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U.S. Drought Monitor

● Widespread rainfall, and some snow, has 
lessened the drought in southern Indiana 
and central Kentucky

● Moderate drought remains from the Lake 
Cumberland region northwestward to 
around Rough River Lake and Barren 
River Lake, including Mammoth Cave 
National Park.

● Moderate drought is also affecting 
Hoosier National Forest and points east in 
southern Indiana.

● There is no longer any severe drought in 
the Ohio Valley.
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Recent Change in Drought Intensity

● Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change
 
○ Widespread and frequent precipitation 

January 6 through 15 improved drought 
conditions in many areas. 
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Precipitation

Precipitation is now 
above normal for 
the most recent 
30-day period in 
most locations. 

Some spots have 
seen more than 
125% of normal 
precipitation.

Data Courtesy Midwest Regional Climate Center. 
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Temperature

● Overall, temperatures 
have averaged near 
normal over the past 
month.

● A significant cold snap 
began on January 13 
and continued through 
the third week of 
January.

Data Courtesy Midwest Regional Climate Center. 
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Summary of Impacts

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Streamflows have surged to near- and above-normal. A CoCoRaHS volunteer in Hardin County, KY 

reported increased streamflow turbidity.

Agricultural Impacts
● Soils have begun to recharge. A CoCoRaHS volunteer in Logan County, KY reported wet ground and 

some water standing in fields.

Fire Hazard Impacts
● No current fire hazards.

Other Impacts
● No known other impacts.

Mitigation Actions
● Please refer to your municipality, water provider, or extension office for mitigation information.
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Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

● Recent precipitation has 
resulted in rapid 
improvements in 
streamflow.

● Streamflows are now at or 
above normal throughout 
the district.

● The Rough River at Dundee 
rose significantly and was 
above Action Stage January 
12-13.

USGS 7 day average streamflow HUC map
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Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

● Warmer temperatures and widespread 
rains are expected late Monday night 
through Friday, January 23-26.

● These rains will further ameliorate, and 
possibly end, the drought.
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Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Precipitation Outlook.
Valid MM to MM YYYY

Long-Range Outlooks

● There’s no clear signal for 
temperature departures 
for February in southern 
Indiana and central 
Kentucky.

● Drier than normal 
conditions are favored in 
the Ohio Valley in 
February.

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
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Drought Outlook

● Though the official 3-month forecast from the 
Climate Prediction Center (CPC) shows the possibility 
of drought persisting in southern Kentucky and south 
central Indiana, short-term forecasts for the next 
several days show that widespread rains may remove 
drought.

● It’s possible that drought conditions could return later 
in the winter if dry weather sets back in, as is 
suggested by the CPC’s February precipitation 
outlook shown on the previous slide. CPC’s outlook 
for February through April also calls for increased 
chances of drier than normal weather.


