
Shortly after midnight, the cen-

ter of low pressure made land-

fall along the FL Gulf Coast 

near Panama City, with the 

lowest pressure reading near 

977mb. 

As this low pressure center 

tracked northeast across 

southern GA, a very broad 

squall line extending from north 

FL to the Yucatan Peninsula ad-

vanced rapidly across the state.  

Most of the significant weather 

impacts across FL occurred in 

the pre-dawn hours, when most 

residents were sleeping and 

may have been unable to re-

ceive severe alerts. 

The Setup 

Late-Night Landfall  

A slow-moving cold front 

stalled over Central FL in 

the early hours of March 

12, while a developing low 

off the southern coast of 

TX  moved east into the 

Gulf of Mexico.  Over the 

next 6 hours, this low be-

gan to rapidly intensify 

over the central Gulf, with 

sufficient warmth to spark 

convection in the area. 

By sunset on March 12, 

the center of a mature low 

pressure system was posi-

tioned just southeast of 

the Mississippi Delta, 

where wind speeds over 

50 knots and heavy rain 

were observed. Not only 

did this system feature a 

strong center of low pres-

sure, but also a broad 

squall line, extending 

deep into the southern 

Gulf of Mexico. This 

squall line would later 

produce significant, dam-

aging weather across the 

FL peninsula. 
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March 12-14, 1993 

Blizzards, storm surge, tornadoes, high winds and hail—all impacts 

the U.S. East Coast faced during the Storm of the Century in March 

of 1993. One of the strongest mid-latitude cyclones on record, the 

“Superstorm of ‘93” would become one of the most costly weather 

events in the 20th century. 

9:30pm March 12, 1993 
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The Superstorm impacted FL for nearly an 18 hour period beginning on March 

12. The most intense weather occurred from 11pm to 5am, as a squall-line 

moved across the FL peninsula, causing unprecedented severe weather. As the 

line raced through the state, significant wind damage occurred from wind gusts 

measured from 70 mph in central FL, to as high as 96 mph in the Tampa Bay 

area.  

Small scale bowing segments of the squall line also produced tornadoes, with 

11 tornadoes occurring within 2 hours. The strongest confirmed tornado oc-

curred in Levy County (F-3), killing 3 people and destroying numerous homes in 

Chiefland. The longest track tornado was an F-2 and left a path of damage 31 

miles long from central Lake County to Deland. This tornado killed 1, an infant 

inside a mobile home. A total of 7 lives were lost due to 15 confirmed tornadoes 

in the state. 

The most unexpected impact was an unprecedented 9-12 ft storm surge along 

the Gulf Coast, severely inundating Taylor County and areas south to Tampa 

Bay. Major flooding in these areas caused 13 deaths, while high wind and seas 

up to 20 feet in the Gulf capsized boats, drowning 11 people. 

Cold air behind the severe squall line moved into the FL Panhandle on Saturday, 

producing nearly 5 inches of snowfall in areas from Pensacola to Crestview. 

In total, 44 deaths were attributed to the Superstorm in FL, nearly one-third of the direct deaths across the nation. 

Destruction from high seas, tornadoes, storm surge, and coastal flooding created a property damage estimate of 

$1.6 billion, one of the most costly disasters of the 20th century. 

Florida Impacts 

Blizzard conditions were seen from 

N Georgia to Maine, with 43” of 

snow measured in Syracuse, NY and 

56” in Tennessee. Over 200 hikers 

became stranded in the Appalachi-

ans due to blizzard conditions and 

heavy snowfall. March 1993 also 

recorded the most weather related 

flight cancellations in history to this 

point. 

In total, 270 people were killed in 

10 states along the East Coast from 

effects of the Storm of the Century. 

National Impacts While FL received a majority of 

the severe weather from the 

1993 Superstorm,  the entire 

East Coast felt impacts from the 

intense system. High winds con-

tinued across the Appalachians 

and Deep South, downing trees 

and powerlines and leaving thou-

sands of residents without power. 

Intense winds were also recorded 

in the Northeast, where a peak 

wind gust of 144 mph was meas-

ured at Mt. Washington, NH.  
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Looking Back: A “Superstorm” Shift in 1993 

Where were you during the 1993 Su-

perstorm? 

I was a General Forecaster here in Mel-

bourne, working the evening of March 

12 when the squall line moved across 

the peninsula.  

Why is it called the “Superstorm” or 

“Storm of the Century”? 

It was a really unique system. For this 

latitude, it was probably one of the 

strongest in terms of extra-tropical cy-

clones. There have been lower pres-

sure centers move across the northern 

latitudes, but for Central Florida, it is 

pretty extraordinary. 

An Interview with Randy Lascody, NWS Melbourne Senior Forecaster 

What was the office dynamic like dur-

ing this event? 

Twenty-five years ago, there weren’t 

as many staff as there is today. Offic-

es didn’t have forecast responsibility 

back then, so we were just there to 

watch radar. We did issue a Tornado 

Warning for the squall line as it ap-

proached Lake County, where there 

was a confirmed tornado touchdown. 

This had a 22 minute lead time, which 

was plenty for the warning. We also 

notified Lake County Emergency Man-

agement of the potential tornado out-

break before the squall moved on-

shore. 

What was a challenge in forecasting 

the Superstorm? 

At the time, we didn’t have the com-

puter models that we have now, but 

the models we did have showed a 

strong system developing in the Gulf 

of Mexico several days in advance. 

The largest loss of life in the state was 

from the storm surge in Taylor County. 

The challenge in this was recognizing 

that an extra-tropical storm could pro-

duce storm surge type flooding similar to 

a hurricane. I don’t recall anything like 

that since 1993; it was a pretty rare 

event. Nowadays, a system like this 

would receive more notoriety ahead of 

time and the media would help with mes-

saging. 

Twenty-five years later, what is the  big-

gest takeaway from this event? 

What caught people off-guard in this 

event was the storm surge fatalities in 

Apalachee Bay. People didn’t understand 

storm surge or the warning, so there has 

been a lot of work to clarify through 

emergency management and the media. 

What about this event was most memo-

rable for you? 

The coolest thing I remember from that 

storm was the day after once the front 

swept through, the winds were gusting to 

60mph because the pressure gradient 

was so strong. I was riding my bike in 

front of my house into the wind and I 

stopped pedaling and let the wind push 

me backwards. 
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