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NOAA, through predecessor 
agencies, has been serving the 
Florida Keys since the mid 1800s. 
A federal weather service has 
been serving the Keys since 1870, 
with the crea�on of ‘The Division 
of Telegrams and Reports for the 
Benefit of Commerce’ under the 
United States Army Signal Corps.

T h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  b y  t h e  N O A A  H e r i t a g e  P r o g r a m
V i s i t  w e a t h e r. g o v / ke y  to  s e e  m o r e  d e ta i l s  o n  e v e nt s  l i s te d  h e r e

KEY WEST WEATHER OFFICE &
CLIMATE OBSERVATION SITE LOCATIONS

12/01/1870 - 07/31/1871  Ti� & Co. Building
                   (Wall Street and Tifts Alley)

08/01/1871 - 02/28/1872  Jefferson Hotel
                   (~114 Duval Street, near Front Street)

03/01/1872 - 02/28/1882  Louvre Hotel
                   (Front Street, near Fitzpatrick Street)

03/01/1882 - 03/30-1886  Wall & Co. Building
                   (Front Street and Exchange Street)

04/12/1886 - 12/31/1886  U.S. Naval Depot
                   (Front Street and Whitehead Street)

01/01/1887 - 05/22/1903  Waite Building
                   (Duval Street and Wall Street)

05/23/1903 - 09/30/1911  Weather Bureau Building
                   (Front Street and Eaton Street)

10/01/1911 - 01/22/1913  Island City Bank Building
                   (205 Duval Street, near Greene Street)

01/23/1913 - 03/28/1950  Weather Bureau Building 
                   (Front Street and Eaton Street)

03/29/1950 - 02/28/1958  U.S. Post Office Building
                   (Simonton Street and Caroline Street)

03/01/1958 - Present     Key West Interna�onal Airport
                   (Multiple locations, including ASOS sensor suite)
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Thank you to our partners!

EVENT ICON LEGEND

Hurricane ImpactM

Monroe County

Dry Tortugas

Rainfall Observa�ons

Temperature Observa�ons

1870

Na�onal Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administra�on (NOAA)

U.S. Army Signal Corps

U.S. Weather Bureau

Upper-Air Observa�ons

Radar Technology

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards

Satellite Technology

NOAA’s Na�onal Weather Service

NOAA’s Na�onal Marine Sanctuaries

ASOS Observa�ons

1960
Weather Radio 

broadcasts begin 
in Chicago and
New York City

1835
September 15-17
First documented 
hurricane strikes 

Key West

M

1846
October 11

Great Havana Hurricane

M

1852
August 22

Hurricane makes 
landfall in the
Dry Tortugas

(first known landfall for
the Florida Keys)

1888
August 16

M

1906
October 18

1906 Florida Keys Hurricane

M

1909
October 11

1909 Hurricane

M

1910
October 17
1910 Cuba Hurricane

The Cyclone of the Five Days

M

1915
August 14

M

1917
September 26

M

1919
September 10

1919 Florida Keys Hurricane
The Key West Hurricane

M

1921
October 24

M

1924
October 22

M

1926
September 18

M

1926
October 20-21

M

1929
September 28
1929 Bahamas Hurricane

M

1933
September 1

M

1933
October 4-5

M

1935
September 2

Labor Day Hurricane

M

1935
September 28

M

1944
October 18

M

1945
September 15

M

1947
September 17

M

1948
September 21

1948 September Hurricane

M

1948
October 5

1948 October Hurricane

M

1950
October 17

Hurricane King

M

1960
September 10

Hurricane Donna

M

1964
October 14

Hurricane Isbell

M

1965
September 8

Hurricane Betsy

M

1966
June 8

Hurricane Alma

M

1966
October 4-5

Hurricane Inez
(First hurricane to move 

along en�re Florida Keys)

1987
October 12

Hurricane Floyd
(Two Florida Keys Landfalls: 
Lower Keys & Upper Keys)

1992
August 24
Hurricane Andrew

M

1998
September 25

Hurricane Georges

2005
October 24

Hurricane Wilma

M

2017
September 10

Hurricane Irma

M

1822
Se�ling of 

modern Key West

1823
July 3

Founding of 
Monroe County

1825
Garden Key

(Dry Tortugas) &
Key West Lights 

established
(first in the Florida Keys)

1830s
Key West is the 
richest city per 

capita in the 
United States

1831
January 1

Diary of the Weather observa�ons
begin under supervision of the

Surgeon General’s office

1832
October
Rainfall 

observa�ons 
begin at

Sand Key Light

1840s
Key West’s 
popula�on 

surpasses 2,000

1846
December

Construc�on 
begins on

Fort Jefferson
(Dry Tortugas, ~70 miles

west of Key West)

1848-1852
Survey of the 

Coast of the U.S. 
maps Florida Keys
(NOAA predecessor agency)

1853
First library opens 

in Key West

1859
May 16

Key West suffers 
its first major fire
(burning over 100 structures)

1860
Pineapple 

farming takes off 
in the Keys

1860s
Nearly 2,000 

people living at 
Fort Jefferson

1870
February 9
First federal 

weather service 
begins in the
U.S. Army’s
Signal Corps

1870
November 1
Synchronized 

weather readings 
begin at Key West 

and 23 other 
Signal Corps sites

1871
January 1

Consistent rainfall 
records begin at 

Key West

1872
July 1

Temperature 
records begin at 

Key West

1875
October 1

Signal Corps 
establishes 
Hurricane 

Warning Flag 
system

1880
July 19

High of 97°F
becomes the 

ho�est Key West 
temperature

on record

1886
January 12
Low of 41°F

becomes the 
coldest Key West 

temperature
on record

1886
March 30

Great Fire of
Key West

(two-thirds of commercial 
district lost, including the 

weather observing sta�on)

1870

1890
October 1

Weather service 
transfers to U.S. 
Department of 

Agriculture, 
renamed the U.S. 
Weather Bureau

1892
September

Monroe County 
establishes the
public library
(South Florida’s first

public library system)

1870

1898
Weather Bureau 
establishes first 

Hurricane 
Warning Office 

(Kingston, Jamaica)

1912
January 22

First FEC Railway
train arrives in

Key West via the 
Overseas Railroad 

1919
May

Upper-air 
observa�ons 

begin in Key West

1937
November 14

Officials dedicate 
1935 Labor Day 

Hurricane 
Memorial

(Upper Matecumbe Key)

1938
Overseas Highway 

to Key West 
opens to public 

1870

1940
June 30

Weather Bureau 
transfers to the 

U.S. Department 
of Commerce

1942
September

Upper-air 
observa�ons 

begin at Naval Air 
Sta�on Key West 

on Boca Chica

1950
July 1

Coopera�ve 
weather 

observa�ons 
begin at Fort 

Jefferson

1870

1957
July 1

Weather Bureau 
moves to the 

Key West Airport

1957
July 1

Upper-air 
observa�ons 

begin at Key West 
Interna�onal 

Airport

1959
June 26

First weather 
surveillance radar 

(WSR-57) goes 
opera�onal at the 

Miami Na�onal 
Hurricane Center

1960
June 10

Weather Bureau 
installs WSR-57 

radar at Key West

1960
March

Key Largo Coral 
Reef Preserve 

becomes first U.S. 
undersea park 
(Later John Pennekamp
Coral Reef State Park)

1960
April 1

NASA’s TIROS-1 
transmits first 
satellite view

of Earth

1961
November 14
Monroe County 
establishes the 
department of 
Civil Defense

1870

1965
July 13

Weather Bureau 
becomes part of 
Environmental 

Science Services 
Administra�on

(NOAA predecessor agency)

1966
December 7
NASA begins 

ATS-1 satellite 
experiment

(images taken as o�en
as every 30 minutes)

1970
October 3

The U.S. Weather Bureau becomes 
the Na�onal Weather Service

-- it resides in the newly created 
Na�onal Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administra�on (NOAA) in the 
U.S. Department of Commerce

1972
October 23

Public concern 
prompts crea�on 

of the Na�onal 
Marine Sanctuary 

(NMS) System

1972
January 1

Florida Keys NWS 
operates as a 

Weather Service 
Office (WSO)

1974
May 17

NOAA/NASA 
launch first 
opera�onal 

weather satellite

1975
October 16
NOAA/NASA 
launch first 

Geosta�onary 
Opera�onal 

Environmental 
Satellite (GOES) 

program satellite

1975
December 18

NMS establishes 
Key Largo NMS

(Na�on’s second NMS)

1979
September

NOAA Weather 
Radio All Hazards 
expands to over 

300 sta�ons
(including one dedicated for 

the Lower & Middle Keys)

1980
November 11

Key West 
experiences the 
we�est day ever 
recorded in the 

Florida Keys
22.75”

1981
January 16

NMS establishes 
Looe Key NMS

1983
May 9

Na�onal Weather 
Service installs 

WSR-74 radar at 
Key West

1994
April 13

NOAA/NASA’s 
GOES-based

406 MHz distress 
signal search & 
rescue system 

now opera�onal

1999
May 15

WSO Key West 
assumes most 
Florida Keys 

weather services

1999
November 15

Florida Keys NWS 
office issues first 
forecast products 

as full-service 
WFO Key West

1988
Na�onal Weather 
Service oversees 
development of 
WSR-88D radar

1990
November 16

NMS establishes 
Florida Keys NMS

(Encompasses Key Largo
and Looe Key NMS)

1990
Monroe County 

Civil Defense 
becomes 

Emergency 
Management

1996
March 1

Automated 
Surface Observing 
System (ASOS) at 
Key West Airport 
becomes climate 
site for Key West

1996
December 11

Na�onal Weather 
Service installs 
WSR-88D radar 
on Boca Chica

1997
July

Florida Keys NMS 
opens new

Key Largo office

1998
May 14

ASOS at Marathon 
Airport becomes 
climate site for 

Marathon

1999
July 1

 Tea Table Key 
NOAA Weather 

Radio begins 
broadcas�ng

1999
July

Florida Keys NMS 
launches the 

Shipwreck Trail

2001
January 17

Florida Keys NMS 
creates Tortugas 

Ecological Reserve

2004
June 1

NWS breaks 
ground on new 

weather office in 
Key West

2005
September 29
WFO Key West 
moves to 1315 
White Street

2006
July 18

Florida Keys NMS 
opens new

Key West office

2007
January 1

Florida Keys 
Eco-Discovery 

Center opens in 
Key West

2007
September 22
Florida Keys join 

CoCoRaHS Ci�zen 
Science Network

2010
April 14

NOAA’s GOES-13 
becomes 

GOES-East
(15-minute image interval)

2011
NOAA establishes 
Weather-Ready 
Na�on ini�a�ve

2012
January 30
Florida Keys 

WSR-88D radar 
upgrades to 

dual-pol

2017
January 15

NOAA’s GOES-16 
becomes 

GOES-East
(30-second image interval)

2018
April 18

Keys History & 
Discovery Center 
hosts “Treasures 
of NOAA’s Ark”

2021
January 1

150 years of Key West climate data


