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ARS 49-504. Limitations: Nothing in this article shall 
be construed so as to: 

4. Prevent the normal farm cultural practices which cause dust



Categories for AgBMPs

▪ Category I: Tillage, Harvest or Ground Operation

▪ Category II: Non-cropland and Commercial Farm 
Roads

▪ Category III: Cropland

▪ Category IV: Signification Agricultural Earth Moving 
Activities



Ag BMP General Permit for Maricopa Cropland



Observed Dust 

Acceptable dust conditions. The PM is visible but not obstructing 
roads or crossing neighboring properties.



Observed Dust

Acceptable dust conditions. Modified equipment generates dust but 
allows for less passes. This allows for a shorter period of time that 
dust is generated. 



Dust Conditions



Dust Conditions

▪ Not necessarily a violation



Fallow Fields

“Fallow Field” means an area of land that is routinely cultivated, planted and 
harvested and is unplanted for one or more growing seasons or planting 
cycles, but is intended to be placed back in agricultural production.
 – R18-2-610.01



Fallow Field Complaint Case Study 



Fallow Field Complaint Case Study



Fallow Field Complaint Case Study

Before

After



San Simon Case Study 

San Simon project. About 1300 acres of converted desert tilled 
to a depth of four feet. This caused wind-blown dust to obstruct 
vision on the I-10 forcing ADOT to reroute traffic. ADEQ 
undertook a project to stabilize the soil. 



San Simon Case Study

Please contact us if you observe dust to prevent a potentially dangerous situation.



Conclusion 

▪ Be mindful that farming practices are dusty 
but can be managed.
▪ In conclusion, if you are unsure about an 

agricultural activity, contact us and we will 
check it out. 
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