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To:      Subscribers 
         -NOAA Weather Wire Service 
         -Emergency Managers Weather Information Network 
         -NOAAPort 
         Other NWS Partners, Users and Employees 
 
From:    A.J. Reiss 
         Director, Ocean and Tsunami Center 
 
Subject: Soliciting Comments through October 12, 2026 on Discontinuing 
the NWS’s High Wind and Associated Seas Graphics 
 
The National Weather Service (NWS) is accepting public comments until 
October 12, 2026 on a proposal to discontinue the High Winds and 
Associated Seas Graphic used to depict areas of high winds and related 
seas over the Atlantic and east Pacific waters. 
 
These graphics, issued only between December 1 and May 14 of the  
following year, depict areas of higher winds extracted directly  
from the numbers and words used in high seas forecasts produced  
by the National Hurricane Center (NHC).  Areas are depicted for  
winds of gale force (34 knots) or higher with the corresponding  
seas noted.  The areas depicted are derived from very general,  
twenty-four hour descriptions of weather due to the text editors  
used to create the forecasts. 
 
From December 1 to May 14, the high wind and associated seas graphic can 
be found at: 
 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/tafb_latest/hiwind_atl_latestBW.gif (Atlantic) 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/tafb_latest/hiwind_pac_latestBW.gif (Pacific) 
 
An alternative source of this information for mariner decision support 
and heavy weather avoidance, available throughout the year, is the 
detailed graphical products of winds and seas at the NWS’s National 
Digital Forecast Database (NDFD) (https://digital.weather.gov).  
Additionally, the NDFD can be accessed for graphical forecasts of wind 
gusts and other weather-based hazards over the oceanic domain.  Compared 
to the High Winds and Associated Seas Graphic, the NDFD provides much 
more detailed graphics for the mariner available in three-to-six hourly 
intervals. 
 
Please note that the WMO Headings for the High Winds and Associated Seas 
Graphics are identical to those used for the Wind Speed Probabilities-
Based Tropical Cyclone Danger Graphics.  Consequently, the WMO Headings 
listed in Table 1 will NOT be discontinued.  Only the High Winds and 
Associated Seas Graphics  

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/tafb_latest/hiwind_atl_latestBW.gif
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/tafb_latest/hiwind_pac_latestBW.gif


themselves are proposed to be retired.  These WMO Headings will remain in 
effect for the Wind Speed Probabilities-Based Tropical Cyclone Danger 
Graphics, which are issued from May 15 through November 30. 
 
Table 1: High Winds and Associated Seas Graphics, issued from December 1 
through May 14, proposed to be discontinued 
 
Product Name                                 WMO Heading 
-------------                                ----------- 
Atlantic, 00 UTC                             PWEK89 KNHC 
Atlantic, 06 UTC                             PWEK90 KNHC 
Atlantic, 12 UTC                             PWEK91 KNHC 
Atlantic, 18 UTC                             PWEK88 KNHC 
Latest Version                               PWEK11 KNHC 
 
East Pacific, 00 UTC                         PWFK88 KNHC 
East Pacific, 06 UTC                         PWFK89 KNHC 
East Pacific, 12 UTC                         PWFK90 KNHC 
East Pacific, 18 UTC                         PWFK91 KNHC 
Latest Version                               PWFK11 KNHC 
 
Table 2:  Wind Speed Probabilities-Based Tropical Cyclone Danger Graphic 
using the same WMO headings will continue to be active for the future 
hurricane seasons from May 15 through November 30: 
 
Product Name                                 WMO Heading 
-------------                                ----------- 
Atlantic, 03 UTC                             PWEK89 KNHC 
Atlantic, 09 UTC                             PWEK90 KNHC 
Atlantic, 15 UTC                             PWEK91 KNHC 
Atlantic, 21 UTC                             PWEK88 KNHC 
Latest Version                               PWEK11 KHNC 
 
East Pacific, 03 UTC                         PWFK88 KNHC 
East Pacific, 09 UTC                         PWFK89 KNHC 
East Pacific, 15 UTC                         PWFK90 KNHC 
East Pacific, 21 UTC                         PWFK91 KNHC 
Latest Version                               PWFK11 KNHC 
 
East and Central Pacific, 03 UTC             PWFK03 PHFO 
East and Central Pacific, 09 UTC             PWFK09 PHFO 
East and Central Pacific, 15 UTC             PWFK15 PHFO 
East and Central Pacific, 21 UTC             PWFK21 PHFO 
Latest Version                               PWFK12 PHFO 
 
The proposed changes further align marine products and services across 
NWS marine forecast centers, improving the consistency and integration of 
marine operations for the benefit of all mariners.  Any change would 
occur in Fall 2026 announced by a Service Change Notice. 
 
We always value feedback on our products and services.  For questions or 
comments on this proposal, please contact: 
 
NWS Marine Services 



Ocean and Tsunami Center 
National Weather Service 
marine.weather@noaa.gov  
 
National Public Information Statements are online at: 
 
https://www.weather.gov/notification/  
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