
*These data are preliminary and have not undergone final QC by NCEI. Therefore, these data are subject to revision. Final andcertified climate data can be 
accessed at the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI). 

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/customer-support




ÅWhat was our localized forecast?

ÅWasthe forecast anomalycorrect?Partially - Ouranomaly forecast wastoo far on the warm side,by 2.5degreesF. Actualanomaliesacross
the forecastareawere-2°Fto +4°F

ÅWasthe expectedimpact correct? Yes,until the 11th and generallyȬ.Ïȭthereafter . Frostandfreezewasa concernearlyin the month. There
were alsosomewildfires aroundthe time of the warm spell that lasted through the 11th. However,thereafter, significant rainfall and some
mountainsnowresultedin warmernightsandlesserfire danger.

ÅDid our forecast improveuponthe CPCforecast?No. Our localizedforecastwasmisleadingbecauseit wastoo warm.

Observed May Temp. Anomaly Temp.
Forecast 

for
May 2020





Average 
(°F)

Departure 
from 

Normal

Average Max 
(°F)

Departure 
from 

Normal

Average Min 
(°F)

Departure 
from 

Normal

North Bend 54.8 1.9° 61.8 2.9° 47.9 0.9°
Roseburg 60.8 2.3° 72.6 2.7° 49.1 1.9°
Medford 61.6 1.8° 75.0 1.7° 48.2 2.0°

Klamath Falls 53.0 2.1° 68.4 3.1° 37.7 1.1°
Montague, CA 59.6 3.5° 75.9 4.2° 43.4 3.0°

Mt. Shasta City, CA 55.6 1.2° 69.9 0.8° 41.2 1.5°
Alturas, CA 53.1 1.4° 69.7 1.9° 36.5 0.9°



Max (°F) Date(s) Min (°F) Date(s)

North Bend 69° 11th & 16th 41° 23rd

Roseburg 93° 28th 40° 4th & 7th

Medford 96° 28th 36° 4th

Klamath Falls 89° 28th 23° 3rd

Montague, CA 98° 28th 28° 3rd

Mt. Shasta City, CA 90° 28th 29° 4th

Alturas, CA 93° 29th 24° 4th

Date
Record
High

Old Record/Year

Roseburg 8th 90° 84° / 1939

28th 93° 90° / 2009

Mt Shasta City 8th 85° 84° / 2012

9th 86° 85° / 1969



ÅWhat wasour localizedforecast?Our localizedMay precipitation forecastwasfor BELOWnormal precipitation acrossthe forecastarea (in the 20-80% range).
It wasmentionedthat precipitationwasȰÌÉËÅÌÙto beclosestto normalprecipitationfrom about the CoastRangewestward.ȱ

ÅWas the forecast anomaly correct? Mostly no, except in portions of Lake and Modoccounties. The actual rangeof anomalieswas25% to 200%+ of normal.
Mostareaswere90%and200%of normal.

ÅWasthe expectedimpact correct?No and Yes. Expectationsfor increaseddrought andwildfire concernsdisappearedfor most of the areaon or slightly after the
12th dueto significantrainfall. Our forecastdid indicateȰÁÎincreasedpotential for showersandthunderstormsfrom the 2nd weekÏÎ×ÁÒÄȱ.

ÅDid our forecast improve upon the CPCforecast?No. The data we had availablefor the localizedoutlook indicated increaseduncertainty in the precipitation
forecastdueȰÁÎÏÍÁÌÏÕÓsouthwesterlyflow whichwill openthe door for showersand thunderstormsfrom the 2nd weekof the month onward.ȱ#0#ȭÓforecast
wasbetter.

Precip.
Forecast

for 
May 2020





Total
Departure 

from Normal
Greatest 

24-hr Total
Date(s)

North Bend ΪȢάάȱΧȢΨέȱ ΧȢΦΪȱ 13th

Roseburg ΩȢΨΨȱΦȢίΫȱ ΧȢΧίȱ 30th

Medford ΨȢΫΦȱΧȢΧίȱ ΧȢΪέȱ 30th

Klamath Falls ΧȢΧήȱ-ΦȢΨΦȱ ΦȢΩΩȱ 17th

Montague, CA ΨȢΦΩȱΦȢάΧȱ ΦȢέΨȱ 30th

Mt. Shasta City, CAΩȢΩίȱΧȢΧέȱ ΧȢΫΦȱ 17th

Alturas, CA ΧȢΨάȱ-ΦȢΧΦȱ ΦȢΩέȱ 17th

Observed Precipitation

Departure from Normal

Date / Amount Old Record / Year

Medford ΧȢΪέȱ Ⱦ ΩΦth ΦȢέΪȱ Ⱦ ΧίίΩ

Montague ΦȢέΨȱ Ⱦ ΩΦth ΦȢΪήȱ Ⱦ ΧίΪί

North Bend ΧȢΦΦȱ Ⱦ Ψnd ΦȢίΧȱ Ⱦ ΧίέΫ

Roseburg ΧȢΧίȱ Ⱦ ΩΦth ΦȢΪΫȱ Ⱦ ΧίΪΩ



Observed (as of June 2nd)
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On Saturday, May 30th, 2020, an
unusually wet storm system moved
northward along the West Coast.
Tapping into copiousmoisture pooling
from the Cascades westward, this
system delivered rain amounts more
typical of late fall and early winter, as
opposed to late spring. Amounts of
1.00-1.50 inches were common, with
some locations reaching or exceeding
2.00 inches. The1.47inchesof rain that
fell at the Medford Rogue Valley
International Airport almost doubled
the daily rainfall record of 0.74 inches
seton May30, 1993.

It alsowent downasthe 2nd wettest dayin Mayeverrecordedin Medford,secondto only the
1.67 inchesof rain that fell on May 18, 1956. To get an appreciationfor just how wet this
systemwas,the 1.47inchesthat occurredthat day in Medfordwasmore than what normally
occursduring the entire month, which is 1.31inches!Dueto precedingdry conditions,there
were no flooding impacts and, other than some minor riseson area streams,creeksand
rivers,pondingof water on roadwaysand reducedvisibility at times were the main hazards.
Eventhough this systembrought neededwater to area reservoirsand reducedfire risk, it
×ÁÓÎȭÔnearlyenoughto quell the long term drought the areahasbeenin dating backto last
year. Recordsin Medfordhavebeenkept since1911.

Anomalously Wet Late Season System 
& Thunderstorm Outbreak

Upper Air Pattern May 30th



Pictures submitted to NWSMedfordFacebook page

In addition to the copiousamountsof precipitation, the
dynamics of this system brought a rather significant
thunderstormoutbreakto the area. Onecell in particular
produced golf ball sized hail near the Klamath Marsh
area with another report of golf ball sized hail in the
Chemult area. Over 850 lightning strikes were recorded
during this outbreak, and even a cold core funnel cloud
wasspotted in the Dorrisareathat afternoon.

Cloud to Ground Lightning Flash Summary 11 pm May 29thɀ11pm May 30th

Hail stones near Crescent







NOHRSC Snow Depth (Shaded) & 
Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of 

Normal (Bubble) 
as of 6/2/2020



Crater Lake

Average Max 
Temp(°F)

Average Min 
Temp (°F)

Total 
Precipitation

Total 
Snowfall

Snow Depth 
as of: 05/31/20

Highest Max/ Lowest 
Min 

May 51.0 30.6° άȢΪΩȱ ΨΧȢΦȱ ΧΧȱ
72° on 29th /

21° on 3rd, 7th, & 15th

Normal
(1981-2010)

49.2° 28.4° ΩȢΫέȱ ΧΫȢίȱ ΫΩȱ N/A

Image Courtesy: NPS





Temperatures:

Along the coast lows are around 50 with highs in the 60s. Inland, valley high
temperatures are usually in the 70s to mid 80s. Nights are typically cool, with
average minimum temperatures in the 30s and 40s in the valleys east of the
Cascades,and in the 40s to near50 in the valleyswest of the Cascades. Thehigher
mountains typically experiencehighs in the 50s and 60s, with lows in the 30s to
lower40s.

Precipitation:

June is a dry season month, so it typically features limited precipitation.
Precipitationoften comesin the form of showersand thunderstorms,but a frontal
systemsdo still occur,though muchlessfrequentlythan in the wetter monthsof the
year. Nearly half of the forecast area receives,on average,and inch or less of
precipitation in June. The mountainsget 1 to 3 inchesof water in June,except in
portions of the Cascadesand CoastRange,where3 to asmuch as6 inchesoccurs,
on average. West of the Coast Range and in eastern Douglas County normal
precipitationis2 to 4 inches.

Snow:

CraterLakeNP(1ȭÓaverageJunesnowfall is 4.1 inches,per the 1981-2010normal
period. Averagesnow depth there for the 1931-2000 time period is 51 incheson
June1st, and6 inchesonJune30th.

Lightning, 2003-2017Average:

The averagenumber of cloud to ground lightning strikes in the Medford County
Warning Area during the month of June from 2003 to 2017 was 3,080. For
comparison,the averagefor Mayis2,466and4,196for July.

Normal June Precipitation

Average Minimum Temperatures Average Maximum Temperatures


