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- Woodward Tornado of April 9, 1947

YT ST AT Y T W et R

This tornado was considered to be the lougest nfldest and
most destruetive ever to have occurred in this seotlon-of the
country. "The tornado ripped through threé - States in,.a 221
| mﬂe long path, leaving 1n~1ts-wake 169 l*nlled 980 1n3ured and”
a property damage of about $9, 700,000." ’ -

The ‘tornado originated aboutgr5“..42 p: 1. CST Aprrl 9.. 194(
1-2 mile SE of White Deer, . Texas. The storm -moved north-
eastward passing 5.mi. N\V“ot Pampa at 6 05 p. Im. 3m1 NW
of Canadran through Glazrer about’ 7 22:p. m. )
H1gg1ns about 7:45 p. m. It entered Ellis Co Oklahoma,;-

and through_

lost therr lives: at W oodward“and 6.in EKllis Co. In Glazier, 17
were killed and in Higgins 51. 7 82 1nJured were counted-in OkIa-
homa;-and 198 in Texas. .The Red Cross reported a total 'of
626 houses destroyed and 920 damaged as follows: Oklahoma,

Woodward Co., 430 destloyed 650 damaged Elhe Co.,.52 de-
stroyed, 133 damaged ‘Woods Co., 25 destroyed, 20 damaged

Texas: Lipscomb Co.; 88, destroyed 116 damaged; Hemphlll
Co 36 destroyed and 1 damaged -

Tho tornado struek Woodward in the early part of the night
when numerous. families or members of families were away from

about 8:00 p. mi. followmg a path “which took 1t 4 mi. SK of’ home. Many Téturned to find thelr homes completely destroyed
Shattueh 4:mi. NW of Arnett- 3 mi, SE of Gage at.8:13 p. m.. . OF badly damaged Sone famlhes like that of the-local Weather
and 2 1n11es SF of Fargo Mox«rng 1nto*Woodwa1d Cox- the Observer eseaped 1n]ury by taklng refuge in therr storm cellars.

storm struoh Woodward at 8:43 p. m. From’ “Wosdward the r\lnaeulous escapes were many,’ while in other cases most if not
tornado continued its northeastward course through Woodward all members of the family were e1ther killed or injured. Con-

and \Voods Counties, ﬁnal]y leaving. Oklahoma aboutt 10: 00 .

, not far from Hartner Kansas. - Between 10:00 p. m ‘and
11 00 p. m., CST, the tornado. passed through Barber Co. Kan-
sa8, and mto Klngman Co where it dissipated after. eausmg
some damage at St. Leo 6 miles. north. of Nashvrlle Kansas.
The rate of {forward movenrenuwas 42. mi® pér hr. The width
of the path was 250 yds. near ‘White Deér,, 1.5 mi. at‘nggrns,
1.8 mi. at Woodward, and g O mi. frorn Woods Co to the point
of dissipation. : --_ | ~

The area af'feeted by the tornado during the period pl‘lOl‘ to.
the. onset -of the-storm.. was in the apéx: of the: warm sector of a
10w-pressure systemi centered in southeastern Colorado at 6:30
p. m., CST, April 9; the center moving to near Wichita by
12: 30 a. m., April 10 On the 6:30 p. m. map, a cold front
wags 1ndreated as extendmgsSbW frorn the center along the west-
ern edge of the Texas Panhandle By mrdmght the front had
moved eastward, and was indicated as a cold front aloft through
central Kansas, thlough Enid, Okla., Just west of Fort Sill, and
to a point south.of--Big Sprmg, Texas Souther]y, g-ustyr surfac
winds, 30-40 mph, with low olouds were noted in the area.
Winds aloft at Amarillo at 4:00 p. 'm. - were southerly frem 53.-
to 61 mph. at 1evels from 4 to 7 thouaand feet MSL.

Few reports were reeelved from persons actually obsen 1ng the:
tornado cloud due to fog, low clouds, and darknegs. Observers
saw the tornado as it formed near ’Whrte Doer ind the, Weather
Buleau observer at Pampa noted the éloud: Wht,ll it was north.
of ‘his station. The, roar of the tornado as 1t passed 3—o mi. to
the south could--be- lreard at the (aage station.
funnel shaped cloud was seen during lightning ﬂashes The
tornado caused marked dips in the barograph traces at both.
Pampa and Gage: The .cooperative observer at Arnett 4 mi: to
the south of. the storm path, heard the tornado roarrng but was
unable to sec.it because of the low elouds Observera-at Wood-
ward reported hearing the tornado oomparrng its sound to the
roar of a:fast frelght OT: eXPTess train. .

- Loss of life totaled 169;" 101 berng Lrlled in Oklahoma and
63 in-Texas.-
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fusion aniong separated families was rampant. Weather con-
ditions added to the misery of the: homeless and the task of re-
lief Worhers as temperatures ‘dropped into- the 80s and 40s and
cold. raln changed to SNOW on-the 12th and 13th.

Total property damage for the three States was~ estlmated at
$9,700,000. Losses to property were prmcrpally to bulldmgs,
'althouo'h many livestock, fenoes -telegraph wires, automobiles,

and farm. machinery. were destroyed. Damage estimates - by

County Agents in Oklahoma, were:. Woodward Co. , $6,608, 750
Ellis Co., $1,264,000; and Woods Co.. $150: OOO Inaklng the
" total loss.in- Oklahoma around- $8,022 750. Total prOperty dam-
age  was estlmated at $1 505, OOO in Texas and %200 000 in
Kansas : . .
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Fires brolre out in a number of places, anid were dlﬁhoult to
control: due to loss of water supply and laek of help. Persons
were mostly: concerned.with tgking .care of the dead and injured.
A _downpour.of rain for about 15 minutes shortly after the storm
moved’ on, helped suppress the fires at Woodward. "The tornado
destroyed the equipment for the local weather station, but the
~amount of rainfall was:estimated by the observer at O 50 inch.
-Rain and snow on the 12- 13th added to damage of property
remarnlng unprotected: )
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'In Woodward over a hundred mty blocks were demohshed
- Practically all of Higgins and Glazier were destroyed- : For the

. entire storm between 4,000: and 5,000 buildings of all kinds,

1ncludmg homes, were erther destroyed or" damaged

W eather Bureau Ofﬁerala Messrs Lloyd, Schaad and Wm-
burn, who  investigated the tornado, indicated that the path of
the tornado at Woodward measured 1.8 mi. wide, one of the

. widest tornado paths of record. Méasurements of the distance
Neai Gage the “from the right hand edge of the tornado, where structural dam-

age began, to the center of the-core of. the tornado was 1.1 mi.
Froi the center of the core to the left hand edge of- the zoné of
destruction was determined-at 0.7 mi. On the extreme right
hand edge of the. zone of destruction the debris lay almost par-
allel to the path: of the tornado: Moving in toward. the center
‘of the core, directly across the path of the tornado, the angle at
which the debris lay gradually shifted, as the forward ends - of
trees, boards, ete., were inclined more 'to the left. At the right
hand edge of the core the debris lay due north-south; and in
the core itself, the debris was in a tangled mass with tlze bulk o)f
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