
OKLAHOMA, Western, Central and Southeast

Bryan County
Hail (0.75)0006  1 SE Colbert 2055CST

Hail (1.00)0006  3 E Roberta 2130CST
Bryan County

3/4 inch hail covered the ground at KSWO TV

Hail (0.75)0007  6 E Lawton 0340CST
Comanche County

at I-44 and NW 10th St.

Hail (0.75)0007Oklahoma City 0504CST
Oklahoma County

Flood  75K0016
19

 1800CST
1800CST

OKZ019 Logan

A slow-moving storm system produced heavy rainfall over much of southwest Oklahoma and western North Texas and parts of
central, and southeast Oklahoma during mid March. Precipitation totals between 3 and 6 inches were recorded during the three-day
period of  March 15-17, 1998.  As a result, minor to moderate flooding occurred over a widespread area, and crests above flood
stage were recorded at 28 forecast points and 9 data points in the Norman hydrologic service area. Only the west-central and
northwest portions of Oklahoma did not incur flooding during the period.  

A second round of showers and thunderstorms moved through the area during the late evening hours of the 18th and early morning
hours of the 19th.  Precipitation totals between 1 and 2 inches helped produce secondary crests on some rivers. 

Most of the river crests occurred between March 16 and March 19. Flood stages were exceeded at some locations as early as 8 p.m.
CST on March 15 and as late as 11 p.m. CST on March 24.
The most significant flooding occurred in southwest Oklahoma, where crests of between 5 and 10 feet above flood stage were
recorded at some sites.

Some of the major rivers and creeks which flooded in Oklahoma include the Clear Boggy, Cobb, Cottonwood, East Cache,
Kingfisher, Mud, and  Muddy Boggy Creeks,  Deep Red Run, and the Blue, Canadian, Chikaskia, Cimarron,  Deep Fork, Little,
North Canadian, North Fork of the Red, Red, Salt Fork of the Arkansas and Washita Rivers. In western North Texas, flooding
occurred along the South Wichita and Little Wichita Rivers, and Beaver Creek near Electra, Texas.

In addition, other minor tributaries and streams also overflowed their banks and produced minor to moderate flooding.  These
streams include the Bell Cow, Cache, Chuckwa, Cow, Deer, Driftwood, Eagle Chief, Otter, Preacher, Skeleton, Turkey and
Wildhorse Creeks in Oklahoma and China, Groesbeck, Paradise and Wanderers Creeks in western North Texas.

Several state highways were closed in portions of Oklahoma and western North Texas due to the flooding, and widespread areas of
agricultural lands and rural roads were also inundated. However, no deaths or injuries were reported as a direct result of the flooding.
Deer Creek firefighters rescued a woman and her 6-year-old child after their car ran into a ditch along the flooded intersection at NW
190th Street and Meridian Avenue 6 miles west of Edmond, OK. This flooding was produced by Deer Creek.

The most significant flood damage occurred along the Cimarron River in Logan County, where soil erosion along the north bank of
the river claimed 2 houses and 1 mobile home in the Twin Lakes Sports Club near Crescent, OK. A total of 15 homes were
evacuated by the Logan County Sheriff during the event. Environmental River Erosion Control (EREC)  personnel reported that
approximately 150 feet of the north bank had been washed away as a result of the floodwaters and that the bank was being eroded at
rates up to 10 feet an hour during the peak of the flood.  Damage estimates were around $100,000.

Significant bank erosion was also reported along the Washita River near Chickasha, OK and the Pease River near Vernon, TX.

Floodwaters along Driftwood Creek in destroyed a bridge detour at a road construction site along State Highway 11 about 1 mile
west of Burlington, OK.  Damage estimates were approximately $50,000.

Residents in and near Walters, OK were forced to sandbag their homes due to flooding from the East Cache Creek.  East Cache
Creek crested at 28.3 feet during the early morning hours of March 17, 7.3 feet above flood stage.

Some of the road closures included:  
Meridian Avenue from Edmond Road to Covell near Edmond, OK
State Highway 18 south of Chandler, OK
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OKLAHOMA, Western, Central and Southeast

State Highway 131 in Wardville, OK
State Highway 5A west of Temple, OK
State Highway 5B between 5A and U.S. Highway 70
State Highway 152 near Eakley, OK
State Highway 36 near Grandfield, OK
State Highway 5 east of Frederick, OK

Mcclain County

reported by NWS employee

Thunderstorm Wind (G52)0018Blanchard 2010CST

Hail (0.75)0018  5 S Waurika 2145CST
Jefferson County

Power lines and trees were downed along Highway 81 near the intersection of Highways 277 and 81 west of town.  Some of the
downed lines landed against a house, trapping the occupants for about 20 minutes.  A 30x30 building was also destroyed on
Highway 277 between Ninnekah and Cement.

Thunderstorm Wind0.50K0018  2 W Ninnekah 2205CST
Grady County

Severe thunderstorm winds completely destroyed a mobile home east of Tabler.  An infant that was in the trailer sustained a serious
head injury, and was treated at a local hospital.  The other 4 occupants received only minor scrapes and bruises.  A neighboring
trailer home was blown 18 inches east and siding was blown off a third mobile home.

Thunderstorm Wind  60K 1  018  3 E Tabler 2215CST
Grady County

Severe thunderstorm winds estimated at 70 mph (by an NWS employee) destroyed a shed, blew part of the roof off a barn, and
damaged the roof of a house.

Thunderstorm Wind (G61)   6K0018  3 S Blanchard 2220CST
Mcclain County

Severe thunderstorm winds damaged numerous roofs and blew several mobile homes off of their blocks.

Thunderstorm Wind  10K0018Norman 2230CST
Cleveland County

Severe thunderstorm winds destroyed a mobile home, injuring one of the three occupants.  Three other homes in the area were
damaged and two mobile homes were blown off of their blocks.  Large trees were also split.

Thunderstorm Wind  15K 1  018  2 N Dibble 2230CST
Mcclain County

reported by NWS employee

Thunderstorm Wind (G58)0018Noble 2235CST
Cleveland County

Severe thunderstorm winds downed limbs, awnings, and television antennae throughout town.

Thunderstorm Wind   1K0018Elmore City 2255CST
Garvin County

measured at the Oklahoma Mesonet site

Thunderstorm Wind (G64)0018  1 SSW Pauls Valley 2255CST
Garvin County

Severe thunderstorm winds caused major damage at Pauls Valley Airport and minor roof damage in town.  At the airport a
maintenance shop, 14 hangars, and 8 to 10 planes were completely destroyed.  Damage at the airport was estimated at $1,500,00.
An Oklahoma Natural Gas shop south of Pauls Valley sustained $150,000 in damage to the roof, walls, and garage doors.  The Pauls
Valley armory lost most of its new roof and air conditioner in the severe storm. Outbuildings, signs, and trees were destroyed
throughout town.  An historic barn was also destroyed.  Total damage in the area was estimated at 2 to 3 million dollars.

Thunderstorm Wind  2.5M0018Pauls Valley 2300CST
Garvin County
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OKLAHOMA, Western, Central and Southeast

Carter County

Severe thunderstorm winds blew the roof off a lumber yard.

Thunderstorm Wind   8K0018Lone Grove 2303CST

Hail (0.75)0018Marietta 2315CST
Love County

Hail (0.88)0018Little City 2340CST
Marshall County

Thunderstorm Wind (G52)0018Wewoka 2350CST
Seminole County

Thunderstorm Wind (G52)0019Durant 0000CST
Bryan County

Summary of events of March 18, 1998:

A line of thunderstorms formed along a cold front as it moved across central and southern Oklahoma during the evening.  A few
reports of severe hail were received, but the majority of damage resulted from severe thunderstorm winds. One storm moved across
Grady and McClain Counties from west of Ninnekah to near Dibble.  Winds estimated at 70-80 mph destroyed trees and several
mobile homes.  Two serious injuries resulted. 

A second storm along the line produced similar severe damage in Pauls Valley.   The Pauls Valley Airport was particularly hard-hit,
with an estimated $1,000,000 damage.  

See preceding individual Storm Data entries for further information and additional reports.

Heavy Snow0019 0100CST
2300CST

OKZ004>012 Harper - Woods - Alfalfa - Grant - Kay - Ellis - Woodward - Major - Garfield

Heavy snow fell across the northwest corner of Oklahoma overnight and into the morning of the 19th.  Snow accumulations were
confined to an area north of a Reydon-Enid-Kaw Lake line, with amounts over 3 inches from Arnett to Ringwood to Braman and
northwestward.  Seven to eight inches fell from Amorita to Freedom to Laverne, and 9 inches accumulated 8 miles north of Buffalo.  

Temperatures warmed fairly quicky and snow melted rapidly, with lingering accumulations for only a few days in extreme northwest
Oklahoma.

Hail (0.75)0027  7 W Arnett 0200CST
Ellis County

Severe thunderstorm winds blew part of the roof off of a peanut barn and downed 11 power poles. Power was off throughout
Carnegie until 10 am that morning. 

Thunderstorm Wind   5K0027  1 S Carnegie 0430CST
Caddo County

Thunderstorm winds downed 8 high voltage power poles, cutting power to Waurika and Terral until after 7 pm that evening.

Thunderstorm Wind  2.4K0027Waurika 0600CST
Jefferson County

Power poles were blown down by a line of thunderstorms, with winds estimated at 50 to 55 mph.

Thunderstorm Wind0.50K0027Marlow 0600CST
Stephens County

Strong winds downed numerous branches up to 6 inches in diameter.

Thunderstorm Wind0.10K0027Seminole 0900CST
Seminole County

Hail (0.75)0030Laverne 0124CST
Harper County

Thunderstorm Wind (G57)0030 14 S Selman 0230CST
Harper County
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OKLAHOMA, Western, Central and Southeast

Grady County
Hail (1.00)0030Chickasha 1249CST

Severe thunderstorm winds blew out numerous windows, downed large trees, and destroyed several signs and awnings in the
downtown business district. Utility poles were downed, damaging and cutting the power to the city's water treatment facility. Nearby
a carport was lifted and blown onto a mobile home and a storage shed was blown away. Just south of town a mobile home was
overturned by the severe thunderstorm winds.

Thunderstorm Wind 150K0030Chickasha 1250CST
1310CST

Grady County

Thunderstorm Wind (G61)0030Chickasha 1255CST
Grady County

Hail (0.88)0030  7 E Tuttle 1310CST
Grady County

Hail (0.75)0030  3 S Duncan 1343CST
Stephens County

in the northeast part of the city

Hail (1.00)0030Oklahoma City 1415CST
Oklahoma County

Hail (0.75)0030Noble 1438CST
Cleveland County

Hail (0.88)0030Fox 1510CST
Carter County

Hail (1.00)0030Springer 1540CST
Carter County

Severe thunderstorm winds estimated at 75 mph tore sheet metal off a barn.

Thunderstorm Wind (G63)0.80K0030Springer 1540CST
Carter County

at Turner Falls

Hail (1.00)0030  6 SSW Davis 1540CST
Murray County

Hail (0.75)0030  5 W Sulphur 1540CST
Murray County

Hail (1.00)0030Dougherty 1545CST
Murray County

Thunderstorm Wind (G61)0030Dougherty 1545CST
Murray County

Hail (0.75)0030  2 W Courtney 1550CST
Love County

Hail (1.00)0030  1 S Springer 1610CST
Carter County

Severe thunderstorm winds downed power lines.

Thunderstorm Wind0.40K0030  1 S Springer 1610CST
Carter County

Hail (1.75)0030Hickory 1613CST
Murray County

Hail (1.00)0030Hickory 1615CST
Murray County

Hail (1.00)0030  2 S Dickson 1616CST
Carter County
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OKLAHOMA, Western, Central and Southeast

accompanied by west winds of 45 to 50 mph

Hail (1.00)0030Dickson 1618CST
Carter County

Hail (1.00)0030  2 N Allen 1645CST
Pontotoc County

Hail (0.75)0030  7 NNE Tupelo 1705CST
Coal County

measured at the Oklahoma Mesonet site

Thunderstorm Wind (G50)0030  5 WNW Calvin 1710CST
Hughes County

Hail (0.75)0030  1 W Atwood 1715CST
Hughes County

Hail (0.88)0030Calvin 1717CST
Hughes County

A severe thunderstorm produced a brief tornado in Lamar.  Witnesses described a brief funnel that developed as the storm came
across Lamar Mountain just southwest of town. This first funnel lifted and then a second funnel formed and touched down.  The
tornado moved north along the west edge of town for about .4 miles then veered to the northeast before lifting.   On the southern end
of the path, the roof was blown off a cow shed. Just north of there a travel trailer and dog house were blown over, an antenna was
blown down, and a tree was uprooted.  Shutters were blown off the next house to the north.  About a block north of there the tornado
blew the roof off a workshop and tossed a trampoline over a house. At this point the tornado turned to the northeast and destroyed a
shed across from the post office and damaged a front porch.  The damage path was about .6 miles long, and the tornado was rated
F0.

Tornado (F0)0 25  0.6 030Lamar 1718CST
Hughes County

Hail (0.75)0030Coleman 1730CST
Johnston County

Hail (0.75)0030  1 N Calera 1750CST
Bryan County

Hail (0.75)0030  2 N Farris 1845CST
Atoka County

Summary of events of March 30th:

A line of thunderstorms formed along a cold front as it moved east across central and southern Oklahoma. The line extended across
the state from Kansas to Texas and produced large hail, damaging winds, and one tornado.  The largest hail (golf ball-sized) was
reported in Hickory in Murray County. Widespread wind damage occurred in Chickasha in Grady County as one storm evolved into
a bow-echo.  As the line of storms continued to move east, they developed comma-head radar signatures.  One of these storms
produced a small tornado (F0) in Lamar in Hughes County. 

See preceding individual Storm Data entries for further information and additional reports.

Thunderstorm Wind (G52)0018  1 SW Seymour 2005CST

TEXAS, Western North

Baylor County

Hail (0.75)0018  7 S Dundee 2035CST
Archer County

Hail (0.88)0018Lake Kickapoo 2040CST
Archer County

Hail (1.00)0018  4 SW Archer City 2045CST
Archer County

5

Location Date Character of Storm

Time
Local/
Standard

Path
Length
(Miles)

Path
Width
(Yards)

Number of
Persons

Killed         Injured  

Estimated
Damage

Property        Crops 

March 1998



TEXAS, Western North

Archer County
Hail (0.75)0030Lakeside City 1238CST

on the south side of town

Hail (0.88)0030Wichita Falls 1240CST
Wichita County

Thunderstorm Wind (G52)0030Archer City 1300CST
Archer County

at the intersection of Highway 281 and FM 1954

Hail (0.75)0030  2 SE Lakeside City 1300CST
Archer County

Hail (1.00)0030Wichita Falls 1300CST
Wichita County

on the north side of town

Hail (0.88)0030Dean 1319CST
Clay County

one mile south of the intersection of FM 172 and FM 1883, on FM 1883

Hail (0.88)0030  2 W Deer Creek 1340CST
Clay County

on the east side of Lake Arrowhead

Thunderstorm Wind (G52)0030Lake Arrowhead 1340CST
Clay County

Hail (0.88)0030Henrietta 1348CST
Clay County

Severe thunderstorm winds estimated at 70 mph downed large trees and power lines. Roofs were damaged and a small office trailer
was blown over.

Thunderstorm Wind0.50K0030Henrietta 1348CST
Clay County

Hail (0.88)0030  2 S Joy 1402CST
Clay County

Hail (0.75)0030 12 S Henrietta 1408CST
Clay County

Summary of events of March 30th:

Severe thunderstorms formed along a cold front as it moved across southern Oklahoma and into north Texas. Storms developed over
Archer and Wichita Counties around midday then moved east into Clay County by early afternoon.  Hail as large as quarters fell in
Wichita Falls.  Wind gusts were estimated as high as 70 mph in Henrietta (Clay County).

See preceding individual Storm Data entries for further information and additional reports.
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