Southern Wisconsin Spring Flood Outlook

March 11, 2021

National Weather Service
Milwaukee

www.weather.gov/mkx




Key Points —T=IEEE
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Much Below Below
Average Average

* Spring flood risk is average

* Break up ice jam risk: Low

* River and shoreline flooding possible near Lake Michigan
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What Has Changed

* Flood risk went from above average to average
* Remains average for Wisconsin River basin

Flood Risk
Factor

Snowpack
Streamflow

Soil moisture

Frost depth

Feb 26

Above average
Average to high

Average

Low to Average

March 11

None
Average to high

Average

Low

Impact

Decreases flood risk

Slightly Increases flood risk —
running higher with recent
snowmelt

Slightly Increases flood risk —
slightly higher with recent
snowmelt

Slightly Decreases flood risk
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Soil Moisture Percentile Frost Depth
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Precipitation Outlook for March-April-May Season

Above-NormallFavored
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Below 23%

Mormal

MNear 33%

Mormnal




Chance of exceeding Minor Flood stage
during March 15-June 16

Greater than 50% chance of
exceeding flood levels
during March-April-May Season
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Stage (ft)

I WISCONSIN RIVER AT PORTAGE

Universal Time (UTC)
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Latest ohserved value: 12.93 ft at 9:00 AM
21 1| ¢5T 11-Mar-2021. Flood Stage is 17 ft

Record: 20.7'

Major: 19.0'

Moderate: 18.0°

Minor: 17.0°

13.89 ft

Action: 127"
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---- Graph Created (% 15AM Mar 11, 2021) —#— Observed —=— Forecast (issued 8:55AM Mar 11)
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MILWAUKEE RIVER NEAR CEDARBURG
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Latest ohserved value: 8.41 ft at 8:00 AM CST
17 4| 11-Mar-2021. Flood Stage is 11 ft

16 H

154
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12 4
11 {Minor: 11.0°

10 HAction: 10,0

g4
B
7 -

S9am Qalm Qalm Qalm ‘Balm ‘Balm 1 Dla m 1 UIEII'I'I

Man Fri Sun Tue Thu Sat Man Wed
Mar 1 Mar 5 Mar 7 Mar 9 Mar 11 Mar 13 Mar 15 Mar 17

Site Time (CST)
---- Graph Created (%304M Mar 11, 2021) —#— Observed —=— Forecast (issued 8:4TAM Mar 11)

PORW3(plotting HGIRP) "Gage 0" Datum: ??4.3'||Obser\rations courtesy of NWS, City/Portage, Columbia Co.

CEDW3(plotting HGIRP) "Gage 0" Datum: 653.35"

|Db9ervations courtesy of US Geological Survey
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SUGAR RIVER AT BRODHEAD
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BROW3(plotting HGIRP) "Gage 0" Datum: 767.B8'

Obs=rvations courtesy of US Geological Survey

NMSW 3(plotting HGIRG) "Gage 0" Datum: 73547

Obssrvations courtesy of US Geological Survey
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Lake Michigan Water Levels

Lake Mich=Huron
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— 2021 LTA Monthly Mean
— 2020 Record High/Low Monthly Mean
¢  Coordinated Forecast

Lake level is 10 inches lower than March 2020, but still around 2 feet above

the long-term average.
Data from the US Army Corps of Engineers




Summary — = == -

Above Much Above
Average Average

Much Below Below
Average Average

* Spring flood risk is average

* Break up ice jam risk: Low

* River and shoreline flooding possible near Lake Michigan
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Questions?

Sarah Marquardt, Senior Service Hydrologist

NWS Milwaukee/Sullivan
sarah.marquardt@noaa.gov
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