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Key Messages
● For the Wabash and Ohio rivers, spring 

flood risk is near normal. Minor flooding is 
expected, and isolated moderate flooding 
is possible.

● For the Mississippi and local tributaries, 
spring flood risk is near to below normal. 
Minor and isolated moderate flooding is 
expected. Isolated moderate to major 
flooding is possible.

● CPC outlooks favor a wetter than normal 
and warmer than normal pattern through 
May.

● Rainfall and thunderstorms will be the 
primary drivers of flooding. 

>50% Chance of Exceedance through May
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Key Ingredients Antecedent 
Conditions 

Impact to Spring 
Flooding 

Winter Precipitation 
/Temperatures

Below Normal Normal Risk

River Levels Normal Normal Risk

Soil Moisture Below Normal Lesser Risk

Spring Weather 
Outlook

Above Normal Greater Risk

Include 
appropriate 
Key 
Ingredients 
in the table. 
Remove or 
add as 
necessary. 
Manually 
edit text 
and fill 
color in the 
right 
column.

Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:

Lesser Risk to Normal Risk

The overall flood risk is near normal for much of 
the area, especially the Wabash and Ohio River 
and its tributaries. Near to below normal risk 
exists for the Mississippi river and its tributaries. 
Above normal precipitation will be the main 
driver for flooding this spring. 

Risk Potential: Lesser Risk Normal Risk Greater Risk To Be Determined
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Winter Precipitation and Temperature
90 Day Departures from Normal

● Temperatures remained near normal with cooler temperatures to the east and warmer to the west

● Precipitation was below normal across much of the region

This information 
can be 
contained on 
one slide, with 
1-3 images 
shown and a 
little text. If 
offices need a 
second slide to 
show off this 
info there is a 
duplicate on the 
next slide.

Once an office 
decides on their 
images, they can 
be inserted by link 
(Insert> Image>By 
URL) and then 
they should be 
able to be 
updated with the 
DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images option 
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Latest Drought Conditions
Map shows the U.S. Drought Monitor conditions across the Paducah forecast area. 

● Recent rainfall has led to drought 
improvements across the eastern 
two-thirds of the area.

● Drought continues across southeast 
Missouri, portions of western Kentucky 
and southern Illinois. The worst drought 
conditions are in southeast Missouri. 
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River Levels
Streamflow

● River levels have returned to near 
normal for much of the region due 
to recent rainfall

● In southern Illinois, and southwest 
Indiana streamflow is above normal 
due to recent heavy rainfall. 
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Soil Moisture and Frost Depth

● 4” Soil Temps Above Freezing● Drier than Normal soil
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Long Range Flood Outlook
Probability Range of Flood Outcomes

>50% Chance of 
Exceedance - Expected
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Long Range Flood Outlook
Probability Range of Flood Outcomes

>25% Chance of 
Exceedance -  Possible
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Long Range Flood Outlook
Probability Range of Flood Outcomes

>10% Chance of 
Exceedance - Near Worst 
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7 Day Precipitation Forecast
March 12-19, 2026

Find a detailed forecast for any location at weather.gov/forecastpoints 

http://weather.gov/forecastpoints
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8 to 14 Day Outlook
March 18-24, 2026

To be optionally 
included if 
something in the 
7 day forecast 
will be relevant to 
near term 
possible spring 
flooding



National Weather Service

7:41 AM CDT
March 12, 2026

Paducah, KY
National Weather Service

Spring Weather Outlook
These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks and months ahead

Weeks 3-4 Outlook

● Above normal temperatures are 
favored for much of the forecast 
area.

● Most of the area is favored to see 
above normal precipitation.

Seasonal Outlook

● Above normal temperatures are 
favored for the eastern half of the 
area (mainly western Kentucky) 
with near equal chances 
elsewhere.

● Above normal precipitation is 
favored for the area.

Weeks 3-4 
outlooks are linked 
images and can be 
updated by running 
DSS Builder > 
Update Linked 
Images.  

Offices are 
welcome to use the 
CPC outlooks that 
best enhance their 
messaging, and 
can zoom in/crop 
as needed. 

https://www.cp
c.ncep.noaa.go
v/products/pred
ictions/long_ran
ge/ for the 
needed 3 
month outlook 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
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Spring Flood & Water Resources Outlook
Summary

Additional Resources
NWS Paducah Website

Ohio River Forecast Center
Lower Mississippi River 

Forecast Center
North Central River Forecast 

Center
NWS Paducah on Facebook 

NWS Paducah on Twitter

Forecast Points (Hourly 
Details)

NWS Paducah Spring Flood 
Page

Flood Safety Information
River Observations and 

Forecasts 

Questions??? 
Contact our office at 270-744-0321 or 

the following: 
Allan Diegan: allan.diegan@noaa.gov 

Copy and 
paste key 
messages 
from first 
slide

Offices will need 
to update some 
of the local links 
to their pages. 

Offices are also 
welcome to add 
more resources 
links

● For the Mississippi and its 
tributaries, near to below normal 
flooding is expected. Minor to 
isolated Moderate flooding is 
expected. Isolated major flooding 
is possible. 
 

● Near normal flood risk is 
expected for the Wabash and 
Ohio rivers. Minor flooding is 
expected. Isolated moderate 
flooding is possible.

https://www.weather.gov/pah
https://www.weather.gov/ohrfc
https://www.weather.gov/lmrfc
https://www.weather.gov/lmrfc
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc
https://www.facebook.com/NWSPaducah
https://twitter.com/NWSpaducah/
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/pah/SpringHydrologicOutlook
https://www.weather.gov/pah/SpringHydrologicOutlook
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/pah
https://water.noaa.gov/wfo/pah

