Drought Information Statement for
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly Hydrologic Service Area
Valid October 8, 2026

Issued By: National Weather Service Philadelphia/Mt. Holly

Contact Information: wfophi.webmaster@noaa.gov

This product will be updated November 23, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/phi/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

The state of New Jersey has issued a Drought Watch for their Coastal South
region.

The state of Delaware has issued a Drought Watch for the entire state.

The state of Pennsylvania has issued a Drought Watch for Berks and Lehigh
County.

The state of Maryland has issued a Drought Watch for our Maryland Eastern
Shore counties.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
mailto:wfophi.webmaster@noaa.gov
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
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2wt 3‘5\ Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Philadelphia/Mt. Holly Hydrologic Service Area

2 U.S. Drought Monitor

o Drought intensity and Extent

DZY (T QT ETNITT:4419): No Exceptional

Drought exists across the Hydrologic
Service Area (HSA).

D3 (Extreme Drought)SNISGENE
Drought exists across the HSA.

D2 (Severe Drought): No Severe Drought
exists across the HSA.

D1 (Moderate Drought): Moderate
Drought exists across portions of Delaware
and Maryland.

DO: (Abnormally Dry): Abnormally Dry
conditions exist across portions of the New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and
Maryland.
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (D0) Moderate Drought Severe Drought (D2) Extreme Drought Exceptional Drought
1) (D3) (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 10/06/26

National Weather Service
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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A Four Week change map can be accessed
from the link above.

One Week Drought Monitor Class Change...

o Drought Worsened: No degradation
was observed across the four states
we serve.

o No Change: There was no change
observed across the four states we
serve.

o Drought Improved: No improvement
was observed across the four states
we serve.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Recent Change in Drought Intensity
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U.S. Drought Monitor 1-Week Change Map
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Drought Change Since Last Week
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Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 10/06/26

National Weather Service
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png

e Precipitation totals
the last 30 days have
been above normal
across portions of
New Jersey.
Elsewhere, 30 day
precipitation totals
have been below
normal to normal.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)

Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 10/08/26

image courtesy of Drought.gov

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
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Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 10/08/26
image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly



For the 7-Day
Temperature
Anomaly (ending
10/4), the forecast
area experienced
normal to above
normal temperatures.

For the 30-Day
temperature
anomaly, the forecast
area experienced
mainly normal
temperatures.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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7-Day Temperature Anomaly
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Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)
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Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image
courtesy of Drought.gov
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Data Valid: 10/04/26

30-Day Temperature Anomaly
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Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)

Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image
courtesy of Drought.gov

Data Valid: 10/04/26

National Weather Service
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly



é Summary of Impacts
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Hydrologic Impacts
e Seven-day average streamflow conditions, ending 10/7, were mainly below
normal. See slide 7 for more details.

Agricultural Impacts
e Between September 27 and October 3, crop moisture was normal to above
normal across the HSA. See slide 8 for more details.

Other Impacts

e Per state DEPs, reservoir pools across the HSA were mainly normal.

e Per the Delaware River Basin Commission, and as of October 5th, the salt
front in the Delaware River Estuary was estimated at river mile marker 73.8.
The normal location for this time of year is river mile marker 72. This indicates
the salt line is further upriver compared to normal.

Mitigation Actions

e Per the state of New Jersey, a Drought Watch has been issued for their
Coastal South region.

e Per the state of Maryland, a Drought Watch has been issued for our
Maryland Eastern Shore counties.

e Per the state of Delaware, a Drought Watch has been issued for the entire
state.

e Per the state of Pennsylvania, a Drought Watch has been issued for Berks
and Lehigh Counties.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

“v.,.» Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

State Declarations

Updated on:
October 8, 2026

B Drought Emergency
B Drought Warning
Drought Watch

Keep in mind, the National Weather Service does not declare

Drought Watches or Warnings.

National Weather Service
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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e Seven-day average

streamflow conditions, ending
10/7, were mainly below

normal.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Explanation - Percentile classes

<10 10-24 | 25-75 | 76-90 >90 |

o Above  |Much abovel
nnnnn normal Normal [ normal normal |

High

Image Caption: HUC map USGS 7 day streamflow for the

Mid-Atlantic valid October 7, 2026

National Weather Service
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly


https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?id=pa07d&sid=w__map%7Cm__pa07d_nwc&r=02
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?id=pa07d&sid=w__map%7Cm__pa07d_nwc&r=02

Agricultural Impacts

Crop Moisture Index

Value for the September 27 - October 3, 2026 V@

Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile

e Between September 27 and
October 3, crop moisture was

normal to above normal across
the HSA.

Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND i
END OF THE GROWING SEASON. Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS

OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS
WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW
SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING 29to2  2t02.9
BELOW ABOUT 55F.T IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)

DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. -1.9to 1 M Above 3

-0.9to.9

Below -3 1to1.9

@ Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration . .
v U.S. Department of Commerce Ph I l.adelph Ia/Mt. H Olly



A cold front will cross the region today. High pressure
will follow. Despite the frontal passage, dry weather
is expected into the weekend. The remnants of Isaias
will bring a return of unsettled conditions Sunday into
Monday.

The 8 to 14 day outlook calls for below normal
temperatures and near normal precipitation.

National Oceanic and

@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for October 8,
2026-October 15,2026

Predicted Inches of Precipitation

s SA 6
0.1 0.25 0.5 0.75 il 1.25 15 175

0 0.01
L L
175 2 25 3 4 5 T 10 15 20

Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 10/08/26
courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly



Long-Range Outlooks

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
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Long-Range
signals suggest
the average
monthly
precipitation
through the end
of October will be
about normal.
Long-Range
signals suggest
the average
monthly
temperature
through the end
of October will be
about normal.
National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Monthly Precipitation Outlook for October 1,
2026-October 31,2026
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Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation
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Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation
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Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov
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Monthly Temperature Outlook for October 1,
2026-October 31,2026

A
Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures
33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures
33% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

I 1
33% 40% 50%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov

Last Updated: 09/30/26

National Weather Service
Philadelphia/Mt. Holly


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

