
August 18 Tornado 
A supercell thunderstorm crossed Jefferson County, Illinois during the late afternoon. The storm produced golf-ball 

size hail, a weak tornado, and damaging straight-line winds. The storm displayed the classic radar signatures of a 

rotating supercell. Structural damage was confined to rural areas southwest of Mount Vernon. 

During the late afternoon hours on August 18, 2001, a supercell thunderstorm developed 

southwest of Mount Vernon, Illinois. By definition, a supercell thunderstorm is a thunderstorm 

that contains distinct, sustained rotation. Radar indicated strong rotation in the storm as it moved 

into southwest Jefferson County, and a Tornado Warning was issued for Jefferson County from 

about 5:50 P.M. until 6:30 P.M.  

The supercell moved east-southeast, from near Waltonville to Ina. The strongest rotation was 

detected while the storm was near Waltonville, which is in southwest Jefferson County. A damage 

survey of southwest Jefferson County was conducted by a meteorologist from the Paducah office. 

It was determined that a weak tornado briefly touched down near Waltonville. As the storm 

crossed Rend Lake and approached Ina, rotation decreased and became less organized. Even after 

the weakening trend, quarter-size hail and a rotating wall cloud were observed near the Ina exit of 

Interstate 57.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ILLINOIS:  (GUSTS IN KNOTS - i.e. Thunderstorm Wind (G65) = 75 mph) 

 



 

 

 

 

 


