
Department of Commerce  //  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Drought Information Statement for 
Eastern Washington & North Idaho
Valid April 30, 2025
Issued By: NWS Spokane, WA 
Contact Information: w-otx.webmaster@noaa.gov
● This will be updated when drought significantly degrades.   
● Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
● Please visit https://www.weather.gov/otx/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements. 
● Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

● STATE OF WASHINGTON DROUGHT ADVISORY FOR PARTS OF CENTRAL 
WASHINGTON (see link) 

● Current conditions near to slightly drier than normal and will likely 
persist into late Spring and into Summer

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
mailto:w-otx.webmaster@noaa.gov
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/otx/DroughtInformationStatement
https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates?dews_region=134&state=All
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2025/april-8-drought


National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

U.S. Drought Monitor
Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for eastern Washington and north Idaho

● Drought intensity and Extent for the Inland NW

○ D1 (Moderate Drought): near the 
Cascade crest and the central ID 
Panhandle ~ less than 15%

○ D0: (Abnormally Dry): parts of central WA 
and the ID Panhandle ~ less than 18%

○ NONE: ~67% 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx


National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 4 week change map for eastern Washington and north Idaho 

● Four Week Drought Monitor 
Class Change 

○ No Change: much of central 
WA and north Idaho

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx


National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

 Last 30 Days 

Precipitation

Precipitation over the 
last 30 days has 
been below normal 
across the Inland 
NW and especially 
dry across the 
western Columbia 
Basin. 



National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

 Last 90 Days

Precipitation

Precipitation over the 
last 90 days has been 
wetter across the 
Palouse region and 
eastern Columbia 
Basin 

Unfortunately long 
term dryness remains 
across central WA 
and the higher 
elevations of the 
Idaho Panhandle. 



National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Last 7 Days and 30 Days

Temperature

Temperatures the 
last week and last 
30 days have been 
warmer than 
normal across the 
Cascades, 
northeast WA, and 
ID Panhandle, 
leading to an 
increase of 
snowmelt. 



National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Summary of Impacts
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Water supply outlook remains mostly below normal, especially for Okanogan and Chelan counties. 

(NWS NWRFC) 
● Snowpack conditions were mostly below for the northern Cascades and parts of the ID Panhandle. 

(NRCS)

Agricultural Impacts
● Spring planting has begun. Spring wheat has emerged. Moisture is needed. USDA Crop Progress 

Reports

Fire Hazard Impacts 
● Green-up is ongoing. The Significant Fire Potential Outlook favors above normal activity by July. (NIFC)

Other Impacts 
● Washington State Declared Drought Advisory for Okanogan and Chelan counties.

Mitigation Actions 
● Please refer to your local municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.

 

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/index.html?version=20190313v1
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=false&stationLabels=parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=2&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,date,basin,options,elements,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basinstation&basinType=8&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTAVG&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=47.419&lon=-120.668&zoom=7.0
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Washington/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Washington/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/index.php
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2025/april-8-drought


National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

● Stream flows on the unregulated river 
basins over the past 7 days have been 
above normal in north central WA 
where rapid snowmelt has been 
ongoing. It has been below normal 
across the Palouse region and central 
ID Panhandle where snowmelt has 
slowed down. Elsewhere it as been 
near normal.  

  
 

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow HUC map valid April 29, 2025

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/new/index.php?id=pa07d&sid=w__map%7Cm__pa07d_nwc&r=17


National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

● Snow Water Equivalent were mostly below below 
average and a few were less than 50% of average 
especially in north central WA.

Image Caption: NWRFC ESP Natural Water Supply Forecasts 
for April 29, 2025

Image Caption: NRCS Snow Water Equivalent Percent of 
POR Average for April 29, 2025

● Natural water volume forecasts were mostly below 
to well below normal; a few near normal especially 
on the lower Snake River. 

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/index.html?version=20190313v1
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=2,county,tribal&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basinstation&basinType=6&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=48.197&lon=-116.224&zoom=7.5


National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Agricultural Conditions and Impacts

● Soil moisture remains drier than normal across the Cascades and the ID Panhandle. 

● Crop moisture index remain close to normal. Spring planting has begun. Spring wheat has emerged.



National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Fire Hazard Impacts

● Green-up is ongoing. The Significant Fire Potential Outlook favors above normal activity by July.

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks


National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

● Here is a forecast of precipitation for the Pacific 
NW for the upcoming week as showers increase.

● The 8-14 day outlook favors 
○ 30-40% of above normal temperatures 
○ 33-50% of above normal precipitation for 

early May. 
  



National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Monthly Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

May is leaning toward equal chances of near, above, and below normal temperatures and precipitation across 
the Inland NW. 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/


National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid MM YYYY

Long-Range Outlooks
The latest seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

May-June-July outlook favors better chances of above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation 
across the Inland NW.  

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/


National Weather Service
Spokane, WA

Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

 The Monthly 
and Seasonal  
Drought Outlook 
shows were 
drought exists 
will likely persist 
across the 
Cascades and ID 
Panhandle.  

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

