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Service Change Notice 26-73
National Weather Service Headquarters Silver Spring MD
930 AM EDT Thu Aug 13 2026

To: Subscribers:
-NOAA Weather Wire Service
-Emergency Managers Weather Information Network
-NOAAPort
Other NWS Partners, Users and Employees

From: Suzanne Lenihan
Office of Operations

Subject: NWS will operationally implement the proposal to standardize
radial ice measurements on or about October 1, 2026

The National Weather Service (NWS) will operationally implement the
proposal to standardize forecasting, measuring, and reporting of radial
ice measurements on or about October 1, 2026.

The NWS is enhancing its winter weather services by standardizing the
forecasting and reporting of ice amounts by measuring the expected radial
thickness of new ice accumulation upon an exposed cylindrical object, or
radial ice. Infrastructure impacts on tree branches and power lines are
best characterized using radial ice amounts.

Radial ice amounts are measured in hundredths of inches and forecasted
for six-hour periods. These ice amount forecasts will be made available
in the National Digital Forecast Database (NDFD). Weather Forecast
Office (WFO) Local Storm Reports (LSRs) will also report radial ice
amounts.

A description of the Standardization of Radial Ice Measurements can be
found at the following link:

https://nsdesk.servicenowservices.com/api/g noa/nwspc/res2/2b43a474cf924b
50cf3cf6l152f851cca

Please submit comment or questions to:

WPC Services

Weather Prediction Center
Riverdale Park, MD
wpcserviceslnoaa.gov

National Service Change Notices are online at:

https://www.weather.gov/notification/
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