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Disclaimer: The information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive.

Instructions
First Briefing for a Storm

● Open Content Creator (Add Content > 
Content Creator)
○ Tropical images are under the Tropical 

Weather option within the Content 
Creator.

● Go through the slides and link the images 
to the current storm (left click an image 
once to select it, then find the relevant 
image in the Content Creator and 
right-click the image in the sidebar and 
select Replace Selected Image)
○ This only needs to be done once…for 

future updates you will update all 
images via DSS Builder > Update Linked 
Images > Update All Slides

● Make sure to update the timestamps (DSS 
Builder > Update Dates & Times > Set To 
Current Date/Time)

● ⭐ Set the Storm Name in Local MOB Tools > 
Change Tropical Name 

Major Hurricane Isaias
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● As of 5pm, Major Hurricane Isaias is
○ 70 miles south-southeast of Pensacola, FL 

(105 miles southeast of Mobile, AL)
○ Maximum sustained winds of 115 mph 
○ Moving north at 17 mph
○ Minimum central pressure of 958 mb

● Isaias has turned northward and is 
accelerating

● Conditions continue to deteriorate along the 
coastline

Current Satellite View
Major Hurricane Isaias

Satellite, Gulf
(OPTIONAL SLIDE)

● Band 13 – Clean Longwave Window IR

● Recommended if the system is approaching either OSC or in the Gulf
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● Conditions continue to deteriorate along the coastline and this trend will continue 
as the eyewall approaches the coast

● Isaias could maintain MAJOR HURRICANE intensity up until landfall in the Florida 
panhandle

● Hurricane Isaias continues to accelerate towards the north this afternoon and is 
forecast to make landfall between Navarre and Destin this evening between 
7-10pm

● We remain increasingly concerned about the potential for significantly stronger 
winds on the western side of the storm and extending farther inland over the next 
several hours

● SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS ARE EXPECTED: strong, damaging winds; life-threatening 
storm surge; high surf and rip currents; dangerous flash flooding; and tornadoes.

Situation Overview
Major Hurricane Isaias

Situation Overview
● Try to limit your bullets to 3-4 main points (what is most important)

● Do not summarize everything that will be in your briefing, just what is 
most important for your audience to know

● What are the big changes (trends) or any key points you want to 
address first?

● Your partners can use this slide to guide their talking points in media 
interviews, etc if it is kept to 3-4 main points
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NOTE: Do not focus on the exact track. Impacts can occur 
well outside the area enclosed by the cone.

● The center of MAJOR Hurricane Isaias is expected to 
reach the northwest Florida coast tonight (sometime 
between 7pm and 11pm)

● Impacts are expected for a large portion of south 
Alabama and northwest Florida. 

● Significant impacts are likely:
● Hurricane-force winds - near the center, along with 

an expansive tropical storm force wind field
● Life-threatening storm surge - areas along and 

east of where the center makes landfall
● Dangerous beach conditions
● Life-threatening flash flooding - especially over 

coastal counties
● Tornadoes - areas east of the center

Situation Overview
Major Hurricane Isaias

📌 Storm-specific 
image needs to be 

updated at the start 
of each event

Situation Overview
Early in the storm (Days 5-7):
● Implicit terms of uncertainty (e.g. too early to include specific timing and 

impact information)  An area of disturbed weather is southeast of the 
Bahamas, it is still to early to say whether this will pose a threat to 
Florida.

● Forecast Caution (Don’t focus on thin black line, Don’t focus on the exact 
forecast track, things are likely to change over the next several days, 
Long range forecasts can change significantly)

Days 3-4:
● Expressions of uncertainty are likely being introduced into the CWF and 

ZFP/PNC – so ensure that what you are saying is consistent with those 
expressions.

● IF warranted, you can discuss intensity in this slide as long as similar 
wording is in the NHC discussions.  Generic terms should be used – This 
may be a significant hurricane as it approaches the Gulf coast.

● Do not discuss intensity trends

Watch/Warning Phase and Ongoing Phase:
● In no more than a few bullets, concisely state overall concerns/threat, 

their trend, and generic statements of potential impacts. Implicitly 
indicate terms of uncertainty. Avoid specific information for both threats 
and impacts at this stage. Address threats and potential impacts 
generically only from those hazards that are a concern at the time.

Ongoing/Landfall Phase:
● Due to the fact that this briefing is likely taking place around or just after 

landfall, there is a shift in focus to more rapid-response type operations 
(search and rescue, etc)…but also needs to factor in recovery efforts 
that will be taking place in the next few days.

Wrap-Up Phase:
● Generally not a recommended slide during wrap up
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Tropical Storm 
Watch

Tropical Storm 
Warning

Hurricane
Watch

Hurricane 
Warning

● No updates on the latest advisory

● Hurricane WARNING: Coastal counties of 
southwest Alabama and northwest 
Florida, as well as Escambia, Covington, 
and Conecuh Counties in Alabama

● Tropical Storm Warning: George, Greene, 
Stone, Perry, and Wayne Counties in 
Mississippi; Washington, Clarke, Wilcox, 
Monroe, Butler, Choctaw and Crenshaw 
Counties in Alabama

Tropical Watches + Warnings
Major Hurricane Isaias

Use this image to 
display all 

Tropical WWAs in 
GraphiDSS

Save as PPT in 
GraphiDSS as 
tropical_wwa

Tropical-Related WWAs
(OPTIONAL SLIDE)

Create this graphic in GraphiDSS
● Ensure the scale is DSSBuilderWWA
● Select the WWA tab in GraphiDSS
● Ensure you plot surrounding offices WWAs in addition to ours
● Hit the Export to PowerPoint button and select “tropical_wwa” from the 

list and this graphic will auto-update into the briefing slides
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● Greatest risk for wind damage is across northwest Florida 
and south central Alabama

● We are becoming increasingly concerned about the 
potential for significantly stronger winds on the western 
side of the storm and extending farther inland over the 
next several hours

● Do not let your guard down if you are west of the center, 
damaging winds will be a serious threat

● The potential for strong, damaging winds extends far 
inland

● Impacts include:
● Considerable roof damage
● Mobile homes damaged
● Many roads impassable
● Many bridges, causeways, and access routes 

impassable
● Widespread power and communications outages

Wind Threat / Potential Impact
Major Hurricane Isaias

Use this image to 
display the HTI wind 
threat in GraphiDSS

Save as PPT in 
GraphiDSS as 

tropical_hti_wind

110+
mph

39-57 
mph

58-73 
mph

74-110 
mph

Wind 
Threat:

HTI Graphic for Wind
Create this graphic in GraphiDSS
● Ensure the scale is DSSBuilderTropical
● Plot the correct HTI
● Hit the Export to PowerPoint button and select “tropical_hti_wind” from 

the list and this graphic will auto-update into the briefing slides

Potential Impacts for Winds up to 57 mph
● Damage to porches, awnings, sheds, and unanchored mobile homes
● Unsecured, lightweight objects blown down
● Dangerous driving on bridges and elevated roads
● Trees down and large limbs broken off
● A few roads impassable due to debris
● Scattered power and communications outages

Potential Impacts for Winds up to 73 mph
● Some roof, porch, awning, and shed damage
● Mobile homes damaged, especially if unanchored
● Unsecured objects become dangerous projectiles
● Several large trees snapped or uprooted and road signs blown over
● Some roads impassable due to debris
● Scattered power and communications outages

Potential Impacts for Winds up to 110 mph
● Considerable roof damage to sturdy buildings, some homes will have 

structural damage
● Mobile homes severely damaged
● Many large trees snapped or uprooted along with road signs blown over
● Some roads impassable due to debris
● Large areas of power and communications outages

Potential Impacts for Winds of 110+ mph
● Structural damage to sturdy buildings, some with complete roof/wall 

failure
● Complete destruction of mobile homes
● Locations may be uninhabitable for weeks or months
● Many roads impassable
● Many bridges, causeways, and access routes impassable
● Widespread power and communications outages
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● Tropical storm force wind speed (40+ 
mph) probabilities are EXPECTED across 
the eastern half of the area

● Tropical storm force winds are near 
certain (90-100%) over northwest Florida, 
portions of south-central Alabama, and 
coastal Alabama

● Sharp gradient in lower probabilities 
further west, especially over southeast 
Mississippi

Tropical Storm Wind Speed Probabilities
Major Hurricane Isaias
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display the tropical 
storm wind speed 

probabilities in 
GraphiDSS

Save as PPT in 
GraphiDSS as 
tropical_p34

TS Wind Speed Probabilities (Local)
Create this graphic in GraphiDSS
● Ensure the scale is DSSBuilderTropical
● Plot the TS WSP and ensure the probabilities are not clipped at our 

border
● Hit the Export to PowerPoint button and select “tropical_p34” from the 

list and this graphic will auto-update into the briefing slides

3-5 days out - Emphasize uncertainty and spread of risk
● Probabilities will not be very high at any individual location due to track 

uncertainty
● Use to direct attention away from the specifics of the official forecast 

toward the broader risk

As the watch/warning time frame approaches, point probabilities 
will increase
● Trends driven by changes to the official forecast and decreasing 

uncertainty
● TS probabilities will become quite large for large hurricanes
● Point hurricane probabilities become more focused near official 

forecast track, but point probabilities often remain below 50% until you 
get within 12 h of landfall

Onset of tropical storm conditions is obtained from onset 
probability grids in GFE “pws34int”
● General description of potential ending time should be done from 

combination of wind grids and last forecast period exceeding 
incremental wind speed probability threshold. 
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● Strong tropical storm force wind speed 
(58+ mph) probabilities are EXPECTED 
across parts of the Florida panhandle 
and portions of south-central Alabama

● There is a near certain 9-in-10 (90%) 
chance of strong tropical storm force 
winds in southern Santa Rosa and 
Okaloosa Counties in Florida into portions 
of Escambia and Covington Counties in 
Alabama

● There is a 5-in-10 to 8-in-10 (50-80%) 
chance of strong tropical storm force 
winds further inland across south-central 
Alabama and Baldwin County

Strong TS Wind Speed Probabilities
Major Hurricane Isaias
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Use this image to 
display the strong 

tropical storm wind 
speed probabilities in 

GraphiDSS

Save as PPT in 
GraphiDSS as 
tropical_p50

Strong TS Wind Speed Probabilities (Local)
Create this graphic in GraphiDSS
● Ensure the scale is DSSBuilderTropical
● Plot the Strong TS WSP and ensure the probabilities are not clipped at 

our border
● Hit the Export to PowerPoint button and select “tropical_p50” from the 

list and this graphic will auto-update into the briefing slides

3-5 days out - Emphasize uncertainty and spread of risk
● Probabilities will not be very high at any individual location due to track 

uncertainty
● Use to direct attention away from the specifics of the official forecast 

toward the broader risk

As the watch/warning time frame approaches, point probabilities 
will increase
● Trends driven by changes to the official forecast and decreasing 

uncertainty
● TS probabilities will become quite large for large hurricanes
● Point hurricane probabilities become more focused near official 

forecast track, but point probabilities often remain below 50% until you 
get within 12 h of landfall

Onset of tropical storm conditions is obtained from onset 
probability grids in GFE “pws34int”
● General description of potential ending time should be done from 

combination of wind grids and last forecast period exceeding 
incremental wind speed probability threshold. 
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● Conditions continue to deteriorate as 
tropical storm winds persist along the 
coastline

● Tropical Storm force winds will most likely 
begin by early to mid-evening further 
inland

Most Likely Time of Arrival
Major Hurricane Isaias

📌 Storm-specific 
image needs to be 

updated at the start 
of each event

Most Likely Time of Arrival
● Since this is based on the 50% exceedance probabilities, you can 

discuss a general timeframe here (even though the graphic has specific 
8am/8pm times)

● However, you should also include a statement that talks about the 
earliest arrival time (it is recommended to NOT include both graphics)
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● Storm Surge Warning 
remains in effect for 
coastal and bay areas of 
Alabama and northwest 
Florida

● Danger of life-threatening 
inundation from storm 
surge somewhere in the 
specified area within 36 
hours

Storm Surge Watch/Warning
Major Hurricane Isaias

📌 Storm-specific 
image needs to be 

updated at the start 
of each event

Storm Surge Watch/Warning
● This image never auto-updates

● Choose the bracketed words Watch or Warning
○ For the Watch, use “Possibility” and “48 hours”
○ For the Warning, use “Danger” and “36 hours”
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● Potential Storm Surge Inundation
○ AL/FL Border to Destin: 6-9 ft
○ Dauphin Island to AL/FL Border: 4-6 ft
○ MS/AL Border to Dauphin Island: 3-5 ft
○ Southern Mobile Bay: 3-5 ft
○ Northern Mobile Bay: 2-4 ft

● Timing
○ Water levels continue to rise
○ Storm surge will peak tonight and 

begin to subside after midnight
○ Minor inundation is likely to linger 

through the day on Saturday

Peak Storm Surge
Major Hurricane Isaias

📌 Storm-specific 
image needs to be 

updated at the start 
of each event

Peak Storm Surge Forecast
● This is the official forecast of high how the water could reach in areas 

along the immediate coast. 

● Remember, this can differ from the 10% exceedance that is show in the 
Potential Storm Surge Flooding maps, especially as confidence 
increases and a higher exceedance is used for the official forecast. 
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High Rip
Current Risk

High Surf 
Advisory

High Surf
Watch

High Surf 
Warning

● Rip Currents: HIGH RISK continues 
through the weekend for coastal 
Alabama and northwest Florida beaches

● High Surf: Surf builds early this morning, 
increasing rapidly this afternoon and 
evening east of where Isaias makes 
landfall, with 20-25 foot breakers across 
coastal Santa Rosa and Okaloosa 
Counties and 10-15 foot breakers further 
west. Surf will subside through the 
morning and afternoon tomorrow.

● EXTREME beach erosion is likely

Coastal Hazards
Major Hurricane Isaias

Use this image to 
display 2 coastal 

hazards in GraphiDSS

Save as PPT in 
GraphiDSS as 
coastal_rip, 
coastal_surf

Coastal Hazards
(OPTIONAL SLIDE)

Create this graphic in GraphiDSS
● Ensure the scale is DSSBuilderCoastal
● Select the WWA tab in GraphiDSS and plot the Rip Current Risk

○ Ensure you plot surrounding offices WWAs in addition to ours
○ Hit the Export to PowerPoint button and select “coastal_rip” from the 

list and the top graphic will auto-update into the briefing slides
● Next, plot the High Surf

○ Ensure you plot surrounding offices WWAs in addition to ours
○ Hit the Export to PowerPoint button and select “coastal_surf” from 

the list and the bottom graphic will auto-update into the briefing 
slides
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● Coastal counties have the greatest 
potential for flash flooding today and 
tonight
★ Any additional heavy rainfall for coastal 

communities could quickly become 
problematic given this past weekend's 
heavy rain and flash flooding

Prepare for:
● Flooding of some structures, especially in 

typical vulnerable locations
● Escape routes in many places covered by 

floodwaters 
● Dangerous driving conditions
● Streets and parking lots inundated with 

water, underpasses submerged
● Many road and bridge closures with some 

weakened or washed out

Inland Flooding Impacts
Major Hurricane Isaias

Use this image to 
display the HTI 

flooding rain threat in 
GraphiDSS

Save as PPT in 
GraphiDSS as 

tropical_hti_rain

Extreme 
Flooding 

Rain

Localized 
Flooding 

Rain
Moderate 
Flooding 

Rain
Major 

Flooding 
Rain

Flooding 
Rain 

Threat:

HTI Graphic for Flooding
Create this graphic in GraphiDSS
● Ensure the scale is DSSBuilderTropical
● Plot the correct HTI
● Hit the Export to PowerPoint button and select “tropical_hti_rain” from 

the list and this graphic will auto-update into the briefing slides

Potential Impacts for Localized Flooding Rain
● Heavy rainfall may prompt a few evacuations
● Flooding of a few structures, especially in typical vulnerable locations
● Rapid ponding of water at underpasses, low-lying spots, and poor 

drainage areas
● Hazardous driving conditions at times
● Storm drains and retention ponds nearly full or overflowing
● Some brief road and bridge closures

Potential Impacts for Moderate Flooding Rain
● Several evacuations and water rescues
● Flooding of some structures, especially in typical vulnerable locations
● Rapid inundation at underpasses, low-lying spots, and poor drainage 

areas in some places
● Hazardous driving conditions
● Water flow over streets and parking lots as storm drains and retention 

ponds overflow
● Some road and bridge closures

Potential Impacts for Major Flooding Rain
● Many evacuations and high-water rescues
● Flooding of many structures, some structures becoming uninhabitable 
● Escape routes in many places covered by floodwaters 
● Dangerous driving conditions
● Streets and parking lots inundated with water, underpasses submerged
● Many road and bridge closures with some weakened or washed out

Potential Impacts for Extreme Flooding Rain
● Numerous evacuations and high-water rescues
● Flooding of numerous structures, some structures becoming 

uninhabitable
● Escape routes in numerous places covered by floodwaters 
● Very dangerous driving conditions
● Streets and parking lots inundated with water, underpasses submerged
● Numerous road and bridge closures with some weakened or washed 

out
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NOTE: There will likely be locally higher amounts.

Expected Storm Total Rainfall
Major Hurricane Isaias

Storm Total QPF (Local)
● If WPC is creating storm-total QPF graphics, it is recommended to use 

that graphic

● Otherwise, use the WPC Probabilistic Precipitation Portal graphic (this 
slide)

● Rain bands continue to move onshore with 
the heaviest rain sitting right offshore in 
the Florida panhandle at this hour

● Storm total rainfall of 4-8 inches is 
expected for areas east of the Alabama 
River; highest across northwest Florida
○ Localized totals up to 12 inches are possible, 

especially within banding across northwest 
Florida

● Flash flooding is expected in heavy rain 
bands that repeatedly move over the 
same locations, especially in urban areas
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● A Flood Watch is in effect for southwest 
and south-central Alabama and 
northwest Florida with the potential for 
considerable and life-threatening flash 
flooding

★ Greatest risk for considerable flash 
flooding exists over the western Florida 
Panhandle

● Watch is in effect through Saturday 
afternoon

Flood Watch
Major Hurricane Isaias

Use this image to 
display a Flood 

Watch in 
GraphiDSS

Save as PPT in 
GraphiDSS as 

flood_wwa

Flood Watch
Key Messages
● Flood WATCH for |**insert general areas**|
● Give a general overview of what to expect. Past Event Suggestions:

○ Expect multiple rounds of very heavy rain over the next few days
○ Heavy rain combined with saturated soils will result in the potential 

for flash flooding
○ 3-5 inches with isolated higher totals where heavy rain repeatedly 

moves over the same locations
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Forecast Details and Timing
(Rivers in Alabama)
● Styx River near Elsanor forecast to go into 

MODERATE flood stage 

● Bayou Sara at Saraland are currently 
forecast to go into MINOR flood stage

● Predominantly concerned about the 
rivers in Escambia, Covington, Mobile, and  
Baldwin Counties, but river flooding will 
heavily depend on where the heaviest 
rainbands set up

Note:  More information is available on the 
NWS Mobile/Pensacola river page at water.noaa.gov/wfo/MOB

No Forecast
No Flooding

Action Stage
Minor Flood

Moderate Flood
Major Flood

River Flood Table
Major Hurricane Isaias

The image on this 
slide does NOT 
auto-update

Add Content > 
Content Creator > 

Hydro Basin 
Tables

River Flood Table - Alabama Flood Points
(OPTIONAL SLIDE)

● This table never auto-updates

● Create using the Hydro Basin Tables in the Content Creator

NOTE: For the Alabama group, Bayou Sara can be manually added

http://water.noaa.gov/wfo/MOB
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Forecast Details and Timing 
(Rivers in Florida)
● Blackwater River near Baker is forecast to 

go into MODERATE flood stage

● Big Coldwater Creek near Milton, 
Escambia River near Century, Perdido 
River near Barrineau Park, and Shoal River 
near Crestview are all forecast to go into 
MINOR flood stage

Note:  More information is available on the 
NWS Mobile/Pensacola river page at water.noaa.gov/wfo/MOB

No Forecast
No Flooding

Action Stage
Minor Flood

Moderate Flood
Major Flood

River Flood Table
Major Hurricane Isaias

The image on this 
slide does NOT 
auto-update

Add Content > 
Content Creator > 

Hydro Basin 
Tables

River Flood Table - Florida Flood Points
(OPTIONAL SLIDE)

● This table never auto-updates

● Create using the Hydro Basin Tables in the Content Creator

http://water.noaa.gov/wfo/MOB
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● There remains a low, non-zero chance of 
tornadoes tonight, but the greatest risk 
looks to be further east of our forecast 
area

● The greatest risk for tornadoes will exist 
for areas east of where the center of 
Isaias tracks within any heavy rain bands.

Potential Tornado Impacts
Major Hurricane Isaias

Use this image to 
display the HTI 

tornado threat in 
GraphiDSS

Save as PPT in 
GraphiDSS as 

tropical_hti_tornado

Tornado 
Outbreak

A Few 
Tornadoes

Several 
Tornadoes

Many 
Tornadoes

Tornado 
Threat:

HTI Graphic for Tornadoes
Create this graphic in GraphiDSS
● Ensure the scale is DSSBuilderTropical
● Plot the correct HTI
● Hit the Export to PowerPoint button and select “tropical_hti_tornado” 

from the list and this graphic will auto-update into the briefing slides

Potential Impacts for a Few Tornadoes
● A few places may experience tornado damage
● Roofs peeled off buildings, chimneys toppled
● Mobile homes overturned or pushed off foundations
● Large tree tops and branches snapped off, shallow-rooted trees 

knocked over
● Moving vehicles blown off roads
● Power and communication outages

Potential Impacts for Several Tornadoes
● Several places may experience tornado damage with a few spots of 

considerable damage
● Roofs torn off frame houses
● Mobile homes demolished
● Large trees snapped or uprooted
● Vehicles tumbled, small boats tossed
● Power and communication outages

Potential Impacts for Many Tornadoes
● Many places may experience tornado damage with a few spots of 

immense destruction
● Roof and wall failure of sturdy buildings with some structures leveled
● Complete destruction of mobile homes
● Large trees twisted, snapped, and uprooted
● Vehicles lifted off the ground and tossed, small boats destroyed
● Power and communication outages

Potential Impacts for a Tornado Outbreak
● Many places may experience tornado damage with several spots of 

immense destruction
● Sturdy buildings demolished, structures with weak foundations leveled
● Complete destruction of mobile homes
● Large trees twisted, snapped, and uprooted
● Vehicles lifted off the ground and tossed, small boats destroyed
● Power and communication outages
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Key Takeaways
Major Hurricane Isaias

Key Takeaways
● What are the three things you want your audience to take away from 

this briefing?

● In the text, you might discuss confidence on timing, specific impacts or 
hazards, and break it up if there are extreme differences in what you are 
confident/not confident about

● Conditions continue to deteriorate along the coastline and this trend will continue 
as the eyewall approaches the coast

● Isaias could maintain MAJOR HURRICANE intensity up until landfall in the Florida 
panhandle

● Isaias continues to accelerate towards the north and is forecast to make landfall 
between Navarre and Destin this evening between 7-10pm

● We remain increasingly concerned about the potential for significantly stronger 
winds on the western side of the storm’s center over the next several hours

● SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS ARE EXPECTED: strong, damaging winds; life-threatening 
storm surge; high surf and rip currents; dangerous flash flooding; and tornadoes
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          Next Briefing
Frequent updates will be provided in 
Slack as Isaias approaches the coast

          Disclaimer
Information contained in this briefing is 
time-sensitive. Always check the timestamp!

!

(251) 633-6443

NWSMobile

NWSMobile

weather.gov/mobWeb: 

Phone: X: 

Facebook: 

YouTube: NWSMobile

For the latest graphics and information: weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=mob

Additional InformationAdditional Information
● Always Always ALWAYS update the Next Briefing time block

○ Here’s the format:
■ By |**Day at XX:XX XM**| CT
■ Method: |**Webinar or Email**|

https://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=mob
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Tropical Reminders
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