- Drought Information Statement for

Arkansas

Valid Oct. 15, 2026

Issued By: National Weather Service-WFO Little Rock, AR
Contact Information: nws.littlerock@noaa.gov

This product will be updated Nov 5th, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.

Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/LZK/DroughtlnformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

Arkansas continues to reflect persistent drought conditions.
Most of Arkansas is in severe drought or greater.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
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“v.,.» Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Arkansas

. . U.S. Drought Monitor
e Drought intensity and extent:
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%).

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Isolated areas not N

in category as D2 or higher across the state
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central Arkansas (5% of state).
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png

& Recent Change in Drought Intensity

S
“v.,.» Link to the latest 4-week change map for Arkansas

e One Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map
L l - .

o Scattered areas of drought degradations
were noted, with the greatest area of
degradation occurring across southwest
portions of the state.

Drought Change Since Last Week
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Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 10/13/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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Most of Arkansas
experienced well
below normal
precipitation
during the past 30
days.

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)

Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 10/18/26

image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;
image courtesy of Drought.gov

Last Updated: 10/18/26
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& Temperature

i =
e Temperatures
were Wel_[ above 7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly
normal during
the past 7 and
30 day periods.

Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 10/14/26 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 10/14/26
courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

s> Links: See/submit
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Agricultural and Wildlife Impacts
Recent dry conditions have led to significant impacts to livestock and agriculture

[ ]
Recent Agriculture and Livestock Impacts
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/016ac3b48c5049909106a23e6556311b#data_s=id%3AdataSource_3-CMOR_2022_Public_4642%3A23345

e Below to much below
normal streamflow
conditions were noted
at a number of rivers
across the state.
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1-Day Average Streamflow Conditions

Streamflow Conditions
Low Much Below Below Normal
Above Much Above High Not Ranked
Source(s): U.S. Geological Survey; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 10/17/26
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Agricultural Impacts

e Summarize .
.. . Crop Moisture Index @
conditions/impacts here Value for the October 4 - 10, 2026 v

Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile

Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)
ENb OFTHE GRoWG SEAson Based on prefiminary data

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS Below -3 1to1.9
WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW

SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING -29to2  2t02.9
BELOW ABOUT 55F.IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)

DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. -1.9to 1 M Above 3
-0.9to .9
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& Fire Hazard Impacts

S
+® Link to

A high fire danger is
forecast for the

Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

state through the
end of November.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
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Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued: October 1, 2026

Next Issue: Novernber 2, 2026
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

Normal [ | Predictive Services Area Boundary
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https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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‘& Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for October 18,

e Forecasts through the seven day 2026-October 25, 2026
period do not indicate precipitation to L
occur across most areas of the state.

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 10/18/26
courtesy of Drought.gov
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& Rapid Onset Drought Outlook

e Forecasts indicate flash drought conditions

are likely to develop across portions of the
state.

w National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration
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Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook

@ Days 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook
v Valid: October 26 - November 1, 2026

SEE PROBABILISTIC MAPS

NO HAZARDS POSTED

Flooding Possible

For nationwide drought coverage, please

Rapid Onset Drought Risk
visit https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu o

Climate Prediction Center

Ongoing Drought May Persist or Worsen
Released: October 18, 2026 3:00 PM EDT

Follow us: €@ X

Www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

National Weather Service
WFO Little Rock


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif

&

z&
> <
A7

#***

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

For Novembe r, Monthly Precipitation Outlook for November 1, Monthly Temperature Outlook for November 1,
g reater Ch ances 2026-November 30I, 2026 2026-November 30I, 2026

for above normal

precipitation is
indicated,
especially for
southern sections
of the state.

Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures
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Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures
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Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 10/15/26 Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 10/15/26
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

& Drought Outlook

vy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e Through the end of the year, drought condition

im provements are ex peCted . Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for October 15,
2026-January 31, 2027

Drought s Predicted To...
Links to the latest: Persist Improve End Develop No Drought

Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 10/15/26
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Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

