksonville 4.74 -4.74 58.8 4.0 10.8 9.80

Lincoln 5.97 -3.63 56.1 2.0 7.8 7.10

Normal 3.81 -5.69 56.2 2.8 5.0 4.20

Olney 8.12 -3.28 58.7 2.6 0.1 -0.40

Paris 5.70 -4.52 56.7 3.1 3.0 2.40

Peoria 3.67 -5.68 57.5 2.8 5.5 3.90

Springfield 4.44 -4.41 57.7 1.9 8.9 7.60

Taylorville N/A N/A N/A N/A 7.3 N/A

Urbana 4.73 -4.90 58.1 3.7 8.4 7.50

http://xmacis.rcc-acis.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yMyz9biZyLRFKMwEscr9vwR9pRQ6SFo-XvC5L1V0tK8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yMyz9biZyLRFKMwEscr9vwR9pRQ6SFo-XvC5L1V0tK8/edit?usp=sharing
http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=ILX&issuedby=PIA&product=CLS
http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=ILX&issuedby=SPI&product=CLS
http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=ILX&issuedby=ILX&product=CLS
http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=ILX&issuedby=CMI&product=CLS
http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=ILX&issuedby=DEC&product=CLS
http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=ILX&issuedby=LWV&product=CLS
http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=ILX&issuedby=MTO&product=CLS
https://www.weather.gov/wrh/climate?wfo=ilx
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Seasonal Look-Ahead: Winter 2025

● Official outlooks from NOAA's Climate Prediction center show equal chances for above, near, and below normal temperatures 
for most of the area, with below normal slightly favored toward northern IL. Above normal precipitation is favored.

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif

