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to create a map, 
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interactive 
version to zoom/ 
screenshot:
https://arcg.is/C
Wi94 
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Key Messages
● The flood potential across eastern Kentucky is 

normal for spring. 

● Minor to moderate flooding is possible along 
portions of the Kentucky, Red, and 
Cumberland River basins. (Greater than or 
equal to 25% chance).

● There is potential for a greater flood risk to 
evolve late March into April.

● Significant rainfall and the potential for more 
persistent thunderstorm activity will be the 
main drivers for flooding.
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Key Ingredients Antecedent 
Conditions 

Impact to Spring 
Flooding 

Late Winter 
Precipitation/ 
Temperatures

Below 
Normal/Above 

Normal
Normal Risk

River Levels
Near to 
Below 
Normal

Normal Risk

Soil Moisture Below 
Normal Lesser Risk

Spring Weather 
Outlook

Above 
Normal Greater Risk

Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:

Normal Risk

The flood risk across eastern Kentucky is normal for 
spring. There is potential for a greater flood risk to 
evolve late March into April. Significant rainfall and 
the potential for more persistent thunderstorm 
activity will be the main drivers for flooding. 

Risk Potential: Lesser Risk Normal Risk Greater Risk To Be Determined
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Late Winter Precipitation and Temperature
Above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation since February 1stThis information 

can be 
contained on 
one slide, with 
1-3 images 
shown and a 
little text. If 
offices need a 
second slide to 
show off this 
info there is a 
duplicate on the 
next slide.

Once an office 
decides on their 
images, they can 
be inserted by 
link (Insert> 
Image>By URL) 
and then they 
should be able to 
be updated with 
the DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images option 

Accumulated Precipitation Departure from Mean 
(inches) since February 1st

Average Temperature Departure from Mean 
(degrees F) since February 1st
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River and Reservoir Levels
Current streamflow across eastern Kentucky

● Most river levels within the 
Kentucky River Basin are running 
near to below normal, although 
some of the upstream tributaries, 
particularly closer to the headwater 
locations are running above to well 
above normal (due to recent 
rainfall).

● The headwaters of the Cumberland 
River Basin are running above 
normal (due to recent rainfall), with 
near to below normal conditions 
seen further downstream.  

● Most rivers along the Levisa Fork 
of the Big Sandy River Basin are 
running below to much below 
normal, although some of the 
smaller upstream tributaries are 
running above normal (due to 
recent rainfall).   

● Reservoirs across the area are also 
running near their winter pool 
elevations. 



National Weather Service

5:28 PM EDT
March 12, 2026

Jackson, KY
National Weather Service

Soil Moisture 
Below Normal Soil Moisture Across Eastern Kentucky Currently
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Long Range Flood Outlook
Probability of exceeding flood stage through May 

Greater or equal to 50% (Expected)

● 1 in 2 chance of 
exceeding this

                river level and 
                    associated flood   

        category

Greater or equal to 25% (Possible)

● 1 in 4 chance of exceeding this 
river level and associated flood 

category

Greater or equal to 10% (Reasonable 
Worst Case Scenario)

● 1 in 10 chance of exceeding this 
river level and associated flood 

category

    Major
    Moderate
    Minor 
    No flooding
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7 Day Precipitation Forecast
March 12 - March 19, 2026

To be optionally 
included if 
something in the 
7 day forecast 
will be relevant 
to near term 
possible spring 
flooding
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Optional 
slide for 
additional 
LRO 
information. 
More slides 
can be 
added as 
needed. 

8 to 14 Day Outlook
March 6 - 12, 2026
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https://www.cp
c.ncep.noaa.go
v/products/pre
dictions/long_r
ange/ for the 
needed 3 
month outlook 

Weeks 3-4 
outlooks are linked 
images and can 
be updated by 
running DSS 
Builder > Update 
Linked Images.  

Offices are 
welcome to use 
the CPC outlooks 
that best enhance 
their messaging, 
and can zoom 
in/crop as needed. 

These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks ahead

3 to 4 Week Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
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Weeks 3-4 
outlooks are linked 
images and can 
be updated by 
running DSS 
Builder > Update 
Linked Images.  

Offices are 
welcome to use 
the CPC outlooks 
that best enhance 
their messaging, 
and can zoom 
in/crop as needed. 

https://www.cp
c.ncep.noaa.go
v/products/pre
dictions/long_r
ange/ for the 
needed 3 
month outlook 

Spring Seasonal Outlook
These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the months ahead

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
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Additional Resources
NWS Jackson, KY Website
Ohio River Forecast Center

River Observations and 
Forecasts for East Kentucky

NWS Jackson, KY on 
Facebook

NWS Jackson, KY on Twitter
Flood Safety Information

USGS Stream Flow for 
Kentucky

Key Messages
● The flood potential across eastern Kentucky is 

normal for spring. 

● Minor to moderate flooding is possible along 
portions of the Kentucky, Red, and 
Cumberland River basins. (reater than or equal 
to 25%).

● There is potential for a greater flood risk to 
evolve late March into April.

● Significant rainfall and the potential for more 
persistent thunderstorm activity will be the 
main drivers for flooding.

Copy and 
paste key 
messages 
from first 
slide

Offices will need 
to update some 
of the local links 
to their pages. 

Offices are also 
welcome to add 
more resources 
links

https://www.weather.gov/jkl/
https://www.weather.gov/ohrfc/
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/jkl
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/jkl
https://www.facebook.com/NWSJacksonKY
https://www.facebook.com/NWSJacksonKY
https://twitter.com/NWSJacksonKY/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/Kentucky/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/Kentucky/

