NWS Pueblo Weather Update
Winter of 2025-2026 Outlook



CPC November Temperature and Precipitation Outlook
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The CPC Temperature and Precipitation Outlook for the month of November leans to above

normal temperatures and equal chances of above, below and near normal precipitation

across south central and southeast Colorado, with a nod to below normal precipitation across

southwest Colorado.




Expected Emergence of La Nina Conditions
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Emergence of La Nina Conditions
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Image courtesy of NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

Typical La Nina pattern through NH Winter

ESNO Conditions
Oceanic Nino Index (ONI)

El Nino =
ONI >= +0.5C

ENSO Neutral =
ONI -0.4C to 0.4C

La Nina =
ONI >= -0.5C



WEAK LA NINA CASES
Temperature Median
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ENSO NEUTRAL CASES
Temperature Median
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In Addition to La Nina, Many Other Factors Come into Play

NAO Negative Mode NAO Positive Mode

North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO)

Stratospheric
Polar Vortex

Tropospheric
Polar Vortex

@

Polar Vortex Sudden Stratospheric Warming Pacific-North American (PNA)

There are many patterns in the atmosphere that combine to give us the weather we experience. Many of these patterns,
including those shown above, occur over the space of days, weeks, or a month or two. These patterns are extremely
difficult to forecast more than a few weeks in advance. This makes the construction of a forecast for an entire season
very challenging.



CPC Outlook for November 2025 - January 2026
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Leans to above normal temperatures and equal chances of above, below and near
normal precipitation across south central and southeast Colorado.




CPC Winter Outlook (December 2025-February 2026)
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Leaning towards warmer and drier than normal conditions across southwestern
Colorado, with equal chances of above, below and near normal temperatures and
precipitation across the rest of south central and southeast Colorado.




CPC Outlook for January - March 2026
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Equal chances of above, below and near normal temperatures and precipitation
across Colorado, save for a slight lean to above normal temperatures across
southwest Colorado.




General Comments and Overview

Weak La Nina early winter, peaking
Nov-Dec-Jan, returning to ENSO Neutral
Jan-Feb-March.

Statistically, warmer and drier SE CO, but
CPC'’s forecast is equal chances of above,
below and near normal temps and precip
this winter across SE CO.

Snow storms and cold snaps will likely occur
this winter, however, the frequency, number
and intensity of these events cannot be
predicted on a seasonal timescale.

Will need to watch PNA/NAO which have
highest correlations wet/dry conditions, as
well as AO for cold intrusions (forecasted
out to 2 weeks).

As La Nina breaks down, MJO pattern may
become more important, which may lead to
atmospheric river events from mid to late
spring.
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