~ Drought Information Statement for For East Tennessee,

- - Southwest Virginia, and Southwest North Carolina
Valid May 7, 2026

_ Issued By: National Weather Service Morristown, TN

- Contact Information: sr-mrx.webmaster@noaa.gov

This product will be updated May 15, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/MRX/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

All of the NWS Morristown area remains covered by some drought
category with 30% covered by D3.
Drought has remained the same in our area.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
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3‘5\ Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for For E Tennessee, SW Virginia, and SW North Carolina

D4 (Exceptional Droug )
DEXSCE QN ER 19 Most of southeast
Tennessee, and part of the southern Valley and
Cumberland Plateau

o D2(Severe Drought). Northern Cumberland

Plateau, Tennessee mountains, northeast
Tennessee, and southwest Virginia

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Remaining areas of

East Tennessee and southwest Virginia

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): None

&

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 05/05/26

National Weather Service
Morristown, TN


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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One Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

Drought Worsened: None

O
o No Change: Entire area
o Drought Improved: None.

National Oceanic and

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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&;»“ Recent Change in Drought Intensity
=
3‘55 Link to the latest 4-week change map for For E Tennessee, SW Virginia, and SW North Carolina
U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map
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Drought Change Since Last Week

-3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 05/05/26
National Weather Service

Morristown, TN


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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Precipitation

Multiple rounds
of showers lead
to variable
precipitation
across the
region.

Most places
were generally
around or less
than 50% of
normal for the
last 30 days

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)

Inches of Precipitation

0 001 05 1 2
2 4 6 8

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 05/07/26

image courtesy of Drought.gov

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions

0% 25% 50% 5%

100% 150% 200% 300%

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 05/07/26
image courtesy of Drought.gov

100%

National Weather Service
Morristown, TN
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e Temperatures ( ) 7 ) (C) i |
have been Mean Temperature (C ean lemp noma
well above J0-day mean ending May 06 2026 J0-day mean ending May Og 2026

56N
normal the
past 4 weeks
with below
normal
temperatures
within the last
week or so
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit

;\

Hydrologic Impacts
e Stream flows are extremely below normal for the entire area

Agricultural Impacts
e Soil moisture is below the 5th percentile for most of the area

Fire Hazard Impacts
As we move through the late spring into early summer, fire weather concerns have decreased in

([ J
comparison to recent weeks.

Other Impacts
e Stay tuned for future updates.

Mitigation Actions
Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information. Continue to abide

([ J
by any local burning bans and regulations.

National Weather Service
Morristown, TN

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

e Summarize
conditions/impacts here

Explanation - Percentile classes

@ [ ] e e
10 10-24 | 25-75 | 76-90 | >90
Low: |=t0__} Ted | 2 S High | Notranked
oo By | o | fhms, [P

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
U.S. Department of Commerce M Orrlstown, TN
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& Agricultural Impacts
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e \ery dry soil conditions

. Crop Moisture Index @

continue across most of Value for the April 26 - May 2, 2026 v
. Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile

the region. ~

Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND

END OF THE GROWING SEASON, Based on preliminary data

USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS
OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS Below -3 1to1.9

WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW

SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING 29to2  2t02.9
BELOW ABOUT 55F.T IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) B :
DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. -1.9to 1 M Above 3

-0.9to.9

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration Morristown. TN

U.S. Department of Commerce



e Latest TN Burn Ban
map available here.

e Latest VA Burn Ban
map available here.

e Latest NC Burn Ban
information
available here.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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«"4'* " *3‘5\ Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

R\ I Above [ State Boundary
RGN | M Below £ Geographic Area Boundary
> | [ Normal Pre Services Area Boundary

PREDICTIVE]
SERVICES

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
June 2026

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

M Above [ State Boundary ngfﬂf&‘f
w  [E=J Geographic Area Boundary
Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary

National Weather Service
Morristown, TN



https://www.tn.gov/tnwildlandfire/prevention/safe-debris-burning/burn-bans.html
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=616ec339e6ef42629ce19e10f8aadc29
https://www.ncforestservice.gov/fire_control/fc_firesafetyoutdoors.htm
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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Chances for rain return later this
weekend into early next week, but
coverage is expected to be a lot
more limited in our area than places
to the south and east

Most places are forecast to get

0.25” or less

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

‘& Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
Valid 12Z Fri May 08 2026
Thru 12Z Fri May 15 2026
Issued: 1028Z Fri May 08 2026
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC |
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National Weather Service
Morristown, TN



& Rapid Onset Drought Outlook

Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.

e No strong signal for any hazards in our

@ Days 8-14 U.S. Hazards Outlook
region v Valid: May 15 - 21, 2026
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SEE PROBABILISTIC MAPS

NO HAZARDS POSTED

3 Flooding Possible

Rapid Onset Drought Risk

For nationwide drought coverage, please ;@ . )
visit https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu A Ongoing Drought May Persist or Worsen

Follow us: € X

Www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Climate Prediction Center
Released: May 7, 2026 3:00 PM EDT

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
U.S. Department of Commerce M Orrlstown, TN


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif

Long-Range Outlooks
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s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Slight signal for
below normal
temperatures in
the month of
May.

No notable
signal with
regard to
precipitation
chances for the
month of May.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for May 1, 2026-May 31,

2026

{

e T

Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60%

Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation

33%

0% 80% 90% 100%
0% 80% 90% 100%

! J
50%

40%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov

Last Updated: 04/30/26

Monthly Temperature Outlook for May 1, 2026-May 31,
2026

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

\ |
33% 40% 50%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 04/30/26

National Weather Service
Morristown, TN


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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e Drought conditions are
expected to persist
across most of the area
with some
improvements possible
along far western areas

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

& Drought Outlook

»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for April 30,
2026-July 31, 2026

DroughtIsPredicted To...

Persist Improve End Develop No Drought

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 04/30/26

National Weather Service
Morristown, TN


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

