- Drought Information Statement for

South Central and Southeast Colorado

Valid September 5th, 2024

Issued By: NWS Pueblo, Colorado

Contact Information: nws.pueblo@noaa.gov

A e This product will be updated by Dec 5th, 2024 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
. : Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/pub/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

Moderate drought conditions increasing across the Southeast Plains

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
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& U.S. Drought Monitor

s> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Colorado

e Drought intensity and Extent

O

O

&

D4 (Exceptional Drought)S\VZa

D3 Extreme Drought3a\Vy
D2 Severe Drought: N/A

D1 Moderate Drought: Portions of Teller, El Paso,
Fremont, Pueblo, Huerfano, Otero, Bent Kiowa and
Prowers counties.

DO: Abnormally Dry: Portions of El Paso, Pueblo,
Fremont, Custer, Costilla, Las Animas, Otero, Bent,
Kiowa, Prowers, Baca and Chaffee counties.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Valid Tuesday September 3rd, 2024
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U.S. Drought Monitor

e
Ir

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 09/03/24
National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_co_trd.png

e Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

&

o Drought Worsened: Portions of the
southeast mountains and plains.

o No Change: Most of south central
Colorado.

o Drought Improved: Portions of
Saguache and Chaffee counties.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Colorado
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Image Caption: Drought Monitor Colorado 4 Week Change Map

valid September 3rd, 2024

National Weather Service

Pueblo, Colorado


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_CO_chng_4W.png
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& Precipitation

s> Links to the latest HPRCC Precipitation Accumulation and Departure from Normal for the Summer of 2024 (June-August)

The Summer of 2024 featured a
meandering ridge of high
pressure across the Rockies,
which brought periods of very
warm temperatures, as well as
periods of abundant available
moisture, heavy rain, severe

storms and cooler temperatures.

Summer (June-August) total
precipitation was at and above
normal across south central
Colorado and generally below
normal across the southeast
Colorado.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

/4/2

024 ot HPRC

Precipitation (in)
6/1/2024 - 8/31/2024

C using provisicnal dota

NOAA Regional Climate

Departure from Normal Precipitation (in)
6/1/2024 - 8/31/2024

Centers 4 at

=PRCC

using provisional dota.

NOAA Regional Climate Cente

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado


https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/hprcc/co/Last3mPDataHPRCC-CO.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/hprcc/co/Last3mPDeptHPRCC-CO.png
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é Temperature

Yoy >>> Links to HPRCC Average Temperature and Departure from Normal Temperature for the Summer of 2024

o

Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
6/1/2024 — 8/31/2024 6/1/2024 - 8/31/2024

e Temperatures across the region
where generally above normal in
June and August. July featured near
to below normal temperatures,
leading to generally above normal
temperatures across south central
and southeast Colorado for the
Summer (June-August) as a whole.

g

e The Summer of 2024 was the 2nd,
4th and 6th warmest on record in
Alamosa, Colorado Springs and
Pueblo, respectively.

Generated 9/4/2024 at HPRCC using provisional deta NOAA Regional Climate Centers 24 at HPRCC using provisional date. NOAA Reglonal Climate Centers

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Pueblo, COloradO


https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/hprcc/co/Last3mDataHPRCC-CO.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/hprcc/co/Last3mTDeptHPRCC-CO.png
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

s> Links: See/submit

&

***

Hydrologic Impacts

e Stream flows are at or above normal across most of south central and southeast Colorado, save for
portions of the southeast mountains and plains

Agricultural Impacts
e Soil moistures are running at and above normal across south central Colorado with some soil
moisture deficits developing across the southeast Plains. (CPC Daily Soil Moisture Ranking)

Fire Hazard Impacts
o N/A.

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
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Current 7 day average stream flows are at or above normal

across most of south central and southeast Colorado, save for

portions of the southeast mountains and plains.

NRCS data indicates statewide mountain precipitation for
the month of August was at 167 percent of median, as
compared to 119 percent of median at this time last year.
Water Year to date precipitation is 104 percent of median, as
compared to 108 percent at this time last year.

In the Arkansas basin, August precipitation came in at 143
percent of median, as compared to 106 percent of median at
this time last year. Water Year to date precipitation is 109
percent of median, as compared to 90 percent of median at
this time last year.

In the Upper Rio Grande basin, August precipitation came in
at 188 percent of median, as compared to 91 percent of
median at this time last year. Water Year to date precipitation
is 106 percent of median, as compared to 95 percent of
median at this time last year.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow for Colorado

valid September 4th, 2024

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado



https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/support/water/SummaryReports/CO/BPrecip_9_2024.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/snowClimateMonitoring/snowpack/basinDataReports/
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=co
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& Agricultural and Water Storage Impacts

e (CPC data indicates soil moisture at or
above seasonal norms across south
central Colorado with slight deficits
noted across portions of SE Colorado.

Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
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Image Caption: CPC Daily Soil Moisture Ranking
valid Sept 4th, 2024

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

exe? Link to the latest USDA Colorado Crop Progress and Condition Report

NRCS data indicated statewide
Colorado Reservoir Storage was at 93
percent of median at the end of August,
as compared to 102 percent of median
at this time last year.

In the Arkansas basin, reservoir storage
was at 113 percent of median at the end
of August, as compared to 112 percent
of median at this time last year.

In the Rio Grande basin, reservoir
storage was at 113 percent of median at
the end of August, as compared to 132
percent of median at this time last year.

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Colorado/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2024/current_co.pdf
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/support/water/SummaryReports/CO/BRes_9_2024.pdf
https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/support/water/SummaryReports/CO/BRes_9_2024.pdf
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Yoy >>> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Observed Fire Danger Class:

Reporting Weather Stationt
Low Very High
Moderate Ml Extreme

High O water

OmmE "

04-Sep-24

{Inv. Dist.” Interp.}
WFAS-MAPS Graphics FIRE BEHAVIOR RESEARCH MISSOULA, MT

Image Caption: Wildland Fire Assessment System Observed Fire Danger

valid Sept 4th, 2024

Link to Latest Fire Restrictions across the state of Colorado

&

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
September 2024

Significant Wildland Fire Potential
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Image Caption: NIFC Monthly Significant Wildland Fire
Potential Outlook valid for September 2024

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado


http://www.coemergency.com/p/fire-bans-danger.html
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://www.wfas.net/images/firedanger/fd_class.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
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& Long-Range Monthly Outlook
T%* " *3‘55 The latest monthly outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Temperature Outlook &

Valid: September 2024
Issued: August 31, 2024

Monthly Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: September 2024
Issued: August 31, 2024
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The CPC Temperature and Precipitation Outlook for the month of September leans to above normal temperatures and below normal

precipitation across south central and southeast Colorado, save for equal chances of above, below and near normal precip across the far SE
Plains.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Pueblo, COloradO


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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e »> The latest seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @ Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @
(\ﬁ\\“‘* Valid: Sep-Oct-Nov 2024
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The CPC outlook for September through November again leans to above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation
across south central and southeast Colorado.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Pueblo, COloradO


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

& Drought Three Month Outlook
T’%* N ,a,"s The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for August 31,
2024-November 30, 2024

e Drought conditions are predicted to

persist and expand across portions of -‘
southeast Colorado through the Fall of

2024 (September-November). | — 1
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Drought Is Predicted To...

Links to the latest: R I
No Drought

Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook Parsmt mprove End Develog
Chanrrale\' Climmata Dradirtinn Cantar imana ranrtacu af Nranaht o I actlindatad- NQ/21/MA

Climate Prediction Center S LD ht Outlook .
TSR HECICION LEMiel oedas0nd. oud S Valid August 31st through November 30th, 2024
National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v Pueblo, Colorado

U.S. Department of Commerce



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/month_drought.png
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

