Drought Information Statement for Southeast Georgia and

Northeast Florida
: Valid April 25, 2025

: ssued By: National Weather Service Jacksonville, FL
- - Contact Information: Jason.Hess@noaa.gov & Kelly.Godsey@noaa.qov

e This product will be updated May 2, 2025 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/jax/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Severe to extreme drought now across parts Flagler and Marion
Counties.
Recent warm and dry conditions have led to rapid deterioration of

drought conditions.
Little to no rainfall is expected over the next several days.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
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e Severe to extreme drought has developed across
northeast Florida, mainly in Marion and Flagler
Counties.

e Keep in mind that rainfall that fell after 7 AM ET
Tuesday is not accounted for in this week’s
drought monitor.

e Drought intensity and Extent
o AR - o5 southeast

Marion County, FL

o D2 (Severe Drought): across Central Marion
County, FL eastward into Flagler County, FL

o D1 (Moderate Drought): across the
remainder of Marion County, FL eastward
through southeastern Putnam County, FL
and into southern St Johns County, FL

o DO (Abnormally Dry): across the remainder
of the Jacksonville forecast area.
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Yoy >»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for southeast GA and North FL

U.S. Drought Monitor
L

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (D0O) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 04/22/25

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid April 22, 2025

National Weather Service
Jacksonville, FL


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfojax_text.png
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Yoy >»> Link to the latest 1-week change map for southeast GA and North FL

e One Week Drought Monitor Class Change:
o Drought Worsened: across much of
Southeastern Georgia and Northeastern

Florida.

o Drought Improved: No portion of the

area has shown improvement.

o No Change: Along the Altamaha River
Basin in Southeast Georgia and the lower

Santa Fe Basin in Northeast Florida.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map

Drought Change Since Last Week

-3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 04/22/25

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 1-week change map valid April 22, 2025

National Weather Service
Jacksonville, FL


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoJAX_chng_1W.png
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Data Courtesy:
NWS Observations
University of Florida - Florida Automated Weather Network
University of Georgia Weather Network

Suwannee River Water Management District

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;

image courtesy of Drought.gov

é Precipitation

2N ”»> Note: Precipitation after 7 AM EST/6 AM CST Tuesday is incorporated in next week’s Drought Monitor

90-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;
image courtesy of Drought.gov

Image Captions:

Left - 30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation for the Southeast US
Right - 90-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation for the Southeast US
Data Courtesy NWS Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System.

Data over the past 30 and 90 days ending April 24, 2025

National Weather Service
Jacksonville, FL
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7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly
e Temperatures have been on a R

warming trend over the last week
e For the month of April, temperatures
were much above normal at the first
of the month and have been
trending above normal over the last s
7 days.

April 1 - April 24 K‘J@

Average High Average Low
(Departure) (Departure)

Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F) Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)

Jacksonville | 83.7° (+4.5°) 58.3° (+2.6°) L I

Craig Field 81.6° (+3.3) 59.9° (+2.7°) O I — I
0 1 3 4 6 8 0 1 3 4 6 8

Oca la 86.40 (+3 10) 58.70 (+ 1 .90) Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 04/12/25 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 04/12/25
courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov

Gainesville 85.2° (+4.4°) 58.1° (+3.2°)

Alma 81.8° (+2.8°) 55.2° (+2.6°)

Image Captions:

Left - 7-Day Departure from Normal High Temperatures for the Southeast US
Right - 30-Day Departure from Normal High Temperature for the Southeast US
Data ending April 24, 2025

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
U.S. Department of Commerce JaCkSO nVI lle, FL
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& Summary of Impacts
ndition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

s> Links: See/submit Co

** *
Hydrologic Impacts
While most rivers remain at above normal flow over the last 14-28 days, some localized low flow conditions are

[ ]
already present in the upper Santa Fe Basin and in the Black Creek Basin.

e Real time flow conditions are trending below normal across the entire area due to lack of rainfall

Agricultural Impacts
e Florida: none reported last 7 days

e (Georgia: none reported last 7 days

Fire Hazard Impacts
Keetch-Byram Drought Index values in the 400-600 range in Marion, Putnam, and Flagler Counties. Values decrease

. -
into the 200-400 range (highest south) while moving into Southeast Georgia.

A county burn ban is in effect for Flagler County.

[ ]
Several active wildfires are present in Northeast Florida, especially in Putnam and Flagler Counties

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.

National Weather Service

National Oceanic and
Jacksonville, FL

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf

e Streamflows across the Altamaha River remain at
normal levels for this time of year.

e Lower end normal to below normal conditions are
appearing in streamflows across the Upper Santa
Fe Basin and Black Creek Basin.

e Over the near term, non-tidal river levels are
expected to continue decreasing with the lack of
widespread heavy rainfall.
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Image Caption: USGS 28 day average streamflow map valid April 24, 2025

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
v Jacksonville, FL

U.S. Department of Commerce



Soils are quite dry across
southeast Georgia and
northeast Florida.

Soils have been drying
across the majority of our
area given the hot, dry
conditions recently.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Column~—Integrated Relative Soil Moisture (available water; %) valid 12z 25 Apr 20: 1-Week Difference in Column Relative Soil Moisture (%) valid 12z 25 Apr 2025

Precipitation in previous hour (1,2,5,10,15,20,25 mm contours)

Image Captions:

N —28-24-20-16-12 -8 —4 —2-0.101 2 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32

Left: 0-200 cm Relative Soil Moisture from NASA SPoRT valid April 25, 2025
Right: 0-200 cm Relative Soil Moisture 1-week Change from NASA SPoRT valid through April 25, 2025

2025 Crop Reports
Florida | Georgia

National Weather Service
Jacksonville, FL


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/FL_2025.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Charts_and_Maps/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2025/GA_2025.pdf
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«"4'* " ,o,‘? Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Keetch-Byram Drought 7-Day Siqgnificant Fire Potential Outlook from the Southern Area Coordination Center
Index values are increasing
across the region and are
highest in Marion, Putnam,
and Flagler County where
localized spots are above
600. Values decrease into
the 200-400 range
(highest south) across the
forecast area.

The outlook for May calls
for above normal wildfire g

O <=0 O o100 W >0

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
May 2025

Keetch-Byram Drought Index: 24-Apr-25

Puerto Rico
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PREDICTIVE!
SERVICES

I
ire Center

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

M Above Normal [ State Boundary
Below Normal [ Geographic Area Boundary
Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary

potential across Northeast |"|Ea=8ss"™ e ;
Florida and Coastal SE WFAS-MAPS Graphics FIRE BEHAVIOR RESEARCH MISSOULA, MT
Geo rgia Image Captions:

Left - Keetch-Byram Drought Index valid April 24, 2025 (Wildland Fire Assessment System)
Right - Significant Wildland Fire Potential for May 2025 (National Interagency Coordination Center)

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration leelesmrndlle, (5

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://fsapps.nwcg.gov/psp/npsg/forecast#/outlooks?state=map&gaccId=9
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é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

#***

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for April 24,
2025-May 1, 2025

e |solated showers and thunderstorms
are possible late this weekend and
into early next week, however,
widespread heavy rainfall is not
expected.

e Most areas will likely remain rain-free
through the next seven days.

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 04/24/25

Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast
valid Thursday, April 24 through May 1, 2025

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
v Jacksonville, FL

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif
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‘& Long-Range Outlooks

O ”s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Temperature Outlook for May 1, Seasonal (3-Month) Precipitation Outlook for May 1,

® The next 3 months favor above normal 2025-July 31,2025 2025-July 31,2025
temperatures and slightly above e ’
normal precipitation. This increased
precipitation signal is likely tied to start
of the summer seabreeze season in
June, which starts the rainy season in
SE Georgia and NE Florida.

May June

Average| Temp | Rain | Temp

Rain

Jacksonville
. H Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures Pro of Below-Normal Pr
Craig Field | | [T N [
33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100% 33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%
Ocala
of Above-Normal Temperatures Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation
Gainesville ] ]
33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100% 33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%
Alma of Near-Normal T es Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation
33% 40% 50% 33% 40% 50%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated:04/17/25  Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 04/17/25

Image Captions:

Left - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Temperature Outlook.
Right - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Precipitation Qutlook.
Valid May 2025 through July 2025

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
U.S. Department of Commerce JaCkSO nVI lle, FL



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/off14_prcp.gif
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‘& Drought Outlook

vy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e Through May, drought is expected to persist or :g;;f;':,'y‘;'fgg;;’ Rronghsoutkenkikanapllis?,
even worsen across the region. =g

e With the expected start of the rainy season in
June, drought improvement is indicated by the

end of July.
Y A )
Drought Is Predicted To...
Persist Improve End Develop No Drought
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 04/17/25
Links to the latest: Image Caption:

Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Released April 17

Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook valid for April 17, 2025 through July 31, 2025

Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
U.S. Department of Commerce JaCkSO nVI lle, FL



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

