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To: Subscribers:
-NOAA Weather Wire Service
-Emergency Managers Weather Information Network
-NOAAPort
Other NWS Partners, Users and Employees

From: Avichal Mehra
National Weather Service

Subject: Soliciting feedback through August 24, 2026 on the use of
preliminary earthquake information from NWS Tsunami Warning Centers

The National Weather Service (NWS) Tsunami Warning Centers (TWCs), are
seeking user feedback to help streamline the delivery of preliminary
earthquake information as we work to unify tsunami operations, enhance
efficiency and strengthen backup capabilities. Feedback is requested on
the optimal methods for customers to receive critical but preliminary,
early-stage parameters on earthquakes that have the potential to generate
a tsunami or may have been felt and caused a tsunami concern.

Currently, this information is disseminated through the two text products
listed in Table 1; the PTWC's version of the text product is called the
"P-Time Message" and the NTWC's is the "Observatory Message." Examples of
the P-Time and Observatory Messages may be found at:
https://ocean.weather.gov/emits/ex ob ptime.pdf. Although the two
messages contain differing formats and issuance procedures for the
information, each provides the following preliminary estimates for an
earthquake, including:

Estimated magnitude, origin time, coordinates, depth, and
location information.

Table 1: WMO IDs for TWC Preliminary Earthquake Parameters

NWS Product Issuing Office WMO ID
P-Time Message PTWC SEXX01 PHEB
Observatory Message NTWC ADMN75 PAAQ

These messages often provide the earliest quantitative information
following earthquakes that may be felt or have tsunami potential,
signaling that TWCs are evaluating the need for official products.

We invite stakeholders to provide input on preferred delivery methods,
data formats, and the specific information critical to their decision-
making processes. Additionally, we are interested in how this preliminary
data is utilized in relation to other official NWS tsunami products. User


https://ocean.weather.gov/emits/ex_ob_ptime.pdf

feedback will guide the NWS in either developing a unified product for
preliminary earthquake information or transitioning users to existing
official channels, ensuring consistent and authoritative service
delivery.

If you have comments or feedback on the NWS utilization of preliminary
earthquake information, please contact:

Sarah Rogowski
NWS Tsunami Services
sarah.rogowski@noaa.gov
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