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Edward M, Groh, father
Grace Le ﬁ&oh, mother

éﬁa C. Groh, szster
Emma Dq Grch, 516u&?

‘ Fazion Grch, daughter

* Albert E. Groh, som, o
- fbgentee - . e

'Refugeesﬁ‘ ;
e Louis Groh, brother
e Eva Groh, his Wife
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o Gi’ty;

Boger W. Mhrr, ‘son=in-lam
Jﬁlia Be’ }(&U.rr’ d&l?‘hter
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- Mondgy, J sruary 18

| Blagk Creek has backed up south
of Spring Street, Situation bad bubt
not yet ala:ming, . - -

vTueSday, Jmaryl?

Family drove %o Jeff and 'Bhremgh
New A,l oany to view high water, They
~ were not sxie to go more than a qua:e
' .of a, mile down the Budd Road,

Wednesdey, Jemusry 50

A Red Gross emergency hospital
~ was set up.at the rscrestion Ball on
. Thize axd _bring Streets, Peorle are

being takefl from houses on West 8th

and Spring by rowboats. The waber is
¢  several feet hlgh on Reno Avenue snd
§ rising rapidly. Julia and Rog not yet
decided to move. Most neighbors are
‘ mmrmg ou'b 18&(}’11‘1@ but & few on Rene.
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| days,

Thursday, Janua;y(az _

 We drove to Jeff today and eould
hardly get through, the water being
cver the hubs of the car st the under=-

pass of the Penn. R.R, and st spring and

Tenth. It 8lso covered Indisns Avenme
8s far ss visible from intersection &b
Apring Street, The situation is denger-
ous and people are grestly alsrmed, The
water is rising steadily and reporis
indicate rmmch higher wabter., ‘

e We'went to the'?allsidity Transfer
Cos to see albert, His car was stalled
and he had no idea whether by nightfall

he could get home or not. (He telephoned)

gbout 12 P.M. end said he had sent for
clothes and that he had no idea ss to

- what he would do but not to worry. Louie :
went up in the truck to bring him home ut .

he stayed ‘at his work, '

~ Julia and Rog had to move here last
night and brought just s few clothes in
hopes the wafer will be down in a few

\

" A11 roads between Jeff and N. i,

}elesed by water., Naﬁiona; Guards ca;leé 4
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Friday, Jsnuary 22

The water has risen over Second
Street bridge. Before or sbout noon
today, we got the report that the water
.~ had come over the Clarksville levee and
all of Jeff was endangehad.

, Business Golle@e closed st noon
a8 water wes 80 hlgh in the basement
tha$ i% Was impogsible to have fire.

The electricity wes turned off
gt B+18 DU, snd our telﬁphwn@ gervi ce
is out tonighta :

Before the electricity was oub,
we hesrd warning on the radio the -
evervone Esst of Esst Street and south
of the alley between Spring and Elm
should evacuate 1ﬂmediﬂ%ely. This puts
us gusﬁ out ef the denger zone.

: We brought Uncle Lou‘s new Pcntiac
up here in our gersge for safely.
Water is gebting very nesr him snd he
is beginnlng to move stock. v

= 211 dowhbown merchents are mov&ng :
f~$$ock out of their basements belddving
,qe Wa:ber nay ﬂa‘b them,
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Saturday, Jsmuary 23

. Egrly Saturday morning around 1:30

- A.M,, the levee at Gohmenn's factory gave
. way snd the water ceme rushing over %o
flood the whole of the East End as pre=
dicted by radio yvesterday. We could hear
_ the roar as the levee geave way and the -
- ‘water ceame plunging over, It rushed

through the East End so rapidly thet
people who hed been high and dry, seem=-

ingly safe from sny water invasion, ‘only
several hours before, were forced to ,
 evacuete and salvage whet little properiy

g8 was possible. Dot Neeld informed us

that they had to wade through water %o
get out, e : :

We had Munt Ade's and Uncle Lou's

_cars in our gerage, and when the nolise
of the people evacuating woke me around
1:45, I got up, in doing so woke Aunt

Emma, and between us we roused Aunt Ada
who went out to get the cars out of the

. garsge hefore the water reachedus, dJohn
Bourkenheim, our neighbor, helped her and

after seversl stslle both were brought

. %o high snd dry land, When they backed
the first cer into the alley®, the alley

was dry end the waber could be heard
sbove us neering Silver Streest, By the

time the second car was backed out the

water in the alley was knee deep 8O fast

~ did it move,

. Thi excitement over, we went back

%0 bed and awoke later on to find the

X




(conttd from pege BY

ground covered with Snow, end sbout T
ouB back yard in water and ice. Our
telephone weas dead &lso. .

: Rog worked from 7 - 11 or 12 and
~ expects to continue thus until the
situation is relelved.

' The waber at Silver and gpring is
 spproximately 9 fset deep. RAIN poured
 down all day csusing the water to rise

more than waes predicted.

. Ve received word from Al'e boes

that Al waes safe at Port Fulton, He is
staying at Dodson's and we certsainly sare .
releived to hesr that he is safe ss &ll
gorts of reports of Jeff being completely
wiped out mare. However, our new@papers
inform us that there are two and only two

 dry places in all Jeff, Rose Hill snd

Port Tulton, | .

Today the Pearl Street merchants
. were forced %o evacuate their basements
lend move to first and second stories.
. Byginess was abt & standstill. But not
g0 with the water which was fast rising.

. Unole Lou and Munt Eva were forced
%0 move to their second story. FPop and
Louie are taking coal oil to them by boab.

. Natl. Guards snd Am. Leglon men were
stationed at Jay and at Siiver a&l“day.t




Sunday, Janusary &4

. The water has come dangerously
nesr the house and the sewer is back-
ing up in the basement. We worked all
morning getting up coal and sglvaging ;
g few things. We tried to stop the sewer
: but to no avail., Two feet of water has
- entered during the day. : :

: . The water is in the second stories
_on Reno, A1l travel on the K, & L. is8
gt your own risk. No street cars sre in

operation. &

‘ There is a free clinic aft High
School and st Silver Street school a8

. all residents must be inoculated for

. typhoid fever. ‘ T

Louie informs us that the wéﬁar/ ,
ig visible from his house at 2227 lcLesn
 Avenue. : . ‘

‘Mt Eva and Uncle Lou came here
today. They hed to leave thelr home by

: . way of a window on the second floor and

were then boated to dry land. They
passed under Frank Koehler's window and.
he dropped his car keps into the boat
" 80 that Uncle Lou could get his car which

wae parked in front of the Grand Theater
and drive it to safety.




(cont'd from page 7)

Bucklly they managed to bring a few
clothes and ten voundeg of beef with
them. This will sure come in handy if
Things continue as they 8re NOW.

We bought & stove from Richard‘s' -
second hend store and have not yet been
forced to light it although we have it
get up and ready for use. We expect
*  the water to be high enough to put out
*  the furnace in a few nours. The water ;
isreported to be in the greunﬁ ficor of
‘%he Elgby Building,

L.

It's raining cats and doas again, B

3 All waber must be purified witn
if_eiﬁher chlorine or iodine.

® = There are but two ways out of N.A,
P now: A round gbout way to Floyd Enobe
- and the Morion Railroad. .

: Wilbur left for Louisville amd we've
~'not hegri ﬁrcm him ainca.

NOTE

~ Up to this time 21l news was written

& 2% night or the morning after they occurred.
. From now on the sentences may scem dis=-

- gonnected snd hectic due to the fect that

& dn copying no change was made from the

~ original which was written just as events
"'zaaxxa& occurred and nct summed up 1a£er.




. ’Monﬁg;y, Jaﬂumg§

Waxer gtill rlsinn! We haye nailed
a yamisilck at the top of the second step
of the sbtarrs on the back porch and have ‘
marked in red pencil; a danger line, the
esbtimated crest, and the point where, if
reached by the water, we will have %o
‘move, According to this yardstick the
water is rising am a;rate of about an
ind& an hour., L

3
t‘.
E,

)

A : We used the stove this morning but
;- it smoked so much t 2t we had to carry
B out the burning coals and dump them in
the river in our backyard.

: The waber is up to the house and
etarting sround it., If we have more than
*  three feeb we must move up to the abtic.
e However, we have unofficisl word the the
: > river is gt a standstill gt Cincinngti 80
we Btill have hopes of staying puta

. we now have fixed tge bed stcve,
. which by the wey cost us 0, and also
. have another one in the dinlng Toon,
7~We b@rrawed this from Genungs. ;

e Bee Ssnds just drovped in and told
* B8 of the terrible condition at the
HMzsonic Temple where they are feedlng

"refugaes, : ,

e Three oi the Koehlers came 3ust now
*"tc‘gap their car and told us uhax they haﬁ




Ehad te chigel auﬁ 8 part e ‘the wall %0
get their mother, wﬁc wes slek sui af
: heir heme._.‘ : ,

- Julia 18 ax Louiets iraning Beg‘s
-shirts 80 he will haxe some to wear ts

‘ Thls marning we teok two capsules .
iece te inoculate for typhoid fever;_f

L Ve gust noticed that several heuses
fe4,Rene are flaazing around

. ‘We can stand g 1little over two fee%
ibefore we move to the attic, -

© Bress is being shlpped'in from
Bedford now and 311 we eax is soup aﬂé
‘haﬁh, ; .

- f Main, Mamket, and Sprlng Streets
from Eest Seventh to West Eighth are -
epovte& %0 be flooded. The river has long

70 _mef %be‘backwaﬁer and_s grest part
Jeff, ewvél%any, and Leuxgville is

uﬁﬁ&ieﬁ.

Tha most popular tﬁing in town is

”bber boots., Just now the "peautiful

o" is quite rmuddy and ugly as it en-

avors to clinb ifte way up our baek
ire %o reach our floor level. The o
is lylng in Rsar Earke% 3aﬁt abave =




; n enc
e pae‘a week to bathe & ne
'a.y saigh'b f@r the next Ce B

ﬁﬁztﬁ & geme to m to the bac!
g which face Spring St. and wetc
orts of objects go floating do
2¥. Row boats, cances and motorbe
2 through our back vard.
&5 'roke over the bucksaw Whieh,
: of‘eur back yvard is now residing
Vritz*s on Spring Street. IEvid

&fse; supnorted by boards fmm e

1t 1onesor%e wri%hcu‘q the %uak- .

U i The b&ck pomh looks
pig pen, and we hope and pray i‘b .
&n@. i:he weight on i*t ama. ' ;fa:ll,
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(somt'd from pege 11)

Ths level is now 555! end the crest 1s
expected to be 57! a rise of il e
have marked the heights on our yerdstick
and ere much cheered by this news. The
water is over Elm ar Silver., We expsct
it to come down Elum by Wednesday perhaps .
sbout Imee deep. Tonight tThe water maln
atgilver and Elm broke. The pressure is -
. very low and the water is fast moving o
. down the street, T -

| Resding et 12/ P.h: 13

%

" Radio predicts crest at Cairo, i
on Wednesday. : e

Tuesday, Janusry 28

- o \'%: Reﬁﬁiﬁg at 6 A. M, 17%“ Ris@ Of‘ 5’%{“ : »‘
dndBenres . .
' Resding at 8 AL ot Hige of 7
per houir.  The rate of ‘rige from 6-2 is |
1/6" pes hour, This rise 18 decidedly
slower %) en heretofore. e

. weter is almost to the front of
. 54 thet comirg down Elm Street
way. This morning lunt Ma
» imto the front yard. - Unless
o ands sbsolutely gtill withiz
" expect to be surrounddd, The
. azein todey end for that

E
-

5




- 13'-

(conﬁ‘d'fr0$ §age 13)

e Uulis snd Rog think their marriege
license is weshed out on Renod. what a

‘laugh! Walk was aboub
drues but Rog received

to Tum out od
word this morning

that s National Guard truck brought them

- ,5 fresh supply. Thie is 2 great helps

The river is at

o atondetlll an

. Cincinnsti, Reading at 10 .M. 1880

No rise! 11:30 -- there's quite a current
in the backyara now., We just got & re=

port thet the waber ab
fallen 1/30 in. in the

This afterncon we all walked acrossf;

Louigville had
last hour,

the K. & I. Bridge. The sound of the
rushing water was equal to Niagara Falls.

Houses end all gorts ©
1 am told, & live hors

. You canuot get get off
. Louigvilie end exeept by boat. T

o The waber has Te
Resr Market. The sewe

£ objects including,

 %
.

e, ere flosting down.

the bridge et th

sched Vincennes a8t

r has backed up and

' povered 15th. and Flm in sufficient

. gusntities as to force s few people %o e

move out.  The water down Elm Street is

. in front Of the house.

. four inch rise all day today. Credt some

We estimated &

 time tonight., Ve hope snd pray for felr

 weather. The water has rigen so slowly all

'{dgyjthax there hes been nNO sgecialfﬁvanﬁ L
“or furthur salarm, There ig nothing much
‘to do but look at gater end slesps We
‘play cards but the lights are baﬁlamﬁ ~

oven that becomes boresomes
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. (comt'a from page 13)

Transformers heve been set up at
Bud Daleyls &t Main and Vincennes, right
off this end of the bridge and we ars nOwW
receiving current from Scottsburg. How-.

- the street do not have lights but must
purn coal oil lamps and candles, Ixn ’Gh-é‘

. bgthroom we placed & coal oil stove which

. ‘sdds to the comforts of all. -

10 B.M, Paul Sullivan reporbs"efei_ i

. So-oo--o0o Rog, Julis, Pop, and Aoht Em took
it vpon themselves %o celebrabte by play-

s ing pinochle $ill 12 P.M., Incidentally

' . keeping the rest of us awake.

i

Wednesday, Jauary 37

. Our yardstick messures same &s last
night., The sun is shining brightly. There

 is cuite a wind and the thermometer re- :

gisters 60° F, : = .

 This afternoon we received word
through Jumpy Snyder, & fellow wno lives
Port Fulton, that Tthers is a man feom
Mbeny staying at Dodsons and further
entified him as Jsnet's boyfriend. So
ow thet this is Al and that he is
Jumpy @lso told us that though
| no conveniences or communication
e were plenty of stores and water
; Fylton is high and dry. . .

aver our house snd others on our side of

WLY that the river is definitely falling, -




