
Western Kentucky Hailstorms and Tornado on 

April 20, 2003 (Easter Sunday) 

Severe thunderstorms affected parts of western Kentucky and southwest Indiana during 

the afternoon and evening of April 20. Severe Thunderstorm Watches 138 and 139 were 

issued for those areas between 12:20 and 2:00 P.M. The storms formed ahead of a cold 

front as afternoon sunshine warmed temperatures to near 80 degrees. The atmosphere 

was quite humid, with dew points in the middle 60's.  

 

Large hail photo above was taken on north side of Murray, Kentucky, courtesy of Shawn 

Dunnaway.  

Many occurrences of dime to quarter size hail were reported. There were three 

particularly significant hailstorms and one tornado.  

 Around 3:40 P.M., a tornado rated F-1 intensity occurred near Crofton in Christian 

County, Kentucky.  Several barns were destroyed, windows were blown out of 

businesses, and roofs of homes were damaged. There were numerous large trees 

uprooted. Golf-ball size hail accompanied the damaging winds. A damage photo and 

radar images of the storm are shown below. A Tornado Warning was issued for 

Christian County. The storm maintained strong tornadic signatures as it continued 

east across extreme southern Muhlenberg County, and a Tornado Warning was 

later issued for that county. 



 



Pictures of the F1 tornado damage: 

 

 

 

 

 



 The second major event occurred in Murray, Kentucky between 5 and 5:15 P.M. 

Hail up to the size of golf balls covered the ground in parts of Murray.  

 At about 5:10 P.M., a severe storm crossed Henderson County, Kentucky, 

producing large hail. Quarter size hail fell in Henderson, with larger hail likely in 

southern Henderson County. Strong rotation was indicated within the storm, and a 

Tornado Warning was issued for Henderson County.  

 Shortly after 6:30 P.M., parts of Daviess County and the city of Owensboro, 

Kentucky were struck by a hailstorm. Hailstones were reportedly up to 2 inches in 

diameter, which is slightly bigger than golf balls. The following photos of hail 

damage are courtesy of Richard Payne, director of Daviess County Emergency 

Management. The photos were taken near Stanley, Kentucky, which is just 

northwest of Owensboro.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RADAR IMAGE OF THE CROFTON, KY STORM 

This is a "4-panel" image, showing the same storm at four different elevation angles of the radar beam. The 

horizontal brown bar that passes near the southern edge of the storm is for reference, and is not part of the radar 

display. The hook-shaped appendage on the southern side of the storm, indicative of very strong rotation, is 

unmistakable, especially in the bottom two panels. The time stamp on this image from the Fort Campbell / 

Hopkinsville radar is 3:40 P.M. CDT (2040 GMT). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RADAR IMAGE OF THE SAME STORM as it crossed Muhlenberg County 

The hook-shaped appendage on the southern side of the storm, indicative of very strong rotation, is 

unmistakable, especially in the bottom two panels 

 


