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southeast Mississippi, southwest 
Alabama, and the western Florida 
Panhandle
Valid: October 29, 2026

● This is the final product on this drought event

● All currently available products: drought.gov/drought-information-statements
● Previous local statements: weather.gov/mob/DroughtInformationStatement
● Regional Drought Status Updates: https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates

DROUGHT SHRINKS OVER THE INTERIOR   
● Moderate to severe drought shrinks in areal coverage over the interior.

Content Suggestions
Valid Time: 
● This will update when running DSS Builder > 

Update Dates/Times > Set To Current 
Date/Time

First Bullet: 
● Update the Date for the Product Update. 

Typically one month ahead

Drought Conditions Headline/Key Messages 
Section: 
● Update the headline wording

○ Suggestion: DROUGHT CONDITIONS 
WORSENING

● Update the bullets to summarize the drought 
conditions over our CWA.
○ Recommendation is to use 1-3 bullets. 
○ Suggestions:

■ Extreme drought conditions persist 
north of US Highway 84.

■ Severe drought expands across the 
Gulf Coast.

DGT Product Information
● Event Driven: Issuance when Local CWA 

Drought Monitor reaches D2 (Severe) at 10% 
coverage or greater.

● Update Monthly (or sooner if conditions worsen 
appreciably) on Thursday’s after 1 PM. 

● Information on Required/Optional slides are 
annotated in the notes at bottom of each slide 
with content suggestions in the left margins.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201093193&usg=AOvVaw3AG-F6H2QWt6fIdRwDMtPB
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.weather.gov/mob/DroughtInformationStatement&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201093272&usg=AOvVaw3CS-YEspvgcstlsjE_TKWa
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201093309&usg=AOvVaw3GGlHLLPT2n3z9chBp_Ci_
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfomob_trd.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201101549&usg=AOvVaw0wwzwHpfb4gXH3O9lRh7Fp
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfomob_trd.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201101665&usg=AOvVaw3gtaGNws536uJOs7HV-L1w
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U.S. Drought Monitor
Latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the Southeast US and central Gulf Coast

Drought Intensity and Extent:

● D2 (Severe Drought): Western Wilcox county in 
Alabama. Much of Perry County Mississippi.  

● D1 (Moderate Drought): Alabama to portions of the 
Mobile River Deltas.  Western Greene and Wayne 
Counties in Mississippi. 
  

● D0: (Abnormally Dry): Much of the remainder of the 
interior.    

Content Suggestions
Slide 2

TEXT BOX: 
● Update the color-coded drought category 

bullets with each county or general regions for 
each category

● Remove categories not shown in our local area 
nor in the surrounding areas

● Example from 2024:
○ D3 (Extreme Drought): Southeast Wayne 

and northeast Greene Counties in 
Mississippi and western Washington 
County in Alabama

○ D2 (Severe Drought): Along the Alabama 
River, south into Mobile County and points 
west into much of the remainder of interior 
southeast Mississippi

○ D1 (Moderate Drought): Along and 
southeast of I-65 over the interior of south 
central AL. Coastal Baldwin into the 
western FL Panhandle.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_huc03_trd.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201368919&usg=AOvVaw0f7sQnrkLyS2JBD1EVcDm2
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Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Latest 1-week change map for the Southeast US and central Gulf Coast

One Week Drought Monitor Class Change:

● No Change: North of the I-10 corridor.  

 

 

Content Suggestions
Slide 3

TEXT BOX: 
● Use the three provided categories of Drought 

Worsened, No Change, and Drought Improved
○ Update the locations in each of the three 

categories and provide any additional 
context

○ If there are no local areas in one of the 
categories, you can state that

● Example from 2024:
○ Drought Worsened: Over portions of the 

interior. Baldwin Co. AL, eastward to the 
western FL Panhandle sees the largest 
area of one class degradation.

○ No Change: The remainder of the local 
area did not see a change in drought 
intensity over the past week.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_huc03_chng_1W.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201573582&usg=AOvVaw0bd4zOpEUtwnvq3oQepZsH
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Precipitation
Summary of conditions and impacts:

● Since October 1st, areas along and east of the I-65 
corridor southward to the northwest Florida 
Panhandle has seen above normal rainfall. A majority 
of this came from Hurricane Isaias.   

● The largest precipitation deficits against the 30-day 
means at 75% or less were most prevalent west of 
the I-65 corridor.
   

 

   

Content Suggestions
Slide 4

IMAGES: 
● If desired, the default inserted 30-day percent 

of normal precipitation image can be 
swapped out with other images. 
○ Select Add Content > Content Creator > 

Office Custom Content > Drought (very 
bottom of the drop down menu) 

○ When you find an image of choice, left 
click in the main image on this slide to 
activate it then go to the available images 
in the Content Creator, right click the 
desired image, and hit “Replace Selected 
Image”

○ REMINDER: if an undesired result happens, 
select undo and try again 🙃

TEXT BOX: 
● Summarize conditions and impacts.
● Discuss the 30-day percent of normal 

precipitation in relation to our area/region
● Example from 2024:

○ Over the past 30 days, an almost entirety 
of the central Gulf coast has experienced 
less than 25% of normal rainfall, the 
exception being very isolated spots that 
received between 25 and 50% of normal 
rainfall.
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Summary of Impacts
See Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and Drought Impacts Reporter

Content Suggestions
Slide 7

TEXT BOX: 
● Mention a main takeaway for each subject (cite or link 

your sources).
● If there are no known impacts, state that.
● Canned impact statements for each subject are provided 

as a starting point and can be easily tweaked. 
○ Hydrologic Impacts 

■ Example: US Geological Survey (USGS) indicates 
that flow and stage on a few local area river and 
stream points remain below to much below 
normal. Rivers and streams that are experiencing 
below normal stages, may result in typically 
deeply submerged objects being likely closer to 
the water’s surface or in some cases exposed, 
presenting a waterway hazard for safe 
recreational boating and commercial navigation.

○ Agricultural Impacts
■ Example: Crop condition in the driest of areas is 

very poor. Crop disease and insect damage 
elevated. Pasture lands provide little to no 
livestock feed. Supplemental feeding is required to 
maintain livestock condition.  

○ Fire Hazard Impacts
■ Example: The National Interagency Fire Center 

calls for {insert month} to be at above normal risk 
for wildfire for the {insert areas}. Outdoor burning 
is strongly discouraged until conditions improve.  

○ Mitigation Actions
■ Example: Water conservation techniques are 

strongly encouraged in drought areas. Refer to 
your municipality and/or water provider for 
mitigation information. Local water restriction 
ordinances may be in place.

Hydrologic Impacts 
● The US Geological Survey (USGS) indicates stages on several local river and/or stream points are below to much 

below normal. Rivers and streams that are experiencing low water levels will likely result in what is typically deeply 
submerged objects being likely closer to the water’s surface or in many cases completely exposed. This presents 
increased waterway hazards for safe recreational boating and commercial navigation. 

Agricultural Impacts
● Crop condition in the driest of areas is poor, more susceptible to disease and insect damage. Supplemental 

feeding will likely be needed to maintain livestock health.

Fire Hazard Impacts
● Although the risk of significant wildland fire lowers over the local area heading into November, know the law 

before you burn. Anyone who burns a field, grassland, or woodland without a burn permit may be subject to 
significant fines or prosecution for committing a Class B misdemeanor.

Mitigation Actions
● Water conservation techniques are strongly encouraged in drought areas. Please refer to your municipality 

and/or your water provider for mitigation information. Local water restriction ordinances may be in place.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201740842&usg=AOvVaw1gQaUYDbp6WZtd9vh7TBhy
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201740927&usg=AOvVaw3s3hruerkLcOctxNc59laN
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Most current stages and flow for each state’s stream and 
river points:  Mississippi  and  Alabama  and  Florida

Hydrologic Conditions & Impacts
Select River/Creek Data

Content Suggestions
Slide 8

TEXT BOX: 
● Summarize conditions and impacts.
● Discuss the hydrologic conditions and 

potential impacts, especially with low water 
levels in area-rivers.

● When summarizing water levels, feel free to 
mention some of our main-stem rivers

● Example:
○ Several local area rivers and streams are 

running below to much below normal for 
both the flow and stage.

Summary of conditions and impacts:

● Despite a decent round of rainfall the early part of 
the month of October, a lengthy dry spell since then 
has resulted in several local waterway flows 
trending to at below to much below normal levels. 

● Rivers and streams that are experiencing low water 
levels will likely result in what is typically deeply 
submerged objects being likely closer to the water’s 
surface or in some cases completely exposed 
presenting a waterway hazard for safe recreational 
boating and commercial navigation.   
    

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/Mississippi/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201754480&usg=AOvVaw2f-7wfpXemn9gEut5O-avO
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/Alabama/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201754551&usg=AOvVaw0ZJeCTekSMKgZQuiOCQBvI
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/Florida/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201754583&usg=AOvVaw3iQWHzXGxvj6keDtaAi6OC
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Summary of conditions and impacts:

● Per latest data from the USDA October 25, 2026, top 
and subsoil moisture strata reflects greatest areal 
deficits in Mississippi and Alabama.  

● Topsoil/Subsoil Moisture % Short to Very Short:
Mississippi - 94% / 92% 
Alabama -  49% / 47%
Mississippi - 27% / 27%

● Crop condition in the driest of areas is poor, more  
susceptible to disease and insect damage. 
Supplemental feeding will likely be needed to  
maintain livestock health. On a side note: Hurricane 
Isaias destroyed up to around 95% of the cotton 
crop in the northwest Florida Panhandle.
  

Agricultural Impacts

It is recommended that farmers reach out to 
local USDA office for details on available 

funding assistance.

Content Suggestions
Slide 10

IMAGES: 
● If desired, the default inserted soil moisture ranking percentile 

images can be swapped out with the crop moisture index by 
division.
○ Select Add Content > Content Creator > Office Custom 

Content > Drought (very bottom of the drop down menu) 
○ When you find the CPC Crop Moisture Index, left click in the 

main image on this slide to activate it then go to the 
available images in the Content Creator, right click the 
desired image, and hit “Replace Selected Image”

○ REMINDER: if an undesired result happens, select undo and 
try again 🙃

TEXT BOX: 
● Summarize conditions and impacts.
● Discuss the soil moisture ranking percentile for the area/region.
● BEST PRACTICE:

○ NASS crop progress reports: 
https://agindrought.unl.edu/Other.aspx

○ Percentage of various crops affected by drought: 
https://agindrought.unl.edu/Home.aspx table: 
https://agindrought.unl.edu/Table.aspx?2

● Example from 2024:
○ Crop condition in the driest of areas is very poor. Crop 

disease and insect damage is elevated. Pasture lands 
provide little to no livestock feed. Supplemental feeding is 
required to maintain livestock condition.

○ Considering the statewide top soil moisture metrics, the 
states of MS and AL are very dry versus the 5 year means:

○ Upper 6” Moisture Depth, courtesy of USDA 11/3/24.
- MS: 57% Short to Very Short (Avg: 29.8%).
- AL: 68% Short to Very Short (Avg: 39.0%).
- FL: 34% Short to Very Short (Avg: 23.4%).

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://agindrought.unl.edu/Other.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201880023&usg=AOvVaw1MQBpxkHUJa4_wQ0oHpQV8
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://agindrought.unl.edu/Home.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201880109&usg=AOvVaw3Ka_Z2n9a5tSpSxoJTMCQc
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://agindrought.unl.edu/Table.aspx?2&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300201880159&usg=AOvVaw32qSQCAwDGeSskJrf4pWjE
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7-Day Precipitation Forecast
Summary of conditions and impacts:

● A couple of weather systems will bring an uptick in 
rainfall chances as we close out the month of 
October and open up November. 

● Storm total rainfall for the period ending November 
5th could add up to 1 to 3 inches for portions of the 
area. 

● This will be beneficial, if rains are able to soak into the 
ground.

  

Content Suggestions
Slide 12

TEXT BOX: 
● Summarize conditions and impacts.
● Discuss the 7-day precipitation forecast for our 

area
● If there is the potential for any rain, discuss the 

potential upcoming systems and any certainty 
or uncertainty with rainfall amounts (long 
duration versus summertime pop-up storms)

● Example from 2024:
○ Precipitation forecast amounts into the 

first half of November range from 0.75” to 
1.25”, with a few pockets of locally higher 
amounts, favored to be focused over 
Mobile Co. AL, eastward into the western FL 
Panhandle. 
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Long-Range Outlooks
Summary of conditions and impacts:

● A pattern shift favors above normal rainfall 
for the month of November. 
 

● November rainfall is favored to lean above 
normal (50 to 70%) over the local area..    

Latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC webpage

Content Suggestions
Slide 14

IMAGES: 
● If desired, the default inserted monthly 

temperature and precipitation regional maps 
can be swapped out with other similar images. 
○ Select Add Content > Content Creator > 

Office Custom Content > Drought (very 
bottom of the drop down menu) 

○ Note: Please Use the CPC Zoomed in slides
○ When you find an image of choice, left 

click in the main image on this slide to 
activate it then go to the available images 
in the Content Creator, right click the 
desired image, and hit “Replace Selected 
Image”

○ REMINDER: if an undesired result happens, 
select undo and try again 🙃

TEXT BOX: 
● Summarize conditions and impacts.

○ Discuss the precipitation outlook and then 
the temperature outlook (change the 
order if temperature is more important 
than precipitation)

○ Discuss the probability of below-normal, 
above-normal, or near normal on the 
outlook

○ Example from 2024:
■ Above normal temperatures are 

favored over the deep south for 
November.

■ There are equal chances of above or 
below normal November precipitation 
favored for the central Gulf coast.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300202217843&usg=AOvVaw0rPzIP5Lu30vVmtI450cwi
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Drought Outlook
Latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC webpage

Summary of conditions and impacts:

● The seasonal outlook calls for drought to end entirely 
over the local area by January 31st, 2027.   

Content Suggestions
Slide 15

IMAGES: 
● If desired, the default inserted monthly drought 

outlook can be changed to a seasonal drought 
outlook. 
○ Select Add Content > Content Creator > 

Office Custom Content > Drought (very 
bottom of the drop down menu) 

○ Find the CPC Seasonal Drought Outlook 
(Zoomed In)

○ When you find an image of choice, left 
click in the main image on this slide to 
activate it then go to the available images 
in the Content Creator, right click the 
desired image, and hit “Replace Selected 
Image”

○ REMINDER: if an undesired result happens, 
select undo and try again 🙃

TEXT BOX: 
● Summarize conditions and impacts.

○ Discuss the drought outlook for our area, 
the region (be very general), and any 
recent changes

○ Discuss whether drought is predicted to 
persist, improve, end, develop, or areas 
where there is no drought

○ Example from 2024:
■ The seasonal drought outlook to close 

out 2024 and opening up the new year 
2025 favors drought to persist over a 
large portion of the central Gulf coast.

Latest Climate Prediction Center Drought Outlooks:
Monthly Outlook  and  Seasonal Outlook

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300202524698&usg=AOvVaw0I1n-c7uGmlqnWgUrHrXR0
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300202535435&usg=AOvVaw3hg6h1K7xuwiT0-QgIFgsb
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1793300202535512&usg=AOvVaw0PjpZeOxtI6GDTUtl5dbfT

