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…Cold and Relatively Dry Weather Spread over the Region in February… 

 

On February 1
st
, a front slowly crossed Louisiana and eventually Mississippi, with periods of rainfall and severe 

weather.  High pressure produced frigid conditions over the region after February 2
nd

 and wintry precipitation 

developed on February 3
rd

 and 4
th
.  High pressure again dominated the weather on February 5

th
 and 6

th
, with 

widespread freezing conditions over the region.  Areal rainfall totals were generally from 0.90 inch to 1.80 inches. 

 

Very cold weather continued into the second week of February.  The frigid air produced several freezes.  A series 

of frontal boundaries moved across the region and yielded areal average precipitation totals up to 0.50 inch. 

 

“La Nina” type weather became established over the region, as high pressure dominated the weather.  For the 

week ending February 20
th
, generally warm and dry conditions persisted.  Areal rainfall amounts were less than 

0.02 inch.   

 

A cold front moved across southeastern Louisiana and southern Mississippi late on the 24
th
 and 25

th
, and then 

stalled along the coast on February 26
th
.  Most of the rain occurred on the 24

th
 and 25

th
.  By the 27

th
, strong 

southerly flow again dominated the weather, which allowed more heat and humidity to push into the region from 

the Gulf of Mexico.  Areal rainfall for the week ending February 27
th
 ranged from 0.10 to 0.30 inch.   

 

As February ended, a cold front traveled over the region.  Only spotty, light rainfall developed on February 28th.   

 

Monthly Reports by Agricultural Region  Areal Average  Departure from Normal 

   Southwest Mississippi  (2 Sites)    2.91    N/A 

   South Central Mississippi (2 Sites)    1.68    N/A 

   Coastal Mississippi      2.84   -2.71  

   Central Louisiana (3 Sites)     2.64   -2.70 

   East Central Louisiana        2.13   -3.19   

   South Central Louisiana (7 Sites)    1.67   -3.13 

   Southeast Louisiana        1.79   -3.09  

 

Extreme Rainfall for the Month (Inches and Departure from Normal) 

   Franklinton, LA  4.24 -1.36  Paradis, MS   1.50 -4.05  

   Poplarville, MS  3.49 -2.23  Bay St. Louis, MS  0.03 -5.32 

   Angie, LA   3.47   Killian, LA   0.02 

   

 



Drought… 

As February started, normal to abnormally dry soil conditions were established over much of the Lower 

Mississippi and Atchafalaya River Basins.  Moderate drought (D1) covered the remainder of the region, except 

severe drought (D2) conditions persisted over northern Pearl River County and southeastern Walthall County in 

Mississippi.  Conditions deteriorated by February 22
nd

, as severe drought spread over all of coastal Mississippi 

and the remainder of the region experienced abnormally dry to moderate drought conditions.  By the end of 

February, severe drought had spread into east-central and southeast Louisiana.       

 


