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Only include 
Next Update 
if multiple 
issuances 
are expected

Offices can use 
an HSA image of 
their choice. For 
an easy option to 
create a map, 
here is an 
interactive 
version to zoom/ 
screenshot:
https://arcg.is/C
Wi94 

https://arcg.is/CWi94
https://arcg.is/CWi94
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Spring Flood & Water Resources Outlook
Mid February 2026 Update

Key Messages
● Normal flood potential this spring

● Minor-Moderate flooding is expected (25% chance or 
greater)

● Isolated Major flooding possible (<10% chance or 
greater)–Licking River Basin, Kentucky River Basin

● CPC outlooks favor a wetter than normal and warmer 
than normal pattern through April.

● Rainfall and thunderstorms will be the primary drivers 
of flooding. 

● Snow/ice melt will be a potential minor contributor to 
flooding until it diminishes.

Image Options: 
● LRO forecast point map with 

50% chance exceedance 
values 

● Percent chance flooding image 
● Others
● *include legend*

>25% Chance of Exceedance through May
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Key Ingredients Antecedent 
Conditions 

Impact to Spring 
Flooding 

Winter Precipitation 
/Temperatures

Below Normal Normal Risk

River Levels Below Normal 
-Normal Normal Risk

River Ice 
Conditions

Slightly Above 
Normal Normal Risk

Soil Moisture Below Normal Lesser Risk

Frost Depth Normal Normal Risk

Snow Conditions /
Water Equivalent

Slightly Above Normal Normal Risk

Reservoir Levels Normal Normal Risk

Spring Weather 
Outlook

Above Normal Greater Risk

Include 
appropriate 
Key 
Ingredients 
in the table. 
Remove or 
add as 
necessary. 
Manually 
edit text 
and fill 
color in the 
right 
column.

Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:

Normal Risk

Key ingredients for river flooding in southern Indiana 
and central Kentucky point to a Normal Flood Risk for 
Spring 2026.  Above normal precipitation will be the 
primary driver for Minor to Moderate flooding.

Risk Potential: Lesser Risk Normal Risk Greater Risk To Be Determined
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Winter Precipitation and Temperature
90 Day Departures from NormalThis information 

can be 
contained on 
one slide, with 
1-3 images 
shown and a 
little text. If 
offices need a 
second slide to 
show off this 
info there is a 
duplicate on the 
next slide.

Once an office 
decides on their 
images, they can 
be inserted by link 
(Insert> Image>By 
URL) and then 
they should be 
able to be 
updated with the 
DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images option 

Colder than Normal Drier Than Normal
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Latest Drought Conditions 

Some D0 Drought 
(Abnormally Dry)
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River Levels
Streamflow

Mainly Normal to Above 
Normal Streamflow in central 
KY

Below Normal to Normal 
Streamflow in southern IN
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Soil Moisture and Frost Depth

Drier than Normal 
Soil

4” Soil Temps 
Above Freezing
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River Ice Conditions
Ice Melt Timing Days 7-9

● Any ice left on rivers and streams across the Ohio River Basin should melt over the next week.

● Ice jam risk over southern Indiana and central Kentucky:  Low-None.
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Snow Conditions
Snow Depth/Snow Water Equivalent

Snow Depth Snow Water Equivalent

● Melting snow/ice in the upper Ohio River Basin may contribute to increased flow on the lower Ohio 
River over the next week until melting is complete.
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Reservoir Levels 
Flood Storage

Optional 
slide for 
offices that 
want/need 
to talk about 
this. 

● Reservoirs levels across 
southern Indiana and 
central Kentucky are at 
<50% of their Flood 
Storage
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Long Range Flood Outlook
Probability Range of Flood Outcomes

Optional 
slide for 
additional 
LRO 
information. 
More slides 
can be 
added as 
needed. 

>50% Chance of Exceedance - 
Expected

>25% Chance of Exceedance -  
Possible

>10% Chance of Exceedance - 
Near Worst Case
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7 Day Precipitation Forecast
February 12-19, 2026

To be optionally 
included if 
something in the 
7 day forecast 
will be relevant to 
near term 
possible spring 
flooding

Find a detailed forecast for any location at weather.gov/forecastpoints 

http://weather.gov/forecastpoints
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8 to 14 Day Outlook
February 19-25, 2026

To be optionally 
included if 
something in the 
7 day forecast 
will be relevant to 
near term 
possible spring 
flooding
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Spring Weather Outlook
These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks and months aheadWeeks 3-4 

outlooks are linked 
images and can be 
updated by running 
DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images.  

Offices are 
welcome to use the 
CPC outlooks that 
best enhance their 
messaging, and 
can zoom in/crop 
as needed. 

https://www.cp
c.ncep.noaa.go
v/products/pred
ictions/long_ran
ge/ for the 
needed 3 
month outlook 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
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Spring Flood Outlook Summary

Next Scheduled Update
● February 26, 2026

Copy and 
paste key 
messages 
from first 
slide

Offices will need 
to update some 
of the local links 
to their pages. 

Offices are also 
welcome to add 
more resources 
links

Key Messages
● Normal flood potential this spring

● Minor-Moderate flooding is expected (25% chance or 
greater)

● Isolated Major flooding possible (<10% chance or 
greater)–Licking River Basin, Kentucky River Basin

● CPC outlooks favor a wetter than normal and warmer 
than normal pattern through April.

● Rainfall and thunderstorms will be the primary drivers 
of flooding. 

● Snow/ice melt will be a potential minor contributor to 
flooding until it diminishes.

>25% Chance of Exceedance through May
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Additional Resources

NWS Louisville Website
Ohio River Forecast Center

River Observations and Forecasts
NWS Louisville on Facebook 

NWS Louisville on Twitter

Forecast Points (Hourly Details)
NWS Louisville Spring Flood Page

Flood Safety Information
USGS National Water Dashboard

Copy and 
paste key 
messages 
from first 
slide

Offices will need 
to update some 
of the local links 
to their pages. 

Offices are also 
welcome to add 
more resources 
links

https://www.weather.gov/lmk
https://www.weather.gov/ohrfc
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/lmk
https://www.facebook.com/NWSLouisville
https://twitter.com/NWSLouisville
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/lmk/SpringHydrologicOutlook
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D

