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Drought Information Statement for

West Texas & Southeast New Mexico
Valid 08/5/2026

Issued By: WFO Midland/Odessa
Contact Information: sr-maf.webmaster@noaa.gov
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This product will be updated September 5, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at https:/drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e  Please visit https://www.weather.gov/maf/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

B

SN

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration



& U.S. Drought Monitor
T"W* " ,a"s Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for [region]

e DROUGHT CONDITIONS UNCHANGED FOR OF U.S. Drought Monitor July 28, 2026
WEST TEXAS AND SE NM. Midland/Odessa, TX WFO s

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

e Droughtintensity and Extent f corent |07 85| s st | o0 | an
o D2 (Severe Drought): Covers a small portion of g el R e B

northwest Eddy County. MGl il el
o D1 (Moderate Drought): Portions of SE NM, NE ] it el el

Water Year 15.24 ( 36.09 | 22.20 | 15.02 [ 10.70 | 0.75

Permian Basin, Presidio, Brewster, and Terrell —
counties. ,m;:}f ' —
o  DO: (Abnormally Dry): Portions of the eastern = —

[ oo AbnormallyDry Il D3 Extreme Drought

Permian Basin, SE NM, Jeff Davis County, and 001 ot Dough B 4 Excepionsi Drug

. The Drought Moni
much of the Big Bend. s
Author:

David Simeral
DRI/WRCC

USDA #8. /AN
w——— @ L/ @@/

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid 8am EST July 28th.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
v Midland/Odessa

U.S. Department of Commerce



4 E »> Link to the latest 1-week change map for [region]

g
e One Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

o Mainly unchanged with a one class
degradation across northwestern Eddy

County.

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

1 Week

M 5 Ciass Degradation
I - Ciass Degradation
[ 3 Class Degradation

July 28, 2026
compared to
July 21, 2026

droughtmonitor.unl.edy | Hll 5 ciass improvement

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 1-week change map valid 8am
EST July 28th.

National Weather Service
Midland/Odessa
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é Precipitation

#***

Precipitation (in)

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
7/6/2026 - 8/4/2026
/6/ /4/ 7/6/2026 - 8/4/2026

e Precipitation amounts
were near to above
normal for about
two-thirds of the region

over the course of July. i o ail -
The western third of a_. iEm E.F( . -
the CWA saw mainly e :
below normal }1:‘2&% : .
precipitation. g ’ &

509k : o ~ o using provisiona a ACIS Web Servic
Generated 8/5/2026 using provisional dala. ACIS Web Services Using provisional data £IS Web Servie

Image Captions:
Left - Precipitation Amount for West Texas and SE NM
Right - Percent of Normal Precipitation for West Texas and SE NM
Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center.
Data over the past 30 days ending August 5, 2026

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
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®  Mirroring the precipitation Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)

maps, temperatures were 7/6/2026 — 8/4/2026

near to below normal across
the eastern two-thirds of the
area for much of July with
the Big Bend seeing average
monthly temperatures a
degree or two below normal.

e  Just like with precipitation,
the western third of the
region saw temperatures a
degree or two above normal
as drier conditions prevailed
for most of July.
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QIR /5008 . . o (o 26 using orovisicnal data. ACIS Web Services
Generated 8/5/2026  using provisional data. ACIS Weo Services 28 using orovisional dato IS Web Service

Image Captions:

Left - Average Temperature

Right - Departure from Normal Temperature

Data Courtesy High Plains Regional Climate Center.
Data over the past 30 days ending August 4, 2025

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit

;\

Hydrologic Impacts
e Most area rivers and tributaries remain near baseflow. Area reservoirs are
at 39.1% conservation capacity. See next page for more details.

Agricultural Impacts
A mix of impacts on crops and cattle for July as some areas saw above

. . :
normal rainfall that helped crops. Other areas saw above normal
temperatures, likely hampering certain yields. Further impacts are detailed

in the “Texas Crop and Weather Report”.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Fire weather impacts will be low through August, despite some areas
receiving below normal precipitation amounts through July.

Other Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time.

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation
information.

National Weather Service
Midland/Odessa

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm



o Th e Pecos Rive ran d Reservoir Pool Current %
Rio Grande are below i T Bl st Elevation | Elevation Full
N 4 < Using filters for
to extremely below < NOH‘?J{ sl Tt oo JB Thomas 2258.00 2228.39 23.7
o Sh{)winglocation_s with : : :
normal. However, : T T Tl s
Jssociated tributaries \v\ %, © @ oischarge Colorado 2070.20 2060.07 57.7
Qo (O Gage height Clty
are normal to above € | & venttoateriee
norma l_ O water temperature Champion 2083.00 2063.69 44.9
: O Any data creek
e All otherriver and ! Natural Dam
. . o[ Salt Lake 2457.00 M M
tributary basins are \ ol
normal. ‘ Moss Creek | 2337.00 2330.97 74.0
egend
) Monitoring location with Discharge, cubic feet per second
Extreme conditions
. »r an explanation of dot color shading and extreme conitions please see the Current conditi Brantley 3256.70 3239.50 24.0
. M Id l'a n d M O nth Lv urrent condition estimate
Hydrology Report for . e helotest Avalon 3177.40 3175.45 1.0
are aily av corded for this day of year.
J U n e 0-5 10-25 : 25-75 75»96 95-100
B — RE Red Bluff 2827.40 2815.54 48.2
Location hascl'eesss 'tr::nezzv;éaars gf daily data

e July Rainfall

Image Caption: USGS Daily Historical Percentile Discharge,
valid 1 August 2026

@ Eftiona:‘o?eifgc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration .
V U.S. Department of Commerce M Id la nd/Odessa



e Crop moisture remains
below normal,
particularly west of the
Pecos River Valley
where less rain has
fallen over the last
month. Some areas
around the Big Bend
have near normal
moisture thanks to
better rain and slightly
below normal average
temperatures.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Value for the July 26 - August 1, 2026 Vﬁ

g Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile

Crop Moisture Index

Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,

RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND
END OF THE GROWING SEASON.

USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS
OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS
WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW
SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING -2.9to 2 2 to 2.9
BELOW ABOUT 55F.IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)

DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX.

Based on preliminary data

Below -3 1to1.9

-1.9 to 1 [l Above 3
-0.9 to .9

Image Caption:
Right: Crop Moisture Index by Division. Weekly
value for period ending Aug. 1, 2026

National Weather Service
Midland/Odessa
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e Wildfire potential remains
normal for the region
through September. This
may change over the next
month and half depending
on how consistent rain will
be during that time. Above
normal temperatures may
also aid in curing fuels that
could lead to easier starts
of small fires.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

OUTDOOR BURN BAS

Email updates to:
burnban@tfs.tamu.edu
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local county judge's office or county website.

RI
Additional map format

Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
September 2026

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

N\ B Above [ State Boundary REDICTIVE|
N n. SERVICES
X D B Below [ Geographic Area Boundary

Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary

Map produced by
Predictive Services,
Nat ragency Fire Center

Boi
Issued: August 1, 2026
Next Issue: September 1, 2026

Latest TX Burn Ban map available
here.

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire
Potential Monthly Outlook for September 2026

National Weather Service
Midland/Odessa
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é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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e Little precipitation is forecasted for
the region over the next week. The
Davis Mountains southward into Big
Bend have the best chance to see
some measurable precipitation, but
forecasted amounts are currently not
enough to significantly change
drought conditions.

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF

Valid 12Z Wed Aug 05 2026
Thru 12Z Wed Aug 12 2026
Issued: 1026Z Wed Aug 05 2026
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC

Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast valid
Wednesday August 05 to Wednesday August 12

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
v Midland/Odessa

U.S. Department of Commerce



& Drought Outlook
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e The outlook for the rest

drought persisting
across West Texas and
southeast New Mexico
as medium to long
term forecasts show
little in the way of
significant precipitation.

Yoy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook
of the month ShOWS Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

Valid for August 2026

Released July 31, 2026

7 Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4)

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

Adam Allgood _ _ . Drought persists
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Predicti® Drought remains,
o, but improves
R/I 2 Drought removal likely
\
{z} < f\\ Drought development likely
T S | e <0
* ‘g.ﬁ’ 7\ @ [ ] No drought
o & La \ = _
{,, A7y o R @
i ) S B\
e naska (P s>
el https://go.usa.gov/3eZGd

Links to the latest:

Image Caption:

Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Released 07
31, 2026 valid for 08 2026

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Midland/Odessa



