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Public Information Notice Amended
National Weather Service Headquarters Washington DC
230 AM EDT Mon Sep 8 2014

To:       Subscribers:
          - Family of Services
          - NOAA Weather Wire Service
          - Emergency Managers Weather Information Network
          - NOAAPORT
          Other NWS partners and NWS employees
    
From:     Mark Tew 
          Chief, Marine and Coastal Weather Services Branch

Subject:  Amended: Adjusting Issuance Times for Experimental
          Gridded Marine Offshore and High Seas Forecasts in the
          National Digital Forecast Database (NDFD)
          Effective September 16, 2014
 
Notice amended to change issuance times. Effective Tuesday, 
September 16, 2014, at 16:10 Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), 
the NDFD will change the issuance times for experimental gridded 
forecasts of marine elements over Atlantic and Pacific offshore 
waters and high seas forecast areas.  

NWS will issue grids for forecast days 1-6 at approximately  
4:20 UTC, 10:20 UTC, 16:20 UTC and 22:20 UTC. Currently, NWS 
issues grids for forecast days 1-3 approximately 20 minutes past 
each hour, and for forecasts days 4-6, at approximately  
05:20 UTC, 11:20 UTC, 17:20 UTC, 21:20 UTC and 23:20 UTC.   

The new issuance schedule more closely matches the availability 
of new forecasts from the Ocean Prediction Center and National 
Hurricane Center Tropical Analysis and Forecast Branch.
 
This change will affect experimental files containing data for 
the NDFD Oceanic domain only. It will not affect files for 
Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, the 
full CONUS, or the pre-defined 16 CONUS subsectors, which will 
all retain their current schedule.

Grids for the NDFD oceanic domain are experimentally available at 
the following locations:

http://weather.noaa.gov/pub/SL.us008001/ST.expr/DF.gr2/DC.ndfd/AR
.oceanic/VP.001-003/

http://weather.noaa.gov/pub/SL.us008001/ST.expr/DF.gr2/DC.ndfd/AR
.oceanic/VP.004-007/
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ftp://tgftp.nws.noaa.gov/SL.us008001/ST.expr/DF.gr2/DC.ndfd/AR.oc
eanic/VP.001-003/

ftp://tgftp.nws.noaa.gov/SL.us008001/ST.expr/DF.gr2/DC.ndfd/AR.oc
eanic/VP.004-007/

More details regarding these elements are available in the 
Product Description Document in the online catalog of 
Experimental NWS products and services available at:
 
https://products.weather.gov/PDD/Ex_Grid_Offshore_HS_ndfd.pdf

Graphics for the oceanic grid are available via the 
experimental NDFD map viewer at:  
 
http://preview.weather.gov/graphical/

General information on using NDFD elements is online at:

http://ndfd.weather.gov/technical.htm

If September 16, 2014, is a critical weather day, this 
implementation may be postponed. Users will be notified of that 
decision via a TIN as far in advance as possible. 

If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact:
 
  David Soroka
  NWS National Marine Program Manager    
  Silver Spring Maryland 20910
  301-713-1677X111
  David.Soroka@noaa.gov
 
For general questions regarding NDFD data, please email:
 
NWS.NDFD@noaa.gov
 
For technical questions regarding NDFD data, please contact:
 
  David Ruth
  Mesoscale Prediction Branch Chief
  Silver Spring, Maryland
  David.Ruth@noaa.gov
  301-713-1768x157

TINs specifically related to NDFD are online at: 

  http://www.weather.gov/ndfd/tins.htm 

National TINs are online at:  

  http://www.weather.gov/os/notif.htm 
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