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Overall, April was a warm month with the worst tornado outbreak since 1984.

Temperatures reached the 80s across the area with New Bern reaching 90
degrees. According to the state climatologist, April 2011 was ranked the 11th
warmest April on record, with Cape Hatteras and Beaufort being the warmest
on record.

Rainfall amounts across our area were variable, with a wide range of
precipitation (~1.5-5 inches) this month. The NW inner section of our CWA had
the highest amount while the New Bern area was the lowest. Half of the CWA is
under a D1 (Drought-Moderate) and the other half is under DO (Abnormally

Dry).

On April 16, a strong cold front associated with a negative tilted upper level
trough produced 12 tornados and one-inch hail across our CWA. Then on April
28 another strong cold front produced 2 tornados (Duplin & Craven) with

baseball-size hail in Craven county.

DISCLAIMER from Bel: The climate data provided are preliminary and have not undergone final
quality control by NCDC. Therefore...this data is subject to revision.
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Overall, average Max & Min temperature were near to above normal this month.
Average temperatures were 1 to 7 degrees above normal.
HSE (1893) and MRH (2000) were the warmest on record.




~—— Max and Min Tem perature within our CWA

Beaufort 81 42
Cape Hatteras 81 48
New Bern 90 34
Greenville 87 35
Kinston AG 86 36
Williamston 86 36
Plymouth 88 34
Aurora 88 42
Bayboro 87 37

All the counties within our CWA have reached to the 80s, with EWN reaching to 90
degrees. Some of the cool nights were in the beginning of the month.



Beaufort

Cape Hatteras 1.85
New Bern 1.56
Greenville 4.68
Kinston AG 3.92
Williamston 3.33
Plymouth 3.79
Aurora 1.96
Bayboro 3.02

Variable amount of rainfall

Since January, our CWA is below normal on
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across our CWA.
Precipitation totals generally ranged from ~1.5t0 5
inches over the area with the higher precipitation
totals were to the NW section of our CWA.

precipitation amounts. (look @ bottom graphic)

Newport/Morehead City. NC (MHX): April. 2011 Monthly Observed Precipitation
Valid at 5/1/2011 1200 UTC- Created 5/3/11 21:47 UTC
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U.S. Drought Monitor "5
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Intensity: Drought Impact Types:
[] DO Abnormally Dry r~ Delineates dominant impacts
[ D1 Drought - Moderate A = Agricultural (crops, pastures,
[ D2 Drought - Severa grasslands) D

B O3 Drought - Extreme H = Hydrological (water)
B C4 Drought - Exceptional USDA
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condifions, ol ,,m,w_w,@ @ u ‘

Local conditions may vary. See accompanying fext summary

for forecast statements. Released Thursday, May 12, 2011
ht‘lp:ﬁdmught.unl.edufdm Author: Rich Tinker, NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC
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http://www.drought.gov/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_792_223_0_43/http;/drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html
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Drought ongoing. some
improvement Depicts large-scabe trends based on subjecireely dermred probabilities guided
by short- and long-range statistcal and dynamical forecasts. Shor-lerm ewents
- Drought likely to improve, - such as mdradual storms -- cannol be accurabely forecast mare than a few days n advance
impacts ease Use cauton for applicabons — such as crops -- that can be affected by sueh events.
“Ongoing” drought areas are approwmated from the Drought Monstor (D1 to D4 infensiy)
Drought development For weekly drought updates, see the ktest US. Drowght Monitor. NOTE: the graen improsement
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http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.gif
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