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for Middle Tennessee 

Issued By: NWS Nashville, TN
Contact information: nws.nashville@noaa.gov
● Drought Information Statements are issued when D2 - Severe Drought is present in Middle Tennessee
● Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
● This will be the last statement issued until D2 - Severe Drought returns to Middle Tennessee

Valid March 20, 2025

http://www.noaa.gov/
mailto:nws.nashville@noaa.gov
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
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Drought Intensity and Extent:
● D4 Exceptional Drought: No areas 

classified
● D3 Extreme Drought: No areas 

classified
● D2 Severe Drought: No areas 

classified
● D1 Moderate Drought: Most of 

Bedford and Cumberland counties
● D0 Abnormally Dry: Portions of 

southern Middle Tennessee and the 
Cumberland Plateau

Drought Information Statements are issued  
when D2 - Severe Drought or higher is 

present across Middle Tennessee.  This will 
be the last statement issued until D2 

returns to Middle Tennessee.

Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Middle Tennessee

U.S Drought Monitor

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfoohx_trd.png
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Drought Intensity and Extent:
○ D4 Exceptional Drought: No areas 

classified
○ D3 Extreme Drought: No areas 

classified
○ D2 Severe Drought: No areas 

classified
○ D1 Moderate Drought:  Affecting the 

Upper Duck River basin, portions of 
the Cumberland Plateau, and the 
Tennessee River valley between 
Chattanooga and Knoxville

○ D0 Abnormally Dry: Affecting the far 
southeast portions of West 
Tennessee, southern Middle 
Tennessee, and most of East 
Tennessee

Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Tennessee

U.S Drought Monitor

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_tn_trd.png
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One Week Drought Monitor Class 
Change

○ Drought Worsened: Slight 
degradation occurred in the far 
northeast portions of East 
Tennessee

○ No Change: Some areas did not see 
any drought improvement

○ Drought Improved: Much of the 
drought affected area saw a 1 
category improvement

Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 1-week change map for Tennessee

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_tn_chng_1W.png
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● Most of the mid-state 
received 3.0 to 6.0 
inches of precipitation 
over the last 30 days

● A small area in southern 
Middle Tennessee saw 
6.0 to 7.0 inches of 
precipitation

● This is 70% to 130% of 
normal precipitation for 
most of the mid-state

Precipitation
Over the past 30 days from the High Plains Regional Climate Center

https://hprcc.unl.edu/
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Summary of Impacts

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Streamflows are above normal to much above normal across Middle Tennessee

Agricultural Impacts
● The growing season is coming soon, and soil moisture has improved due to recent rainfall

Fire Hazard Impacts
● A burn permit is required from the Tennessee Division of Forestry between October 15 and May 15 

where local restrictions do not supercede. Check with local municipalities for additional details.

Other Impacts
● There are no known impacts at this time

Mitigation actions
● Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information. Some communities may 

have implemented water restrictions and drought plans.

Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Main Takeaways:
● Much of the state is seeing 

normal to above normal 
streamflows (25th to 90th 
percentile)

● Some areas of Middle 
Tennessee are seeing much 
above normal to high 
streamflows (greater than 
the 90th percentile)

● The Mississippi River and 
portions of far northeast 
Tennessee are still 
experiencing below normal 
streamflows (24th 
percentile or lower)

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts
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Fire Hazard Impacts
Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Main Takeaways
● The Wildland Fire 

Potential is normal for 
March

● For April, the Wildland 
Fire Potential is normal

Latest TN Burn Ban map 
available here.

https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://www.tn.gov/tnwildlandfire/prevention/safe-debris-burning/burn-bans.html
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Next 7 Days: 

● Rainfall amounts of 0.50 to 1.00 
inches are expected across Middle 
Tennessee

● Lesser amounts around a quarter 
of an inch are expected over far 
northeast Tennessee

Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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8-14 Day Outlook
Temperature and Precipitation Outlook

Main Takeaways:
● There is a 33% to 40% 

chance of Above Normal 
temperatures for Middle 
Tennessee during the 
March 27 - April 2 time 
period

● There is a 33% to 40% 
chance of Above Normal 
precipitation for Middle 
Tennessee during the 
March 27 - April 2 time 
period
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Seasonal Outlook
Seasonal Temperature and Precipitation Outlook

Main Takeaways:
● There is a higher 

probability (40-50% 
chance) for Above 
Normal temperatures 
during Apr-May-Jun for 
Middle Tennessee

● There are equal chances 
for Normal, Above 
Normal, or Below Normal 
precipitation during 
Apr-May-Jun for Middle 
Tennessee
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Main Takeaways:

● Drought conditions 
continue to improve 
with the rainfall this 
Spring

● The hardest hit areas in 
southern Middle 
Tennessee and East 
Tennessee may see 
drought persist into the 
early summer

Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1697735709141656&usg=AOvVaw3_dbu-Fb4gq5CfsSgBBrXM

