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National Weather Service
Indianapolis, IN

U.S. Drought Monitor
Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for central Indiana

● SEVERE DROUGHT IN PLACE ACROSS SOUTHWEST 
PARTS OF CENTRAL INDIANA

● Drought intensity and Extent
○ D2 (Severe Drought): Daviess, Greene, Knox, 

Lawrence, Martin, Monroe, Sullivan
○ D1 (Moderate Drought): Howard, Vermillion, 

Parke, Putnam, Morgan, Johnson, Shelby, 
Decatur, Vigo, Clay, Owen, Brown, 
Bartholomew, Jackson, Jennings, Carroll, 
Warren, Tippecanoe, Clinton, Tipton, Madison, 
Delaware, Randolph, Fountain, Montgomery, 
Boone, Hamilton, Henry, Hendricks, Marion, 
Hancock, Rush

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfoind_trd.png


National Weather Service
Indianapolis, IN

Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 4-week change map for central Indiana

● Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change
○ 2 class degradation over much of 

Howard, Tipton, and Madison 
counties

○ 1 class degradation over much of the 
northern half of central Indiana and 
southwestern corner

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoIND_chng_4W.png


National Weather Service
Indianapolis, IN

Precipitation

● For most of central 
Indiana, 
precipitation over 
the past 30 days 
has been 25-50% 
of normal



National Weather Service
Indianapolis, IN

Temperature

● For most of central 
Indiana, average 
temperatures over the 
last month have been 
2 to 3 degrees above 
normal



National Weather Service
Indianapolis, IN

Summary of Impacts
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Low to very low flow on area rivers and streams
● Low to very low pond and lake levels

Agricultural Impacts
● Soil Moisture very dry
● Field tiles running dry

Fire Hazard Impacts
● None reported

Other Impacts
● None reported

Mitigation Actions
● None reported

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf


National Weather Service
Indianapolis, IN

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

● Much below normal streamflow over the East 
Fork White and White basins

● Below normal streamflow over the Wabash

Image Caption: 
USGS 7 day 
average streamflow 
HUC map for 
Indiana valid 
December 13, 2023

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=in
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=in
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=in


National Weather Service
Indianapolis, IN

Agricultural Impacts

● Soil moisture is very dry
● Field tiles are running dry

Link to Latest Indiana Crop Report

Image Captions: 
Left: CPC Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking 
Percentile valid October 3, 2023
Right: Crop Moisture Index by Division. Weekly 
value for period ending Month DD, YYYY

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Indiana/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2023/current_in.pdf
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/cmi.gif


National Weather Service
Indianapolis, IN

Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

● There is about a tenth of an inch to 
half an inch of precipitation forecast 
across central Indiana through 
December 21st, and recent trends 
indicate totals may be lower than 
this



National Weather Service
Indianapolis, IN

Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Drought is expected to 
persist over central and 
southern Indiana over 
the next three months

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

