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Lakeshore Flooding and Accumulating Snow North

● Periods of rain this  afternoon and tonight.
● Rain continues Saturday, but likely changes to period of wet snow 

during the morning over parts of far northern Illinois north and west 
of Chicago. Some accumulations possible. 

● Lakeshore flooding impacts likely along the Illinois shore and portions 
of the northwest Indiana shore late tonight into Saturday night.

This is the first SitRep for this event. It may be updated late tonight if 
there are significant changes in the forecast.
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National Weather Service
Chicago, IL Situation Report

Hazards:  

● Lakeshore flooding.

● Period of accumulating wet snow mainly across portions of NW Illinois.

Areas Impacted and Timing:  

● Lake shore flooding along southern shores of Lake Michigan tonight into 

Saturday night. 

● Period of accumulating snow Saturday mainly northwest a line from near 

Sterling through DeKalb to near Waukegan.  

Impacts:  Limited wintry impacts at this time due to near and above-freezing 

surface and road temperatures. Reduced visibilities are likely in snow and 

patchy slick spots on elevated surfaces are possible. 

Significant shoreline erosion due to large waves across the northeastern Illinois 

shores. Minor to moderate lakeshore flooding across the northwest Indiana 

shore and central Cook county shore. 

Certainty & Considerations: Confidence in the duration and placement of any 

heavier burst of wet snow across northwest Illinois Saturday morning remains 

low. At this time, the combination of colder surface temperatures and longer 

duration of steadier snowfall rates looks to occur north of the Illinois/Wisconsin 

state line, but may get close. If this shifts farther south, then locally higher 

(slushy) snow accumulations (2-5”) would be possible. 

Lakeshore Flooding and Accumulating Snow North

Saturday, December 12, 2020, 3:29 PM

https://products.weather.gov/PDD/PDD.pdf
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/survey/nws-survey.php?code=SITREPORT


Click for a description of this product Click to evaluate this product

Accumulating Wet Snow Potential on Saturday

Key Points

Areas Impacted: Primarily northwest, north central Illinois

Timing & Duration:  Changeover to snow occurs Sat. AM with wet snow 

continuing into Saturday PM. Heaviest rates in the mid morning through early 

afternoon.

Impacts:  If slushy snow accumulation occurs, slick roads possible. Gusty winds 

from northeast would further reduce visibility in steady/heavier snow.

Certainty & Considerations: Confidence is low in snow forecast due to temps 

starting above freezing, 1”+ rainfall, and how long any heavier snow lasts.
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Strong Northeast Winds and Lakeshore Flooding

National Weather Service
Chicago, IL Situation Report

Areas Impacted: Southern Lake Michigan Shores.

Timing & Duration:  Late tonight through Saturday night.

Impacts:  Highest north of Chicago.

Certainty & Considerations: Track of surface low could impact which areas see 

the highest flooding impacts.
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Significant Rainfall Amounts

National Weather Service
Chicago, IL Situation Report

Timing of Heaviest Rain:  Late tonight through Saturday morning.

Impacts:  Ponding and possibly minor localized flooding on some roads, 

especially in low-lying, poor drainage, and/or urban areas. Rises on some area 

rivers and streams.
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Other Resources

• Winter Weather Safety & Preparedness – safety graphics and 

messaging

• Latest on this Event – forecast and observations graphics and links 

for this winter event

• Weather Watcher Webpage – ideal for someone in charge of 

monitoring the weather ahead of and during an event

• Enhanced Hazardous Weather Outlook – helps to determine which 

days you need to be mindful of hazardous weather

• NWS Headline Definitions

@NWSChicago NWS Chicago

Find Us On Social Media!
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