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Important

Messages:

El Niiio is likely to emerge soon

'/EI Nifio is likely to emerge soon
(82% chance in May-July 2026)
and continue through the
Northern Hemisphere winter.

\/EI Nifno, soil moisture, and MJO
composites were all relied on for
the June & summer outlooks.

/Equal chances for (below-, near-,
& above-normal) temperatures
across the Midwest are
associated with El Nifio (the JAS
& ASO seasons lean cold there).

Seasonal Drought Outlook

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

I

Valid for May 21 - August 31, 2026
Released May 21, 2026

S
%
e

® Drought is expected to persist
across Wyoming and parts of the
Northern & Central Plains.

® Drought development is
expected in North Dakota,
northern South Dakota, and
western Minnesota.

e Drought improvement is
expected in Colorado, southeast
Missouri, and Kentucky.
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National Weather Service
Central Region Climate Outlook

“* @ Drier-than-normal

June 2026 — August 2026

Sunday, May 24, 2026 3:22 PM

June 2026 Temperature
& Precipitation
Outlooks

e Above-normal temperatures
are favored from the
Ohio/Tennessee River Valleys
west into the Central Plains,
and into Colorado and
Wyoming.

® An early and active monsoon
season is expected this year.
This favors above-normal
precipitation spreading into
parts of Colorado and western
Kansas. Equal chances are
favored across the remainder of
the region.

June-July-August 2026
Temperature &
Precipitation Outlooks

e Above-normal
temperatures are favored
from eastern Kentucky
through southwest Missouri
northwest into Wyoming and
the western Dakotas.

One Month Temperature Outlook
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Month Precipitation Outlook
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Three Month Precipitation Outlook
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conditions are favored across
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® An active monsoon
continuing into summer
favors above-normal precip
across much of CO & WY.

®q Building a Weather-Ready Nation

For more info, contact; shawn.rossi@noaa.gov

Click to evaluate this product



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qaUhf7qPTAecAvhQ5QEB_iFBwqVHYkNzRKlWds2oy_U/edit
https://twitter.com/NWSHastings
http://www.weather.gov/gid/fire
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off14_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off14_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
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> Central Region Climate Outlook

ENSO Status: El Nino Watch

National Weather Service June 2026 — August 2026

Sunday, May 24, 2026 3:22 PM
IRI/CPC Probabilistic ENSO

Forecast/Plumes

NOAA CPC ENSO Strength Probabilities (issued May 2026)

100 based on thresholds in ERSSTYS Relative Nifio-3.4 index/RONI

ery Srong El Nefio
B e = 10C
90+ Strang EI Hifio
B ) 500 5 inden < 20°C
| -  Modarata El Nifio
80+ B9 100 s inoex = 1.5°C
imak £l Nifa
L B 8¢ 5 index < 1.0°C
704 Hetral
-0.5°C < index < 0.5'C
‘Wieak La Mifia
60+ B2 o5z ingex = 1.0°¢
Moderate Ls Nefa
| | B3 10 = index = -15%C
504 Strang La Mifka
B 150 = index = -20C
Vary Strong La Nifa
40 B 0 s 20
304 =
20 :
. iRl vinls 89 ol Ay
|| | 1| mean bigger weather snd cimate
10 1 Impacts, Stonger eents can
I ek I rrigre ey Ehat Certan
— — impacts coukd occur
0 : I I -
OND NDJ

AM| M) JA  JAS  ASO  SON DJF
Season

Percent Chance (%)

While confidence in the occurrence of El Nifio has
increased since last month, there is still substantial
uncertainty in the peak strength of El Nifio, with no

strength categorization exceeding a 37% chance. It
Is important to remember, stronger El Nifilo events
do not ensure strong impacts; they can only make
certain impacts more likely.

Useful Links/Info:

Latest information from NOAA Climate
Sea Surface Temperatures from the Climate Prediction
Center

Latest ENSO Discussion from the Climate Prediction Center
Drought Information from the US Drought Monitor
Interactive GIS Mapping from NCEI (Anomalies/Rankings)
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For more info, contact: shawn.rossi@noaa.gov

Percent Chance (%)

Official NOAA CPC ENSO Probabilities (issued May 2026)

based on -0.5°/40.5°C thresholds in ERSSTv5 Relative Nifio-3.4 index/RONI

B El Nifo
20 70 Neutral
I La Nifia

AM) MJ) m JAS ASO  SON  OND NDJ DJF
Season

CCSR/IRI Model Predictions of ENSO from May 2026
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Nino3.4 SST Anomaly (°C)
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OBSERVED FORECAST

El Nifio is likely to emerge soon (82%
chance in May-July 2026) and continue
through Northern Hemisphere winter
2026-27 (96% chance in December 2026
— February 2027).

Other Teleconnection Info

The progression of the MJO in the
western Pacific could result in cooler
temperatures across the eastern and
central CONUS around the start of June,
but the MJO generally has weaker
impacts for this time of year.

Building a Weather-Ready Nation

Click to evaluate this product



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1qaUhf7qPTAecAvhQ5QEB_iFBwqVHYkNzRKlWds2oy_U/edit
https://twitter.com/NWSHastings
http://www.weather.gov/gid/fire
https://www.noaa.gov/climate
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_update/gsstanim.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/national/mapping/
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