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• Sunday flood potential is mentioned Sat AM

• Monday flood potential is mentioned Sun AM

Hazardous Weather Outlook

• 4:06 AM Sunday: Issued for Sunday noon – midnight

• 11:56 AM Sunday: Extended through 6 AM Monday

• 5:21 AM Monday: Extended through 10 AM Monday

Flash Flood Watch

• 7:46 AM Monday: NW DC, Arlington, Falls Church, North Fairfax, EC 
Loudoun, SE Montgomery

• 8:20 AM Monday: Rest of DC, Rest of Fairfax, Fairfax City, Alexandria, 
Prince Georges

Flash Flood Warning
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Pictures from Dave Dildine/WTOP. Used with permission.
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Action Stage – trails covered

Flood Stage – parking lots flood

Moderate Flood – Water near structures

Major Flood – 1969 & 2006 type flooding
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1” – Yellow

2” – Salmon

3” – Red

4”+ – Purple 
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FLW –

Flood Warning

FFW – Base 

(no ‘tag’ at the 

bottom)

FFW –

Considerable tag

FFW –

Catastrophic tag

EMERGENCY

Issued for less 

urgent and/or 

longer duration 

flooding

Issued for potential

/ marginal flash 

flood situations

Issued when flash 

flooding capable 

of  life/property 

threat is likely

Issued when a 

significant flash 

flood event is 

ongoing

Example:

Minor street 

flooding that will 

not rapidly grow 

in significance

Heavy rain to 

cause flooding but 

less certain if  it 

will persist long 

enough to worsen

Most flash floods 

we’ve had in the 

last 5 years fall in 

this category

Ellicott City / 

7/8/2019 style 

events – most 

years issued once 

or less

Only these two set off  cell phones now

EMERGENCY always gets a new, separate warning
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