
 

Contact:  Dennis Cavanaugh          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

       785.727.0865                                                                          Friday, February 25, 2022  

                    Arkansas’ Severe Weather Awareness Week is Sunday, February 27th  - Saturday March 5th 

In 2021, there were 35 tornadoes, almost two dozen instances of hurricane force winds produced by thunderstorms,  

and devastating flash flooding in southeast sections of the state in early June. With all of our attention focused on 

wintry precipitation recently (February), it’s time to start looking ahead to severe weather season which traditionally 

starts in March. The National Weather Service (NWS), in cooperation with the Arkansas Division of Emergency 

Management, has designated the week of February 27th through March 5th as Severe Weather Awareness Week. This 

is a safety campaign designed to help Arkansans prepare for the spring storm season. 
 

For Arkansas’ 2022 Severe Weather Awareness Week 

(SWAW), the following safety topics will be highlighted: 
 

Sunday: Introduction to SWAW in Arkansas. 
 

Monday: Flooding - The difference between floods and flash 

floods, along with some examples.   
 

Tuesday: Lightning - Where and when lightning tends to 

strike, and how often.  We will also discuss the importance of 

postponing of outdoor activities until the storm has passed.  
 

Wednesday: Tornadoes - The frequency of weak versus 

devastating and long-lived tornadoes, how many tornadoes 

tend to occur each year, and a word about tornado sirens.   
 

Thursday: Severe Thunderstorms - In addition to tornadoes, 

the size of hail and the strength of thunderstorm wind gusts 

to be considered severe are discussed. There is also a new 

classification system for the strength of thunderstorms that 

technically went into effect last year, but hasn’t been used yet 

in Arkansas, so we thought it important to revisit this change.  
 

Friday: Watches & Warnings - Understanding the meaning of 

watches and warnings, how long they are in effect, and where 

they originate. We will discuss how a watch means that 

Arkansans should PREPARE for severe weather, and how a 

warning means severe weather is headed your way, and you 

must TAKE ACTION to ensure your safety. 
  

Saturday: Storm Reports  - We will focus on how the NWS 

needs and uses storm reports to improve the warning system. 

We will talk about ways to get reports to the NWS during and 

after severe weather.  
 

Visit: https://www.weather.gov/lzk/svrbro1.htm for more information!  

 The Time to Prepare is NOW!!  


