SPRING 2026 Review

of Weather Conditions Experienced in Central Indiana

**3rd \Warmest on record at Indianapolis**

8th Wettest on record at Indianapolis

58t Least Snowiest on record at Indianapolis

SPRING 2026 Temperature Data for Central Indiana Sites

SPRING 2026 SPRING Season Difference

Station Average Normal Temp From

Temperature Normal
Indianapolis Int’l Airport 57.7 53.2 +4.5
Lafayette 55.6 50.9 +4.7
Muncie 57.0 53.2 +3.8
Terre Haute 58.4 53.6 +4.8
Bloomington 58.9 53.8 +5.1
Shelbyville 57.3 54.3 +3.0
Eagle Creek Airpark 56.8 53.3 +3.5

SPRING 2026 Temperature Extremes Across Central Indiana

Station Highest Temperature Lowest Temperature
Indianapolis Int’l Airport 88 on 3/22 16 on 3/17
Lafayette 850n 3/26 17 on 3/17
Muncie 87 on 5/18 17 on 3/17
Terre Haute 88 on 3/22 17 on 3/17
Bloomington 87 on 3/22 15 on 3/17
Shelbyville 88 on 3/22 16 on 3/17
Eagle Creek Airpark 86 on 3/22 16 on 3/17

This was only the third spring since 1871 when Indianapolis observed the season’s high temperature in
March - following 1910 and 1981 - a once in 52-year occurrence.




March — May 2026 Total Precipitation, Starting Early on 3/1
As Reported By Central Indiana CoCoRaHS Observers
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For the period 700 AM EST 3/1/2026 -to- 1159 PM EDT 5/31/2026, data is unofficial**

Spring precipitation was above normal across the region, and well above normal south of the I-70 corridor. Indianapolis’ 140% of
normal was the 2"9-wettest spring since 1996. Station extremes ranged from 11.64” near Kokomo to 25.00” in Brown County.



SPRING 2026 Precipitation Data for Central Indiana Sites

Site SPRING SPRING Difference Greatest
2026 Season From Daily

Precipitation | Normal Precip Normal Precipitation

Indianapolis Int’l Airport 17.91 12.78 +5.13 2.590n 3/3
Lafayette 13.75 10.61 +3.14 1.57 on 4/27
Muncie 13.10* 11.33 M 2.150n 4/27
Terre Haute 13.79* 12.34 M 2.27 on 4/27
Bloomington 18.72 13.23 +5.49 2.47 on 4/27

Shelbyville 20.05 12.61 +7.44 2.510n3/3
Eagle Creek Airpark 15.11 11.68 +3.43 1.95 on 4/27

*Incomplete Data: Precipitation missing at Muncie on 3/7/26, and at Terre Haute on 3/7, 3/11, and 3/15/26

Spring 2026 Severe & Impactful Weather

MARCH 2026 was active, following central Indiana's recent trend since 2023 for a stormy and/or
rainy early spring season. Heavy rains and a few thunderstorms from the 3/3 morning through
the 3/5 morning totaled 4.00-5.50 inches over the Terre Haute-Bloomington-Seymour areas and
north through the 1-70 corridor. Resultant flooding began on the 3/3 evening in Johnson County
where rapid water accumulation forced the closure of several roads and stranded a vehicle; 3/4
saw Salt Creek flood low-lying areas around Nashville with water encroaching on buildings, while
evening flash flooding washed out a bridge in northern Jennings County. Into 3/5, two water
rescues were needed in Bartholomew County; in Jackson County several semi trucks were
stranded in flooded lowlands, and one person perished in Courtland when attempting to rescue
others in a stranded vehicle. Several rivers crested in at least moderate flood, with the East Fork
White at Seymour reaching Major Flood during the 3/5 morning to 3/6 late day, while Moderate
Flood crests were reached at the Driftwood River near Edinburgh on the 3/6 early overnight and
on the East Fork White at Rivervale on the 3/8 late day. Meanwhile, isolated large hail occurred
from strongest embedded storms, covering roadways in Hendricks County on the 3/3 evening,
while hailstones as large as 1.25" fell in Knox County on the 3/4 morning. Indianapolis observed
2.59" on 3/3, both a daily record rainfall and also the 7th-wettest March day at Indianapolis since
records began in 1871.

Thunderstorms on the 3/11 morning impacted Putnam County to Randolph County and east,
with scattered wind damage focused over the northern half of the Indianapolis Metro; in
Madison County south of Anderson several trees and poles were downed with structural damage
to buildings, while in Delaware County multiple trees and power lines were blown down, and in


https://www.weather.gov/ind/march342026rainflood

Johnson County a semi truck was flipped over on Interstate 65 near Edinburgh. A brief yet more
active gradient wind season followed, bringing back-to-back high wind episodes through the mid-
month. The afternoon of Friday, 3/13 saw 50+ mph gusts recorded around the Indianapolis
Metro and north, with multiple 61-62 mph reports in Marion County and winds as high as 67
mph at Muncie, with semi trucks blown over in Tipton, Madison and Delaware Counties and
damage as far south as Bartholomew County. A somewhat less-intense gradient wind episode
on the 3/15 early to mid-afternoon produced gusts over 50 mph across much of the region and
reports as high as 59 mph at Shelbyville; widely scattered tree and power pole damage was
focused from the Lower Wabash Valley to eastern counties, including a field fire in Madison
County and a large tree downed onto a house in Saratoga (Randolph Co.).

The rest of March brought three more rounds of strong to severe thunderstorms across the
region. On the heels of the 3/15 gradient winds, late evening storms' scattered damaging winds
were focused near the Interstate 69 corridor and east, with multiple reports of 58+ mph gusts in
Marion County, snapped or large trees downed in Bartholomew and Madison Counties, and
several reports of trees and power lines downed over western Rush County. The 3/22 evening
saw a less-common post-cold frontal set-up with copious hail and scattered large hail focused
over three areas: southwestern-most zones with up to 2.0" hail in Bicknell (Knox Co.), Morgan
County to Hancock County with 1.5" hail in southern Marion County, and from Howard County
to Randolph County with up to 1.4" hail in Winchester; widely scattered wind damage in
between the first two areas of larger hail included a blown out transformer in Bedford, measured
gusts of 62-64 mph east of Bloomington to northwestern Jackson County, and trees downed as
far north as Putnam County. Finally, the 3/26 evening featured severe storms focused over a
smaller area from 1.5" hail in Veedersburg (Fountain Co.) and a funnel cloud in Montgomery
County, to a 60 mph gust west of Frankfort that preceded more widespread tree and power line
damage over eastern Clinton County, with severe winds continuing into Tipton County where a
garage roof was blown off and a pole barn was damaged near Goldsmith.

Equally noteworthy through March 2026 were temperatures that were at times unseasonably to
anomalously above normal. The polar jet stream was usually retracted north with frequent
upper-level troughs over the western and north-central United States; this favored storm
systems tracking from the central Plains to Great Lakes, often bringing strong winds into Indiana
from the south or southwest. While Indianapolis observed the 4"-most number of days reaching
80°F (3) and the 3"-most days reaching 75°F (7), most profound were the 13 warm days (reaching
70°F+), which was 10 more than normal and only 1 day shy of the all-time record set in 2012. A
new all-time highest March temperature was set on the 3/22 (see below), the only March day
since 1871 at Indy to exceed 84°F, except for 3/31/1981 (85°F). March 2026 observed 4 record
daily high temperatures at Indianapolis: 79°F (3/6), 72°F (3/9), 88°F (3/22), and 84°F (3/26); and
2 record daily high minimums: 64°F (both 3/10 and 3/31). By comparison, March 2012 tallied 7
record highs and 4 record high minimum temperatures. The month finished as the all-time 5t"-
warmest March at Indianapolis in 156 years, behind March 2012, but also as the 2"%-warmest
since 1946; Indianapolis' average temperature was ~11-13 degrees higher than that observed in
recent, cooler Marches (2013, 2014, 2015, 2018, and 2019). March 2026's warmth was led by
maximums which averaged 61.7°F (also the 5®-highest on record), yet were still 5.4° below 2012's
all-time March average high temperature record.


https://www.weather.gov/ind/mar132026highwinds

Despite the frequent warmth, the overall very rainy month vyielded significant drought
improvement. Severe (D2) to Extreme (D3) Drought that occupied the region's northern to far
west-central third by the 3/3 update, showed considerable improvement from south to north on
both the 3/10 and 3/24 weekly updates, with D2 only remaining across northern Carroll County
by months end. Moderate Drought (D1) continued into April across the region's northern tier
down to Anderson.

APRIL 2026 continued the moderately active pattern established over the previous 6 weeks,
although most of the seven impactful days in April featured only isolated or scattered events.
The 2" brought a line of scattered thunderstorms that produced isolated wind damage from the
Terre Haute area to northwestern Boone County, except in Parke County where outbuildings and
a grain bin were destroyed, with a brief EFO tornado spawned next to Cecil Hardin Lake. 4/3 saw
asingle report of 1.00” hail from a rotating cell on the Warren-Tippecanoe County line. An overall
quieter mid-month included a windy overnight early on 4/13 when Indianapolis Int’l gusted to 64
mph from the west-southwest; 4/14’s afternoon rotating supercells dropped large hail on two
local counties, as large as 1.50” in Boone County and 1.75” in Howard County. The late month
turned more active, starting with a windy day on 4/21 which promoted a 300-acre field fire north
of Anderson that made travel difficult on local roads. A quickly-developing thunderstorm on 4/24
produced damaging winds across the middle of the Indianapolis Metro, with an observed gust to
59 mph at Indianapolis Int’l, and further damage east into Henry County.

The month’s greatest severe episode came in several rounds on 4/27, starting with early
afternoon 1.00” hail across southwestern zones, before more widespread afternoon cells over
the region’s southern third focused hail as large as 1.25” over the Bloomington area, while
damaging winds were most pronounced in Jackson County where nearly 50 power poles were
downed and an EF1 tornado tracked for nearly 4 miles near the Bobtown community. The third
and final round of storms lasted through several evening hours, with damaging winds most
prevalent over western, central and southern counties, where scores of trees and large branches
were downed, as well as multiple trees snapped in Tippecanoe County, a semi truck flipped in
Tipton County, dozens of trees downed onto roads in Lawrence County, and two weak tornadoes
in Morgan County: an EF1 that tracked for almost 3 miles to the southeast of Mooresville, and a
nearby and parallel EFO through the Five Points community. While 4/27’s widespread heavy
rainfall was well-received following what had been a so-far dry April, multiple rounds of
showers/t-storms brought anomalous one-day totals up to around 5.00” along the region’s
southern tier, with flash flooding in Vincennes closing or inundating several roads.

Severe Drought (D2) or worse intensity had occupied at least some portion of central Indiana
since mid-September 2025, and as much as the region’s north-northwestern third through most
of the 2025-26 winter. Following copious March precipitation, the final remnants of D2 lingered
into the first week of April over extreme northern Tippecanoe County and the northern half of
Carroll County, while Moderate Drought (D1) remained across the rest of the northern tier. All
drought was downgraded to Abnormally Dry intensity (DO) on 4/7.


https://www.weather.gov/ind/apr22026severe
https://www.weather.gov/ind/april272026severe

The month’s greatest headline was Indianapolis’ record highest April temperature (60.4°F) since
daily readings began in 1872, surpassing April 1896’s long-standing 59.9°F mark. April 2026
maximums averaged 71.3°F (+7.4 from normal) while minimums averaged 49.5°F (+6.2). Average
daily temperature distribution ranged from 15 days overall slightly below normal, including the
month’s final six days, to 15 days that were 8 to 24 degrees above normal (4/1-4/4, 4/9-4/10,
4/12-4/17, and 4/22-4/24). The warmest afternoons were not as anomalous as in March 2026,
instead a more consistent mild trend with fewer outliers drove April’s all-time record: 13 days
reached 75°F (tied for 2"¥-most in 155 years), 18 days reached 70°F (tied 3 other years for most
ever), and 23 days reached 65°F which broke 1985’s old record of 22. Morning lows were
generally less anomalous, although four calendar days observed minimums held to 65°F or higher
(4/3, 4/13-4/15), tying 2001’s all-time April record. These four minimums also accounted for all
of Indianapolis’ daily record highs in April: 3'/67°F (old 62, 1928), 13%/65°F (old 63, 2018),
14™/69°F (old 66, 1883), and 15%™/65°F (old 62, 2002); with the 14%s additionally tying
Indianapolis’ all-time highest April minimum that had been observed five other times, starting in
1872. This was the first time Indianapolis observed record temperatures on three consecutive
days since June 14-16, 2022’s high minimums. April 2026’s monthly temperature record followed
other recent all-time monthly extremes: the record warmest September (2019) and May (2018),
record mildest February (2017) and record coolest July (2014).

Indianapolis’ March-April 2026 combined average temperature* (55.5°F) fell just shy of tying the
corresponding all-time warmest outlier from 2012 (55.6°F), while all other years averaged 53.7°F
or lower for this two-month period. Despite their nearly-identical value, 2012’s was led by a
super-anomalously warm March whose average temperature (56.6°F) actually exceeded April
2012’s average. March-April 2026 had the highest-ever average high temperature (66.5°F),
surpassing 2012’s (66.2°F), while the average low temperature (44.5°F) was only third highest —
behind 1878 (45.3°F) and 2012 (45.0°F).

*Combined average temperatures for multi-month periods are an average of monthly, not daily, temperatures

MAY 2026 followed the same trend set as May 2025: noticeably less storm activity than the two
preceding spring months, with severe weather and/or flash flooding occurring within central
Indiana on only three days. Indiana did not record any tornadoes from April 27t", 2026 through
the month of May — the first such occurrence since 2021.

May 18 brought afternoon thunderstorms will damaging winds over west-central to central
counties. Damage reports across nine zones were led by a significant number of downed trees
and power poles in Owen County, while several trees and power lines were also blown over in
Morgan County; in Boone County the Indianapolis Executive Airport north of Zionsville measured
a 61 mph gust. The 18%s heavy downpours produced an area of widespread 2.00-3.00” rainfall
from the Spencer area east-northeast into Rush and Henry Counties. Resultant flooding was
most pronounced in Knox, Putnam, Owen, Marion, and Hancock Counties; at Paragon (Morgan
Co.) sandbags were deployed when rain water flooded a house.


https://www.weather.gov/ind/may182026severe

May 19t saw a more classic late-afternoon thunderstorm episode of damaging winds across the
northern Indianapolis Metro area over to a couple eastern zones. Hamilton County had
numerous reports of downed trees/utility poles, although most noteworthy was a semi truck
blown over on Interstate 69 in northern Delaware County; a 60 mph gust was observed at the
Columbus Municipal Airport. Additional very heavy rainfall was confined to a small, mainly far-
southern area, with reports up to 4.12” in Daviess County. Only minor river flooding followed
these consecutive days of storms, except at Seymour where the East Fork White River reached
moderate flood levels on the 20t-22",

Isolated downpours on the 27 produced a couple ~3.00” rainfall reports, with a small flash flood
in far northeastern Morgan County where a partially-submerged vehicle required a water rescue.

For info on severe weather in other areas during the SPRING season, visit the Storm Prediction
Center “Severe Weather Event Summaries” website at spc.noaa.gov/climo/online

Summer 2026 Outlook for Central Indiana

The official outlook for the 2026 summer season (June—August) from the Climate Prediction
Center, indicates equal chances of above, below, or near normal temperatures for Indiana. The
outlook also indicates equal chances of above, below, or near normal precipitation across the
Midwest. At Indianapolis, the normal summer temperature is 74.3°F. The normal summer
precipitation is 12.57”.

All data prepared by the NWS Indianapolis Weather Forecast Office’s Indiana State Climate Team
Questions should be referred to nws.indianapolis@noaa.gov



https://www.weather.gov/ind/may192026svr
file:///C:/Users/AWT/Desktop/SP.Cli-%20IND%20MonthlySum/SP.Cli%202021%20MonthSumm/2021-91011/spc.noaa.gov/climo/online
mailto:nws.indianapolis@noaa.gov

Indianapolis Spring 2026 Monthly Data

INDIANAPOLIS MARCH 2026 SUMMARY

Average Temp | Precipitation Snowfall | Highs 270°/80°
March 2026 50.6 7.66 1.8 13/3
Normal March 42.4 3.69 3.2 3/0
Diff from Normal +8.2 +3.97 -1.3 +10/+43

MARCH 2026 All-Time Ranks...

Precipitation: 8" Wettest (Tied)

Temperature: 57" Warmest

Snowfall:

INDIANAPOLIS APRIL 2026 SUMMARY

72" Least Snowiest

Average Temp | Precipitation Snowfall | Highs =70°/80°
April 2026 60.4 3.32 0.0 18/6
Normal April 53.6 434 0.2 10/2
Diff from Normal +6.8 -1.02 -0.2 +8/+4

APRIL 2026 All-Time Ranks...
Precipitation: 72" Driest

Temperature: *ALL-TIME WARMEST*

INDIANAPOLIS MAY 2026 SUMMARY

Average Temp | Precipitation Snowfall | Highs =70°/80°
May 2026 62.0 6.93 0.0 17/6
Normal May 64.0 4.75 0.0 21/10
Diff from Normal -1.6 +2.18 0 —-4/-4

MAY 2026 All-Time Ranks...
Precipitation: 20" Wettest

Temperature: 67" Coolest (Tied)

INDIANAPOLIS SPRING 2025 SUMMARY

Average Temp | Precipitation | Snowfall Highs = 70°/80°
SPRING 2026 57.7 17.91 1.8 48/15
Normal SPRING 53.2 12.78 3.4 33/12
Diff from Normal +4.5 +5.13 -1.6 +15/+3

SPRING 2026 All-Time Ranks...
Precipitation: 8" Wettest

Temperature: 3™ Warmest

Snowfall:

58th Least Snowiest




