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Ships over NWS’ Areas of Responsibility

https://www.marinetraffic.com/

https://www.marinetraffic.com/


How many 
of the U.S. Coast Guard’s
58,000 men and women

are meteorologists?



MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
AND 

THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND 
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
REGARDING 

THE MANAGEMENT OF MARINE 
WEATHER INFORMATION

https://www.weather.gov/media/marine/uscgmoa2020.pdf

https://www.weather.gov/media/marine/uscgmoa2020.pdf


The national-level MOA between NWS and 
USCG includes high-level requirements for:

1) USCG using NWS forecasts/products
2) NWS providing USCG IDSS (Spot Forecasts 

and Briefings)
3) NWS providing USCG training
4) NWS Office and USCG Unit visits
5) Familiarization Floats for NWS forecasters
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To accompany the 2020 MOA, a "CONOPS" (Concept of 
Operations) is needed from NWS to flesh out the details:

• Apr 2020 – Marine Service Program Team approved 
drafting a CONOPS via a Tiger Team:

William Ahue – WFO Portland Allison Allen – AFS
Debra Blondin – AWC Chris Birchfield – Eastern Region
John Bravender – WFO Honolulu John Cannon – WFO Portland
Scott Carpenter – Western Region Hector Casanova – NOAA’s USCG Liaison 
Eric Christensen – NHC/TAFB Leigh Eaton – Pacific Region
Darin Figurskey – OPC Chris Franks – Central Region
Rebecca Heim – Alaska Region Brian Hirsch – Central Region
Melissa Huffman – WFO Corpus Christi Stephen Konarik – NHC/TAFB
Jason Krekeler – OPC John Kuhn – AFS Marine
Brian Kyle – WFO Houston Chris Landsea – NHC/TAFB
Eric Lau – Pacific Region Jeffrey Lorens – Western Region
Katie Nguyen – Southern Region Matt Solum – Western Region
Liz Sommerville – WFO Corpus Christi Matt Strahan - AWC
Elizabeth Vickery – Pacific Region Wayne Weeks – AFS Marine
Kenneth Widelski – NWSOC Ronald Williams – Port Meteorologist
Anna Wolverton – WFO Jackson Darren Wright – AFS Marine



To accompany the 2020 MOA, a "CONOPS" (Concept of 
Operations) is needed from NWS to flesh out the details:

• Apr 2020 – Marine Service Program Team approved 
drafting a CONOPS via a Tiger Team

• Oct-Nov 2020 – Survey conducted NWS-wide on current 
“NWS-US Coast Guard Engagement”

• Feb 2021 (first draft)/Sep 2022 (final version) – “National 
Weather Service CONOPS for Products, Impact-based 
Decision Support Services, and Training/Outreach to the 
U.S. Coast Guard”

• Apr 2021 (first draft)/Sep 2022 (final version) –
“NWS/USCG Interactive Map”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Q9nZa9xAUApSkneCusBTIy7zzMwf9mb/view?ts=5fea3866
https://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d183824d6c30474eb53ae890636ab811
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USCG/NWS Coordination 
Liaison Group (UNCLOG)
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Appendix A

https://www.weather.gov/media/marine/NWS-USCG%20Operations%20Centers.pdf
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Appendix B

https://www.weather.gov/media/marine/Appendix%20B_National%20Weather%20Service%20Products.pdf
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1. Each NWS office should know which USCG assets 
they are responsible for. 

2. NWS personnel are encouraged to visit USCG 
offices (Headquarters, Districts, Sectors, Stations, 
Air Stations, Aids to Navigation Teams, and 
Marine Safety Units) within their area of 
responsibility, either in person or virtually, on a 
routine basis.

3. NWS offices should obtain and document 
important water and weather decision 
thresholds that may affect USCG operations and 
assets. 

4. NWS offices should maintain and share a 
standing document (a “playbook”) describing the 
office functions, its area of responsibility, 
products produced, and additional weather 
support available and how to obtain it, and 
24/7/365 office contact information.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e5YA0qldfUaYtkvwIjDi272v8xed5vph/view
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IDSS Opportunities:
1. Routine and Episodic Briefings
2. Websites dedicated to USCG weather 

support
3. Blogs and other communication 

support pieces
4. Spot Forecast webpage
5. Marine Point Forecast webpage
6. Various Weather Portals 
7. HYSPLIT and ALOHA (plume modeling)
8. Depending on the event, NWS may be 

able to provide dedicated on-site 
personnel to support USCG operations, 
such as during larger-scale weather 
events and/or hazardous material 
events. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WriY5TdTNENcDuAjxGlVNyYmeeWxVj2T/view?usp=sharing
https://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mfr/aviation/cg_keywest.php
https://www.weather.gov/spot/
https://www.weather.gov/marine/point
https://www.weather.gov/greatlakes/


4/25/2023 10:57 AM www.nhc.noaa.gov

Tropical Analysis and Forecast Branch
NWS National Hurricane Center

54 Spot Forecasts by NHC/TAFB 
for 2022 U.S. Coast Guard District Operations
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Training of USCG personnel on:

● Requesting/using Spot Forecasts;
● Requesting briefings for planned events 
and extreme weather;
● Local weather hazards;
● River forecasting and hydrology 
fundamentals;
● Ocean wave hazards;
● Aviation hazards;
● Rip current forecast process;
● NWS/NOAA websites and products;
● Submitting weather observations;
● Seasonal outlooks;
● Sea ice and Great Lakes ice hazards; and
● Tsunami detection and alerting.
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Visits to USCG/NWS Offices:

● General office familiarization;
● Training opportunities;
● In-person briefings;
● Tabletop Exercises/Drills;
● Hot Washes (post-event evaluations);
● Integrated Warning Team (IWT) 
meetings;
● Meteorology equipment 
maintenance;
● Open house events;
● Port/maritime security meetings; and
● Other workshops/meetings
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All NWS offices that have USCG assets in their 
area of responsibility should engage with the 
USCG on training …should be done in-person at 
a minimum of once yearly.

It is recommended that NWS offices invite the 
USCG offices in their area of responsibility to 
become part of the Weather Ready Nation 
Marine Ambassador program.

NWS offices with USCG assets in their area of 
responsibility should schedule reciprocal visits
on (at least) an annual basis.

NWS offices are encouraged to reach out to their 
USCG counterparts in their area of responsibility 
for the opportunity for NWS forecasters to join a 
Familiarization Float.

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/wrna-marine
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Request for all NWS Operational Offices with USCG 
Assets in their Area of Responsibility:

• Have all forecasters/managers check out the NWS-
USCG CONOPS website and read through the 
CONOPS;

• Have all forecasters/managers check out the 
NWS/USCG interactive map and know which USCG 
assets you are responsible for;

• Implement the best practices within the CONOPS 
over the next few months into your office;

• Provide world-class, consistent IDSS to our U.S. 
Coast Guard colleagues in support of their life-
saving mission!

https://www.weather.gov/marine/USCG-NWS-CONOPS
https://www.weather.gov/media/marine/USCG-NWS-CONOPS-Sep132022%20Signature-s.pdf
https://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d183824d6c30474eb53ae890636ab811
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