
THE POCKET CARD
THE SUPPORT FOR FIRE DANGER AWARENESS.

NATIONAL FIRE DANGER RATING SYSTEM VERSION 4
NFDRS NEW VERSION 4 ROLL OUT



THE BACKGROUND
• THE FIRE DANGER POCKET CARD IS A TOOL BASED ON THE NATIONAL FIRE

DANGER RATING SYSTEM (NFDRS) UPDATED VERSION  4 RELEASE
• DEVELOP AN AWARENESS OF THE CURRENT FIRE SITUATION THAT YOU ARE 

ABOUT TO STEP INTO. 

• THE OBJECTIVE OF THE NFDRS IS TO PROVIDE A MEASUREMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS THAT LEAD TO LARGE FIRE GROWTH POTENTIAL

• VALUES HAVE CHANGED ( INCREASED ) BUT RISK REMAINS THE SAME.



THE NEW VALUE AND THE OLD
NFDRS VERSION 3 VS NFDRS VERSION 4

• LA BASIN = OLD 97TH = 151 AND THE NEW 97TH =206
• SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS = OLD 97TH = 156 AND THE NEW 97TH = 242
• SANTA CLARITA VALLEY = OLD 97TH =  153 AND THE NEW 97TH =323
• HIGH COUNTRY = OLD 97TH = 226 AND THE NEW 97TH = 327
• ANTELOPE VALLEY = OLD 97TH = 124 AND THE NEW 97TH = 111
• CATALINA ISLAND = OLD 97TH = 82 AND THE NEW 97TH = 177





FIRE DANGER RATING
IS NOT THE BURNING INDEX

• THIS IS A DECISION AID THAT 
DESCRIBES THE FACTORS - FUELS, 
WEATHER AND TOPOGRAPHY -
WHICH AFFECT THE INITIATION, 
SPREAD AND DIFFICULTY OF 
CONTROL OF WILDFIRES ON AN 
AREA. 

• THIS IS AN INITIAL ATTACK FIRE  
SITUATIONAL AWARENESS TOOL. 

LOW …MODERATE….HIGH……VERY HIGH…….EXTREME



BUT WHAT WILL THE FIRE DANGER 
POCKET CARD DO FOR ME ?

• THE FIRE DANGER POCKET CARD IS USEFUL IN IDENTIFING THE POTENTIAL FOR 
A LARGE FIRE GROWTH DAY

• THE FIRE DANGER POCKET CARD GIVES FIREFIGHTERS A GENERAL INDICATOR 
OF THE POTENTIAL FOR THE FUELS AND WEATHER TO SUPPORT FIRE BEHAVIOR 
AND THE DIFFICULTY OF CONTROL. 



WHAT WON'T THE FIRE DANGER 
POCKET CARD DO?

• THE FIRE DANGER POCKET CARD WILL NOT PROVIDE SITE SPECIFIC FIRE 
BEHAVIOR FORECASTS. 



HOW WILL WE USE THE FIRE DANGER 
POCKET CARDS?

• COMPARE CURRENT AND PREDICTED LOCAL FIRE DANGER TO HISTORICAL 
LOCAL FIRE DANGER IN ORDER TO ENHANCE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS. 

• USE THIS INFORMATION TO BE AWARE OF INDICATORS THAT FORECAST THE
POTENTIAL FOR AGGRESSIVE FIRE BEHAVIOR.

• ENHANCE OUR LOCAL AWARENESS TOWARD LARGE FIRE GROWTH POTENTIAL. 



THE DAILY BURN INDEX
• THE BI IS  DISPLAYED VIA MDC AND EMAIL IN THE AFTERNOON

• POSTED ON THE INTRA NET MAIN PAGE BY 0800 AND IS LOCATED ON THE MAIN PAGE TITLED DAILY FIRE 
DANGER REPORT.

• IT IS FOUND ON YOUR FIRESYNC OPS APP.

• IT’S FOUND ON THE FIREONE LINK WITH THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE  
HTTPS://WWW.WEATHER.GOV/LOX/FIRE

• INFORMATION WILL INCLUDE THE BURN INDEX FOR ALL 6 FORECAST ZONES.

• THE POCKET CARDS SHOULD BE REFERENCED BY PERSONNEL AT THE MORNING LINE UP OR PROMPTLY 
AFTER EMERGENCY ACTIVITIES. 

• CAPTAINS AND CREW FORMAN SHALL ENSURE DAILY SITUATIONAL AWARENESS TO HIS OR HER ASSIGNED 
PERSONNEL REFERENCING THE DAILY BI’S AND POCKET CARD INFORMATION.

• CHIEF OFFICERS SHALL REVIEW FOR BUILDING SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 



FIRE DANGER POCKET CARD

• A DESCRIPTION IS IN THE INCIDENT RESPONSE POCKET GUIDE (IRPG) 
2022 EDITION FIRE ENVIRONMENT ORANGE SECTION PAGE 39. 

• THE BURNING INDEX RELATES TO CONSTANT ENVIRONMENTAL AND FUEL 
FACTORS NOT VARIABLES ON THE FIRE GROUND.



BURNING INDEX (BI)
• A DESCRIPTION IS IN THE INCIDENT RESPONSE POCKET 

GUIDE (IRPG) 2022 EDITION FIRE ENVIRONMENT ORANGE 
SECTION PAGE 39.

• HOWEVER THE BURNING INDEX RELATES TO CONSTANT 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND FUEL FACTORS NOT VARIABLES ON 
THE FIRE GROUND.

• THE BURNING INDEX SHOULD BE USED AS A FIRE DANGER 
ELEMENT AND NOT AS A FIRE BEHAVIOR TACTICAL DECISION 
TOOL. 

• BASING YOUR TACTICS ON THE REPRESENTATION OF 
DIVIDING THE BURNING INDEX BY 10% WILL MOST LIKELY 
COMPROMISE SAFETY AND IS NOT ADVISED.  



LET’S TAKE A LOOK

THE NEXT SERIES OF SLIDES WILL WALK YOU THROUGH 
THE POCKET CARD QUADRANT INFORMATION.



Prime Fire Season

------

Highest recorded Burn Index

Area of reference

Examples provided 
several slides away.

Prime Fire Season



Area of reference

Local Thresholds are:
Fire Danger factors that influence 

aggressive fire behavior



Fuel type in the Forecast Zone

Historic fires and there Burning Index



This Lower Right Quadrant gives 
you the indicators that promote 
large fire growth and aggressive 
fire behavior 

Factors that support large fire Growth

Predictable and forecasted



LET’S PUT IT ALL TOGETHER

THE NEXT SERIES OF SLIDES WILL WALK YOU 
THROUGH HOW TO USE THE POCKET CARDS.



97th Percentile = 206

Only 3% of the days between May 1 and December 31
Had a Burning index over 206. (Prime Fire Season)

90th %







Historic Fires with there Burning Index



LET’S WALK THROUGH THE USE OF
THE POCKET CARD



EXAMPLE #1 
TODAY IS JULY 3, 2022

• THE FORECASTED BURNING INDEX FOR THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS IS 65

• WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU TO BUILD YOUR SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

• WHAT IS THE POTENTIAL FOR A LARGE FIRE 

• ** REMEMBER THE POCKET CARD TARGETS THE POTENTIAL FOR LARGE FIRE GROWTH 
NOT INITIAL ATTACK PROBABILITIES.

• REMEMBER SMOKEY BEAR IDENTIFIES THE POTENTIAL FOR INITIAL ATTACK



BI of 65



YOUR SITUATIONAL AWARENESS SHOULD BE WITH A BI OF 65: 
THAT THE PROBABILITY OF LARGE FIRE GROWTH IS MINIMAL.
THE BURNING INDEX IS AT AVERAGE FOR TODAY
LOOK AT THE INTERPRETIVE CARD 65





EXAMPLE #2 
TODAY IS AUGUST 18, 2022

• THE FORECASTED BURNING INDEX FOR THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS IS 150

• WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU TO BUILD YOUR SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

• WHAT IS THE POTENTIAL FOR A LARGE FIRE 

• ** REMEMBER THE POCKET CARD TARGETS THE POTENTIAL FOR LARGE FIRE GROWTH 
NOT INITIAL ATTACK PROBABILITIES







LET’S LOOK AT THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY



EXAMPLE #3 
TODAY IS JULY 3, 2022

• THE FORECASTED BURNING INDEX FOR THE SANTA CLARITA IS 150

• WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU TO BUILD YOUR SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

• WHAT IS THE POTENTIAL FOR A LARGE FIRE 

• ** REMEMBER THE POCKET CARD TARGETS THE POTENTIAL FOR LARGE FIRE GROWTH 
NOT INITIAL ATTACK PROBABILITIES



BI of 150





EXAMPLE #4 
TODAY IS OCTOBER 21, 2022

• THE FORECASTED BURNING INDEX FOR THE LA BASIN IS 225

• WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU TO BUILD YOUR SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

• WHAT IS THE POTENTIAL FOR A LARGE FIRE 

• ** REMEMBER THE POCKET CARD TARGETS THE POTENTIAL FOR LARGE FIRE GROWTH 
NOT INITIAL ATTACK PROBABILITIES



BI of 225





YOU GET THE IDEA
SO PUT THIS VALUED INFORMATION TO USE.  THE BURNING INDEX 

IS USELESS….UNLESS YOU MAKE IT USEFUL

Here are all the cards

























From your LAC Fire Behavior Team
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