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SR Aviation Hot Topics

+  Sub-Regional Aviation Workshops

+  CWSUs

+  Starting a New TAF

+  Weather Boxes in the Gulf of Mexico

+   Digital Aviation Services
Ceiling, Visibility, Low Level Wind Shear Grids

+   Quick Look at NWS Aviation Future



CWSU - Center Weather Service Units 

21 CWSUs in CONUS & AK

1 National Aviation Met office 
at FAA’s National Command 
Center in Herndon VA



CWSU - Center Weather Service Units 

7 (⅓) of CWSUs in SR 

That

Covers ⅓ of the NAS
(National Airspace System)

And
One Huge Issue - Staffing
+ 6 of 7 CWSUs under-staffed
+ Significant Impacts since 2021
+ Get well date - months away



CWSU - Center Weather Service Units 

Mitigation Remedies to Bridge the Vacancy Gap:
+  WFO & SRH forecasters trained & certified to cover vacant shifts at ZFW, ZHU, ZTL
+  Increased use of backup - oftentimes the latter 4-6 hours of the evening shift
+  SR CWSUs aligning their duties with each other to allow expand backup capability to multiple sites



CWSU - Jobs Open Now

GS-13 MIC Supervisory Meteorologist at CWSUs Atlanta (ZTL) & Albuquerque (ZAB)
Closes March 10, 2023

GS-12 Meteorologist at CWSUs Atlanta (ZTL), Miami (ZMA), Memphis (ZME), Houston (ZHU)
Closes March 7, 2023

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/707930100
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/707995000


Starting new TAFs

TAF Start Primer - step by step instructions

3 documents needed

1.  Request Letter provided by Airport Manager (usually)

2.  SCN - Service Change Notification for user awareness
3.  RC - Request for Change Notice 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kEKi7WVwUYwh5hu-epa4qxaYT9NV8vW-?usp=share_link


Starting new TAFs

TAF Start Primer - step by step instructions

3 documents needed

1.  Request Letter provided by Airport Manager (usually)

2.  SCN - Service Change Notification for user awareness
3.  RC - Request for Change Notice 

Note: SCN and RC completed at SRH, reviewed by WFO & 

submitted to WSH for submission
120 days lead time for first issuance of the new TAF.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kEKi7WVwUYwh5hu-epa4qxaYT9NV8vW-?usp=share_link


Starting new TAFs

TAF Start Primer - step by step instructions

3 documents needed

1.  Request Letter provided by Airport Manager (usually)

2.  SCN - Service Change Notification for user awareness
3.  RC - Request for Change Notice 

Nuances: 
Temporary TAFs (e.g., Super Bowl, other big events)
TAF deletion - rare event and with agreement from users
TAF suspension - rare, obs equipment has long term outage

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kEKi7WVwUYwh5hu-epa4qxaYT9NV8vW-?usp=share_link


Working with the FAA’s Gulf Sustainment Team since 2017





DAS Benefits

• Consistency of all NWS services 
– WFO-to-WFO 
– One service program to another 
– National Center-to-WFO

• All NWS Service Areas working from the same dataset
• Increase efficiency of forecast

operations
– Provide IDSS on short-fused timelines
– Generate TAFs efficiently and increase consistency
– Additional TAF-like forecasts at points not currently represented 



Aviation Services Program
Building a Weather-Ready Nation and Evolving 

the NWS

FY26 and Beyond Includes:

● Policy adaptation for Amds 82, 83

● Ingest and use aviation XML 

OPMET across the NWS enterprise

● Cessation of international 

requirement for text products

● Probabilistic forecasts for icing, 

turbulence and Cb cloud

● ICAO Hazardous Wx Info System

● Finer grid resolution for WAFS

● Digital Aviation Services in AR, PR

● NWS to CSS-Wx operational 

implementation completion

● Hazard Services for Aviation 

including Quant Volcanic Ash

● Mature digital data exchange 

including WIS/SWIM interoperability

● QMS maintenance

● TFM metrics verification

● Mission Svc Area obs 

requirements

FY23 Includes:

● AFS24 QMS implementation

● CIG/VIS/LLWS collaboration

------------------------------------------

● Track: FAA San Francisco 

(SFO) metroplex needs 

analysis

● Prepare: CWSU/NAM IAA 

requirements

● Prepare: ICAO Annex 3 Amd 

81 implementation in Nov 2024
FY25 Includes:

● Point & click Aviation forecast 

requirements

● WIS2/SWIM interoperability 

definition

----------------------------------------

● NWS needs for Aviation 

digital information (XML) from 

FAA

● ICAO Annex 3 Amd 81 policy 

and product implementations 

including Quant Volcanic Ash

● Tailored WAFS data via cloud 

services

● Probabilistic WAFS 

convective forecasts

FY24 Includes:

● Policy adaptation for ICAO Annex 

3 Amendment 81 applicable in Nov 

2024

● Implementation of the CONUS and 

Puerto Rico cloud ceiling, visibility, 

and low level wind shear NDFD

● Decide: CWSU/NAM IAA proposal

● Prepare: SFO aviation metroplex 

information and services 

requirements

● Prepare: NWS needs for Aviation 

digital information (XML) from FAA

● Prepare: WAFC tailored 

information delivery requirements

● Prepare: Point & Click aviation 

forecasts









BREAKING: Early Update to 10-813 Coming 

Will be done a year 
earlier than required

What: Introduce PROB30 in the first 9 hours of the TAF and reduce the VCTS usage

Why: To improve consistency between public & aviation products from the NDFD

When: Spring of 2024  with work starting in March 2023 
(will seek field SMEs to help)
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Questions / Comments


