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A Spring Flood & Water Resources Outlook  “eo e oot

Key Messages

e Spring f
e Spring f

ood risk is near to below average for most of southern Wisconsin
ood risk is below average for the lower Wisconsin River

o T

nis risk pertains to the underlying risk for the 3 month season of March 16 -

May 14 as a whole. Flood risk for individual rain or snow melt events may be
higher.

e Factors related to this risk: Below average snowpack, near average soil moisture, near

average

streamflow, and mostly thawed soils

e The greatest risk of flooding occurs with a rapid snowmelt or rain, especially on
a frozen ground.
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Key Ingredients Antecedent Impact to Spring
Conditions Floodin - - -
> Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:

Winter Precipitation Near Normal Normal Risk
River Levels Near Normal Normal Risk
River Ice Normal Risk
p N/A N/A
Conditions
Soil Moisture Near Normal Normal Risk The risk is dominated by lack (_)f a snowpack but |
offset by somewhat elevated rivers due to recent rain.
: Other factors have a neutral effect. There is the
FIREEU DL normal ACIUIEL LT potential for heavy precipitation over the next few
Snow Conditions / Near to Below days so runoff from any rain and melting snow will
. Lesser Risk : : : :
Water Equivalent Normal result in elevated river levels and a flood risk early in
the outlook period.
Rate of Snowmelt TBD TBD

Spring Weather Slight Chances for The spring outlook ha§ sl_lghtly increased odds for
Outlook Above Normal above average precipitation.
National Oceanic and I i
I ; SHE A EgEIR] Lesser Risk | Normal Risk - To Be Determined National Wea_ther Service
Milwaukee, WI

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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12:30 PM CDT

Departure from Normal Precipitation (in) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
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Generated 3/11/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Services Generated 3/11/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Services

e Winter precipitation was 1 to 2 inches below normal across far southern Wisconsin and within 1 inch of normal
across the remainder of southern Wisconsin.

e Temperatures were 1 to 2 degrees above normal.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
v Atmospheric Administration M ilwau kee WI
U.S. Department of Commerce y
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e [here is no snow on the ground across
southern Wisconsin, which is common for
this time of year.

e There is about 3 inches of water content in
the snowpack across the headwaters of the
Wisconsin River (not shown). This ranks in
the <10 - 30th percentile (image on right),
meaning below average. This is a large
factor in the reduced flood risk for the lower
Wisconsin River.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

£% Snow Water Equivalent

March 12, 2026
12:30 PM CDT

North Central River Forecast Center

Ranked Simulated Snow Water Equivalent
Valid for 03/09/2026 12 GMT

[No Snow
90% - 100%
80% - 90%
70% - 80%
650% - 70%
50% - 60%
40% - 50%
30% - 40%
20% - 30%
10% - 20%
Less than 10%

Y
T /
Note: This map compares current NCRFC Modeled SWE with the historical record of modeled SWE
for each basin. An area ranked as 'Less than 10 percent' is at the lower end of the record
and one ranked near 100 percent is at the higher end. A 50 percent ranking indicates

current SWE is in the middle of our historical record. Created on 03/10/2026 at 02:03:21 AM CDT

National Weather Service
Milwaukee, WI
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r& River Levels larch 12, 2020
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4> Map shows USGS Streamflow Percentile from 3/11/26
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e Streamflow is near average across . o .. é ,' N 4
most of southern Wisconsin ! o RO oty .-
e Streamflow in far southeast » e ¥ s o
Wisconsin is above average due to o Doy k Much above norma
recent rainfall. These rivers typically I &0l oy NS -
rise and fall quickly and are -0 K & 4 SOt % o o
anticipated to fall before the next o g s
rain and/or snowmelt. b e oy
@ Not flowing
e Rivers are ice free e B ot
et § Mernen

® Recent measurement u

< USGS

soience for a changing workd

e There is some room in theriversto @
contain precipitation and runoff

Lake Mi

https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?region=lower48

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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Frost Depth

Map shows latest frost depth in inches

e Frost depth at some sites is just a

few inches across southern
Wisconsin but is totally thawed at

many sites. Substantial thawing has
occurred Iin the past two weeks.
e The ground typically thaws in mid

March.

e Thawed soils will allow some
infiltration, helping to reduce the

flood risk
14 in

Dubuque

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerci
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https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/LMI_FrostDepthMap
National Weather Service
Milwaukee, WI
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& Soil Moisture 12:30 PM CDT
¢ S Map shows CPC Soil Moisture
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_ , . Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
e Soil moisture is in the 10-20th MAR 11, 2026

percentile across far southern SN
Wisconsin and the 30-70th
percentile across the remainder
of southern Wisconsin.

45N 1

e There is room in the soils to -
absorb precipitation and runoff

JIN 1

J0N

29N 1

120W 100W BOW
| . [(—
1 5 10 20 30 70 80 99 95 99

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
v Atmospheric Administration Milwaukee WI
U.S. Department of Commerce ]
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e Moderate Drought conditions are
indicated across parts of south-west
Wisconsin and Abnormally Dry
conditions are indicated across the
remainder of southern Wisconsin.

e Drought developed during the fall.

e Drought reduces spring flood risk
because the solil is better able to
absorb moisture.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

r& Latest Drought Conditions

U.S. Drought Monitor
Milwaukee/
Sullivan, WI WFO
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March 12, 2026
12:30 PM CDT

March 10, 2026

(Released Thursday, Mar. 12, 2026)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 | D1-D4 | D2-D4 oxZnr S

Cument 265 [97.35 1582 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week

a0 257 (9743 12341 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

3 MonthsAgo
s 7.46 | 9254 | 3062 | 219 | 0.00 | 0.00

Start of
Calendar Year | 7.46 | 9254 |18.76 | 214 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-06-2026

Start of
Water Year 7539 (2461 | 0.00 | 0.00 ( 0.00 | 0.00
09-30-2025

One YearAgo | , o7 (o543 (5076 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
03-11-2025

Intensity:

|:| None [:] D2 Severe Drought
|:] DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[ ] 01 Moderate Drought  [Jll D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.unl. edu/About.aspx

Author:
Brad Pugh
CPC/NOAA

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

National Weather Service

Milwaukee, WI
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Long Range Flood Outlook

March 12, 2026
12:30 PM CDT

Probability of Flood Stage March 16 - May 14 for NWS River Forecast Points

Location

Wis River - Wisconsin Dells
Wis River - Portage

Baraboo River - Reedsburg
Baraboo River - Rock Springs
Baraboo River - West Baraboo
Baraboo River - Baraboo
Black Earth Creek

Fox River - Princeton

Fox River - Berlin

National Oceanic and

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Chance of Exceeding Minor
Flood Stage / Historical Values

12/ 25
55/69
41/ 37
37137
12/16
43 / 41
<5/<5
14 /19
17123

<5/23
38 /51
25/23
23122
8/8

718

<5/<b5
<5/<b5
<5/<b5

Chance of Exceeding Moderate
Flood Stage / Historical Values

National Weather Service

Milwaukee, WI



Long Range Flood Outlook

March 12, 2026
12:30 PM CDT

Probability of Flood Stage March 16 - May 14 for NWS River Forecast Points

Location

Rock River - Watertown

Rock River - Jefferson

Rock River - Fort Atkinson
Rock River - Lake Koshkonong
Rock River - Afton

Crawfish River - Milford

Turtle Creek - Clinton
Pecatonica River - Darlington
Pecatonica River - Blanchardville
Pecatonica River - Martintown
Sugar River - Albany

Sugar River - Brodhead

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Chance of Exceeding Minor
Flood Stage / Historical Values

10/ 16
31/38
14120
38/44
36 /43
27 | 37
9/13
<5/<5
10/13
7/22
<5/<5
19/ 31

6/11
24 |27
719
26/ 32
14 /19
7711
<5/<5
<5/<5
<5/<5
<5/<5
<5/<5
<5/8

Chance of Exceeding Moderate
Flood Stage / Historical Values

National Weather Service

Milwaukee, WI
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Long Range Flood Outlook

Probability of Flood Stage March 16 - May 14 for NWS River Forecast Points

Location

Sheboygan River - Sheboygan
Cedar Creek - Cedarburg
Milwaukee River - Cedarburg
Root River - Franklin

Root River Canal - Raymond
Root River - Racine

Fox River - Waukesha

Fox River - New Munster

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Chance of Exceeding Minor
Flood Stage / Historical Values

18 /28
8/12
20/ 37
21/25
23125
6/9
11/16
51 /57

8/10
<5/<b5
7111
<5/<b5
517
<5/<b5
5/9
10/ 24

March 12, 2026
12:30 PM CDT

Chance of Exceeding Moderate
Flood Stage / Historical Values

National Weather Service

Milwaukee, WI
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e Rain and snow is
expected over the
weekend followed by
milder temperatures
next week

e Thereis a 70-90%
chance of exceeding
one inch of precipitation
and a 30-50% chance
of exceeding 2 inches
of precipitation
Saturday through
Monday

e Runoff from
precipitation and
melting snow may
result in rising rivers
starting later next week

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

March 14 - 16 Precipitation
Probability of 1+ Inch

of Precipitation

8‘8\%‘

Bagabioo

e
8590
Madiee

77,5 %0
Janesville

30%

28%
Platteville 300/0
_ Janesville 28%
o Kenosha

March 12, 2026
12:30 PM CDT

Probability of 2+ Inch
of Preciitation

46%

Stevens P}om't

@shkosh

47%
52% Sheboygan

Waupun

- 50%
WestiBend

45%
Madison Mi?wgexz/lt)ee

24%

Waukegan

40% | 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

— High —
National Weather Service
Milwaukee, WI

— Medium —
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el These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks and months ahead
(S 8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook @

Mid March Outlook

e 40-50% chance of above average
temperature

e 36% of chance of near average
precipitation

‘

8-14 Day Temperature Outlook @

Valid: March 19 - 25, 2026
Issued: March 11, 2026

Probability P Probability
(Percent Chance) . i (Percent Chance)
Above Normal Below Normal i Above Above Normal Below Normal
Leaning 1 33.40% Near  33-40% “> Leaning ® Leaning 33-40% Near  33-40% \_ Leaning
Above "\ [N 40-50%  Normal  40-50% /" Below - Above 40-50%  Normal  40-50% Below
f % o 9/ 3 i
(I 50-60% B 50-60% \ [ 50-60% i) 50-60% [ \‘
1 60-70% 60-70% [N " 9
Likely # “ Likely I 60-70% 60-70% I |
I 70-80% 70-80% I Likely - Likely
Above Below I 70-80% 70-80% NI
I 80-90% 80-90% [ | Above | - eo-c0% 30-00% I Below
I ©0-100% 90-100% NI/ \ I 90-100% 90-100% -J‘

Seasonal Outlook <
Seasonal Temperature Outlook &
; bl s i . Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2025
Issued: February 20, 2025 - %cp//g;?\\lfued. February 20, 2025 -

e Equal chances of above/below/near  [# = I
. elow > }/ [ “
normal temperatures (] AT Ny R | {’7

e 30-40% chance of above normal v
precipitation N

e Heavy rain in a short period of time
may increase flood threat

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

5 9
P \\ k '
N Y1
) A)
Probability Q
(Percent Chance)
Above Near Below .

Normal Normal Normal - -

Probability

(Percent Chance)
ve eal Below

=

\
it S 77 Equal |

Abo N
Normal Normal Normal - -

- 4
> /
Chances Leai B 35.40% [0 33-40% [ 3340% \_ Leani i i

" eaning - -40% L eaning f/ Chances | Leaning 33-40% []33-40% [] 33-40% Leaning
) Sio@ Above "\ 40-50% [ 40-50% [ 40-50% _/ Below s Q‘{ er, Above "\ _ [ 40-50% [ 40-50% [ 40-50% Below

.7 Belo B 50-60% [ s0-60% ! SRS . so-c0% [ s0-60%

- 3 I 60-70% Rt : - 5 Equal 700
‘ Likely ’ ., " y § G Likely ) WM 0TO% ol T Y

B Above 1{"'_ " Above
» .

National Oceanic and "
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Below

Equal
I 60-70% "
., Chances . Likely
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I s0-90% I s0-00% A N s0-90% N 50-90%

I ©0-100% [ ©0-100% Avmaig e I 00-100% I ©0-100%

&


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
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Key Messages

. . :
e Spring flood risk is near to below average for most FLOOD' NG’ BE SME' |
of southern Wisconsin A : %

o \?Vpi)gggnfski)nog i:/izl; is below average for the lower @ Turn Aroun d Don, t Drown

o  This risk pertains to the underlying risk for
the 3 month season of March 16 - May 14
as a whole. Flood risk for individual rain or
snow melt events may be higher.

Additional Resources
e Factors related to this risk: Below average

snowpack, near average soil moisture, near average NWS Milwaukee Website Forecast Points (Hourly
streamflow, and mostly thawed soils North Central River Forecast Details)
e The greatest risk of flooding occurs with a rapid Center s M"Wa”:;:e esp"“q Flood
snowmelt or rain, especially on a frozen ground. River Observations and —dage
Forecasts for southern WI Flood Safety Information
NWS Milwaukee on Facebook USGS National Water

Final Update Dashboard

NWS Milwaukee on Twitter

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
V Atmospheric Administration M inau kee WI
U.S. Department of Commerce y


https://www.weather.gov/mkx/
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/mkx
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/mkx
https://www.facebook.com/NWSMilwaukee
https://twitter.com/NWSMKX
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/mkx/springfloodoutlook
https://www.weather.gov/mkx/springfloodoutlook
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D

