THE KINGDOM OF TONGA
NATIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE
NATIONAL EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTRE

SITUATION REPORT

This situation report released by the National Emergency Management Office (NEMO) is to
inform operational partners on current situation of secondary effect of the Hunga Tonga
Hunga Ha'apai (HTHH) Volcanic eruption. This Situation report (Sitrep) covers the period
stated above. Frequency of reports will depend on availability of new information and
evolving operation.
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Background

The Tonga Geological Services commenced reporting on the Hunga Tonga Hunga Ha'apai
(HHTH) volcanic activity on 20 December 2021. For all flights, the aviation colour was red
to advise that it was not safe to fly. Ash was detected. '

TGS advised that 6 days later there was intermittent gas and the aviation warning was
orange, less gas in air.

TGS further advised that on day 13, last ash and dust from eruption was detected drifting
North East to Ha'apai Group.

Day 14 TGS advised that there was intermittent steam/ gas eruption, with aviation code
downgraded to yellow.

TGS advised that on Day 15, on 2 January 2022 was the last steam/ gas eruption for this
initial series of volcanic activity.

Current situation

o TGS reissued alert on 14t January 2022, following volcanic activity and Tongatapu and
‘Eua communities impacted by the smell of sulfur. _

o The National Emergency Operations Centre remains activated 24/7 and will monitor
TGS reports and advice and respond to any impacts on the community.

o Tonga Met issued a Tsunami Marine warning from the National Tsunami Warning
Centre.

o NEOC will also remain in close contact with the National Tsunami Warning Centre run
by Tonga Met to be kept up to date to better prepare the Tongan community.

e NEMO is issuing public health advisories especialy for those with respiratory concerns
and vulnerable communities such as pregnant women, following public notice from TGS
and Tonga Met on the volcanic activity and the tsunami marine advisory.

o NEMO is providing updates via social media.

Further updates
The next Sitrep will be provided in a few hours.



