- Drought Information Statement for

South Central and Southeast Colorado

Valid October 18th, 2024

Issued By: NWS Pueblo, Colorado

Contact Information: nws.pueblo@noaa.gov

A e This product will be updated by November 14th, 2024 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
. : Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/pub/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

Moderate to Severe drought conditions increasing across southeast
Colorado

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements

& U.S. Drought Monitor

v, ”»>  Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Colorado Valid Tuesday October 15th, 2024
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U.S. Drought Monitor
e Drought intensity and Extent

D4 (Exceptional Drought)S\WZa
o  EFIWENEIIGITA 1 N/A.

o D2Severe Drought: Northern portions of Teller
county into northwestern El Paso county, central
portions of Kiowa county into northern portions of
Bent county, central Prowers county and northeastern
Baca county.

o

o D1 Moderate Drought: Teller and El Paso counties,
northeastern portions of Fremont county into NW, SW
and SE Pueblo county, portions of the southeast plains
including Las Animas, Crowley, Otero, Kiowa, Bent,
Prowers and Baca counties.

o DO: Abnormally Dry: Portions of El Paso, Pueblo,
Fremont, Custer, Las Animas, Crowley, Otero, Bent, U.S. Drought Monitor
Kiowa, Prowers, Baca and Chaffee counties.

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 10/15/24
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@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_co_trd.png

e Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

o Drought Worsened: Portions of the
Pikes Peak region and SE plains.

o No Change: Most of south central
Colorado.

o Drought Improved: Portions of Chaffee,
Huerfano, Las Animas and Baca
counties.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Colorado
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Image Caption: Drought Monitor Colorado 4 Week Change Map

valid October 15th, 2024

National Weather Service

Pueblo, Colorado


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_CO_chng_4W.png
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‘& Temperature and Precipitation

Y\ o ”»>  Links to the latest HPRCC Temperature and Precipitation departure from normal for October

K

Departure from Normal Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Precipitation (in)
10/1/2024 - 10/16/2024 10/1/2024 - 10/16/2024

e The month of October thus

i I 5

far has featured well above —
normal temperatures and -
below normal precipitation l
across all of south central ' )
and southeast Colorado.
10/17/2024 ot HPRCC using provisional data NOAA Regional Cimate Centers 024 at HPRCC using provisional dato NOAE Regional Climate Cenle

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v Pueblo, Colorado

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/hprcc/co/MonthTDeptHPRCC-CO.png
https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/hprcc/co/MonthPDeptHPRCC-CO.png
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

s> Links: See/submit

&

***

Hydrologic Impacts
e Stream flows near to well below normal across south central and southeast Colorado

Agricultural Impacts
e Soil moisture deficits increasing across the southeast Plains. (CPC Daily Soil Moisture Ranking)

Fire Hazard Impacts
e \Warmer and drier than normal conditions leading to drying fuels and increased fire danger

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
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&«» Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

[~ «3" Links to Current NRCS Mountain Precipitation and NRCS StreamFlow Forecast (January-June)
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Hednesday, October 16, 2024

e Current 7 day average stream flows are at and below normal
across most of south central and southeast Colorado..

e NRCS data indicates statewide mountain precipitation for
the month of September was at 77 percent of median, as
compared to 78 percent of median at this time last year. This
brings an end to the 2024 Water Year, with statewide
precipitation at 101 percent of median, as compared to 105
percent of median in Water Year 2023.

e Inthe Arkansas basin, September precipitation came in at
123 percent of median, as compared to 114 percent of
median at this time last year. This brings an end to the 2024
Water Year, with Arkansas basin precipitation at 111 percent

of median, as compared to 92 percent of median in WY 2023. i Exolanation - Percentile ciasses
R H =
<10
Low
Muchbelf)w

e Inthe Upper Rio Grande basin, September precipitation 10231 2878 | 7600 250
came in at 116 percent of median, as compared to 99 percent R | N | $50 o
of median at this time last year. This brings an end to the
2024 Water Year, with the Rio Grande basin precipitation at Image Caption: USGS / day average streamflow for Colorado
105 percent of median, as compared to 94 percent of median valid October 16th, 2024
in WY 2023.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce Pueblo, COloradO
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https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/support/water/SummaryReports/CO/BPrecip_10_2024.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/snowClimateMonitoring/snowpack/basinDataReports/
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=co
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CPC data indicates soil moisture at or above
seasonal norms across south central
Colorado with increasing deficits noted
across SE Colorado.

Agricultural and Water Storage Impacts

E X Link to the latest USDA Colorado Crop Progress and Condition Report

NRCS data indicated statewide
Colorado Reservoir Storage was at 93
percent of median at the end of

Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile September’ as _Cor:npared to 101 percent
qel. [, i2oeh of median at this time last year.

e In the Arkansas basin, reservoir storage
was at 112 percent of median at the end
of September, as compared to 112
percent of median at this time last year.

:\rg"“’v e In the Rio Grande basin, reservoir
storage was at 119 percent of median at
the end of September, as compared to
134 percent of median at this time last
year.

Image Caption: CPC Daily Soil Moisture Ranking

valid October 16th, 2024

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado
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U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Colorado/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2024/current_co.pdf
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/support/water/SummaryReports/CO/BRes_10_2024.pdf
https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/support/water/SummaryReports/CO/BRes_10_2024.pdf
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Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Observed Fire Danger Class: 16-Oct-24

o
» Reporting Weather Station (Y
] Low Very High

@ wmoderate M Exrreme
O High O water

{Inv. Dist.” Interp.}
WFAS-MAPS Graphics FIRE BEHAVIOR RESEARCH MISSOULA, MT

Image Caption: Wildland Fire Assessment System Observed Fire Danger

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a

reater
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times ant
significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usu

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
November 2024

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

I Above Normal [ Geographic Area Boundary

[ Below Normal ~ [_] State Boundary
| Normal

than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur.
d intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.
al during forecasted below normal periods,

PPREDICTIVE
SERVICES
Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued October 1, 2024

Next issuance November 1, 2024

valid Oct 16th, 2024

Image Caption: NIFC Monthly Significant Wildland Fire

Link to Latest Fire Restrictions across the state of Colorado

Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

@I National Oceanic and

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado

Potential Outlook valid for November 2024



http://www.coemergency.com/p/fire-bans-danger.html
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://www.wfas.net/images/firedanger/fd_class.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
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- Valid: November 2024
"7, Issued: October 17, 2024
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normal precipitation across south central and southeast Colorado.

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Monthly Precipitation Outlook

Valid: November 2024
Issued: October 17, 2024
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The CPC Temperature and Precipitation Outlook for the month of November leans to above normal temperatures and below

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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Ve, *3‘5\ The latest seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage
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Seasonal Temperature Outlook

Valid: Nov-Dec-Jan 2024-25
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The CPC outlook for November of 2024 through January of 2025 again leans to above normal temperatures and below

normal precipitation across south central and southeast Colorado.
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National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

e Drought conditions are predicted to
persist and expand across south
central and southeast Colorado
through the rest the Fall and into the
early Winter.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

<
“v,..»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

U' S' Seasonal Drought OUtI00k Valid for October 17, 2024 - January 31, 2025
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released October 17, 2024
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Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

Author:
Brad Pugh
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center
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Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

L\ D No drought
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Valid October 17th, 2024 through January 31st, 2025

National Weather Service
Pueblo, Colorado


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/month_drought.png
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

