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Summary 

 

 

 

   

DISCLAIMER from Bel: The climate data provided are preliminary and have not undergone final  

quality control by NCDC. Therefore…this data is subject to revision. 

March was an extremely warm month as above normal ridging dominated across the eastern half of the country, with 

maximum averaged temperatures in the upper 60s  to lower 70s and average lows ranged in the upper 40s to lower 

50s.  March was 6 to 9 degrees above normal (average temperature). A great portion of our COOP and ASOS sites 

have broken several high temperature records during March. Unfortunately, I can not say the same for precipitation, as  

inland counties had above normal precipitation versus the coastal area, but overall precipitation continues to be below 

normal for the CWA for the year to date. Drought Conditions in the coastal plains area and along Highway 64 conditions 

have improved from D1 (Moderate Drought) to D0 (Abnormally Dry). 

 
 

 

La Niña conditions continued to weaken during March as water temperatures in the eastern equatorial Pacific continued 

to increase. The Niño index in March was -0.6°C for the Niño 3.4 region which according to CPC this is considered to 

be a weak La Niña.  
 

 

 

 



Avg_ Max 
Avg_Max 
Normal Avg_ Min 

Avg_Min 
Normal 

Beaufort 70.8 na 53.2 na 

Cape Hatteras 68.2 60.2 53.5 44.5 

New Bern 72.7 64.3 49.5 42.1 

Greenville 72.4 63.3 49.1 40.3 

Kinston AG 74.3 67.8 51.4 40.6 

Williamston 71.1 63.0 48.6 41.0 

Plymouth 72.4 65.4 48.9 40.6 

Aurora 70.7 63.2 50.9 40.8 

Bayboro 71.6 66.0 47.1 41.2 

Average Temperatures within our CWA 

The CWA was 6 to 9 degrees above normal temperature (average) for the month of March.  



Max and Min Temperature within our CWA 

MAX MIN 

Beaufort 85 33 

Cape Hatteras 79 38 

New Bern 84 31 

Greenville 84 27 

Kinston AG 83 27 

Williamston 84 29 

Plymouth 83 27 

Aurora 84 35 

Bayboro 83 32 



Precipitation 
(inches) 

Normal Differences 

Beaufort 2.57 na na 

Cape Hatteras 4.13 4.95 -0.82 

New Bern 3.13 4.49 -1.36 

Greenville 7.15 4.07 3.08 

Kinston AG 4.34 4.4 -0.06 

Williamston 4.06 4.33 -0.27 

Plymouth 4.39 4.72 -0.33 

Bayboro 2.94 4.08 -1.14 

March’s Rain versus Normal 

Departure from Normal 

for March 

Total Precipitation for March 

Precipitation throughout Eastern NC was not so 

even distributed during the month of March. 

Inland counties received above normal 

precipitation, while the coastal area was below 

normal. 
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