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Late February 2026 Update
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Key Messages D>25 % Chance of Exceedang}e throug@ May
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e Normal flood potential this Spring O

e Minor-Moderate flooding is expected (25% - £ g - : :
chance or greater) & »

e Flood Risk will Increase with an Active
Weather Pattern the second week of March. =

e CPC outlooks favor a wetter than normal and 5 2 | ;
warmer than normal pattern through May. : .

e Rainfall and thunderstorms will be the primary

drivers of flooding. 3 > RETOEY R
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Winter Precipitation
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Spring Flood Outlook

: Antecedent Impact to Spring
Key Ingredients Flooding

Normal Risk

River Levels

Below Normal
-Normal

Normal Risk

Soil Moisture
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Lesser Risk

Frost Depth

Normal

Normal Risk
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Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:

Normal Risk

Key ingredients for river flooding in southern
Indiana and central Kentucky point to a Normal
Flood Risk for Spring 2026. Above normal
precipitation will be the primary driver for Minor
to Moderate flooding. Flood Risk will Increase
with an Active Weather Pattern the second week
of March.

Normal Risk - To Be Determined | 1National Weather S_erwce
Louisville, KY
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U.S. Drought Monitor February 24, 2026
= Rel d Thursday, Feb. 26, 2026)
M |dW9$t S Vali;!”7s a.a;. EeST

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

e v oo [ [
| Current 37.61 6239 | 3370 [ 1.97 | 219 | 0.00
\ E o < | Last Week
, . O e | 3842|6158 | 2087 | 1194 | 315 | 0.00
P |
3MonthsAgo | 3435 6565 (3511 | 985 | 1.64 | 0.00
11-25-2025
l N Start of
‘ :3 Calendar Year | 28.39 | 71.61 | 36.73 | 895 | 1.94 | 0.00
e A 01-06-2026
J Start of
= Water Year | 34.12 | 6588 [ 24569 | 10.17 | 0.37 | 0.00
09-30-2025
i ] _( X One YearAgo | x353 | 6532 |3070 | 292 | 0.00 | 0.00
02-25-2025
b
4 __ ] Intensity:
) | ! [ ]None [ ] D2 Severe Drought

Some DO/D1 t TTTT [ ]poAbnormallyDry [l D3 Extreme Drought
[ : [ CICAT [ ] D1 Moderate Drought [Jflj D4 Exceptional Drought
D ro u g ht I n Weste rn I The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
B Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
KY / 'th \é___ Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.uni. edu/About.aspx

Author:

. Richard Tinker
Indlana CPC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP

droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
FEB 24, 2026
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4" Soil Temperature (°F) (Sod)
T o

20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 @

All data are
preliminary.

24-Hour Period Through 2/24/2026
 IEm

A ® Mesonets > 32°F

Mescnets <= 32°F

~ & CRN / COOP <= 32°F
A CRN/COOP > 32°F

is limited in some states

e 47 Soil Temps Above Freezing

National Weather Service
Louisville, KY
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2 Reservoir Levels 9104 AM EST

11:34 AM EST
¢ Flood Storage
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e Reservoirs levels

A %A
across southern -
Indiana and central ;

Kentucky are at <50% /i
of their Flood Storage
A
A
/\ USACE Dams ~
[[] USACE Locks and Dams
@ Non-USACE Dams
® Other Locations A
Flood Storage : ) 3 A
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Long Range Flood Outlook
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February 26 - March 5, 2026
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168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF

10 Valid 12Z Thu Feb 26 2026

S Thru 12Z Thu Mar 05 2026

-01 Issued: 103(‘)/5PTéwu Feb 26 2026 {
orecaster:

DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC W o) o =

Find a detailed forecast for any location at weather.qov/forecastpoints

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
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March 5-11, 2026

8-14 Day Temperature Outlook

Valid: March 5 - 11, 2026
Issued: February 25, 2026
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Spring Weather Outlook 11:34 AM EST

These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks and months ahead
Week 3-4 Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: March 7 - 20, 2026
Issued:

Week 3-4 Temperature Outlook @

Valid: March 7 - 20, 2026
Issued: February 20, 2026

L
Probability

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @
Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2026
Issued: February 19, 2026

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2026
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
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Key Messages
e Normal flood potential this Spring

e Minor-Moderate flooding is expected (25% -
chance or greater)

e Flood Risk will Increase with an Active e ™ ' . B
Weather Pattern the second week of ) . - '
March. - Dain

e CPC outlooks favor a wetter than normal - 5 i : " m
and warmer than normal pattern through . " c I .
May. B [ RENTUELRY : :Il

¢ Rainfall and thunderstorms will be the . compcise
primary drivers of flooding. ol P 2

Next Scheduled Update i . |
e March 12, 2026 : B il
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Spring Flood Outlook Summary
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Additional Resources

Forecast Points (Hourly Details)
NWS Louisville Spring Flood Page
Flood Safety Information
USGS National Water Dashboard

NWS Louisville Website
Ohio River Forecast Center
River Observations and Forecasts
NWS Louisville on Facebook

NWS Louisville on Twitter

National Weather Service
Louisville, KY

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerci



https://www.weather.gov/lmk
https://www.weather.gov/ohrfc
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/lmk
https://www.facebook.com/NWSLouisville
https://twitter.com/NWSLouisville
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/lmk/SpringHydrologicOutlook
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D

