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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE / Warning Coordination and Hazard Awareness Report

MOVING FORWARD

The last issue of the AWARE Report highlighted the need to update our awareness
materials and offered a plea for field personnel to be detailed to Headquarters for up to
6 weeks to assist us in the process. 1 am excited to report that this request generated
considerable interest from both the regional staffs and individual field offices.

The Warning and Preparedness Meteorologist (WPM), Barbara McNaught, from the
Washington, DC, Weather Service Forecast Office (WSFO) joined our staff on April 30
for the first 6-week detail to develop a winter weather awareness package. Ten other
individuals have either been named by their region or have contacted us personally to
offer their services.

Input from the Regional Meteorological Services Divisions made it clear that all of our
materials need to be updated. Given the realities of the budget and the time available
for each visiting WPM, we have elected to focus on the slide sets and brochures with the
intent of providing a package for each hazard. All materials in the package will be linked
together to reinforce the message and provide a coherent product.

Inside this issue are more details on how the awareness packages will be developed and
impressions from Barbara on how the work on winter storms is progressing. Looking
ahead, the WPM from Topeka, Bill Fortune, is scheduled to report in August to develop
the tornado materials.

Finally, many field personnel have contacted us with innovative things they are doing to
advance warning coordination and hazard awareness activities in their local areas.
Accordingly, we have replaced the Warning Coordination and Hazard Awareness Bulletin
Board with a new section titled "Hazard Community Forum™ as a place to highlight these
unique efforts.

This will be your section where you can present your ideas to the entire hazards
community. We encourage all members of the hazards community, including other
Federal, state, and local agencies; emergency managers; local decision makers; and the
media to submit items that can be used by all of us to advance our warning and
preparedness programs.
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HAZARD AWARENESS PROGRAM

Hazard Awareness and Education Packages - wernly

As a first step in our effort to update our awareness materials, we met with the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office of Public Affairs to seek their
support and assistance. By serendipity, one of our meetings included some
representatives from a media consulting firm who gave us their impression of our
materials. Although they were impressed with the content, they stressed that the
brochures, slide sets, videos, and other materials should all be linked together to reinforce
the message we were trying to convey. Similarly, the Director of Public Affairs, Reed
Boatright, encouraged us to develop internally consistent brochure formats that would
present a positive "look” while sending a signal as to the expected content.

With this guidance, we decided to develop hazard awareness and education packages
for each hazard that would contain a slide set, multi-page foid-out brochure, two-
sided flier, and a presenter’s quide. Graphics and photographs from the slide set
would be used in the brochure and flier to reinforce the message and form a coherent
package. In order to ensure continuity, we felt that each visiting WPM should be
responsible for a complete package. WPMs would be selected according to their
expertise on the hazard involved. Obviously, the WPMs would work with the regions to
address all necessary topics.

As we envision the project, each package would be structured as follows.
Slide Set
Each slide set would contain the amount of slides necessary to:

-- identify the hazard,

-- explain the hazard,

-- highlight the impact of the hazard,

-- outline the appropriate warning program for the hazard,

-- indicate how critical information about the hazard can be received,

-- outline the appropriate safety rules, and

-- outline the appropriate preparedness actions to be taken before a hazard
threatens.

Muiti-page Fold-out Brochure

This brochure would address the same points as the slide set. All figures and
pictures used in the brochure would come from the slide set.

The format of the brochure would paraliel the format of such publications as USA
Today. The intent would be to tell much of the story in pictures. Furthermore, each



topic should be easily identified so that users could home in on their particular topics
of interest.

The last page would always contain preparedness actions. This would enable local
communities or sponsors to tailor the page to their local needs and to provide a space
for sponsor logos.

Two-sided flier

This would be a 4- by 10-1/2-inch heavy paper or cardstock flier that would have
safety rules and watch/warning terminology on one side and preparedness actions on
the reverse. A vivid photograph of the hazard would be located at the top front and
would correspond to one of the photographs in the multi-page fold-out brochure.

Having preparedness actions always on the back would encourage local communities
or businesses to tailor that portion for local needs and to provide a location for
sponsor logos. Multi-color printing on glossy cardboard would be encouraged for
heightened appeal.

This flier could be used alone as inserts for national publications, such as Boy's Life,
Yachting, etc. NOAA already has an agreement with Times/Mirror to do this.

This flier would also be handed out to each individual attending an awareness talk
and is especially useful for school children who might wish to take it home and hang
it on their wall or on the family refrigerator.

Presenter’s Guide

Today, our slide sets usually come with a script. This, unfortunately, suggests that
the entire slide set be used verbatim for each presentation. In actuality, slide sets
should be used as a resource of slides from which presentations can be tailored for
different audiences.

Accordingly, a Presenter’s Guide would be developed for each hazard packet which
would attempt to show how the slide set, the fold-out brochure, and the flier could be
used for various audiences.

For example, the Presenter’s Guide for winter storms should highlight:

-- the intent or goal of the hazard package,

-- what slides should be used for various audiences,

-- the significance of each slide, and

-- how the distribution of handouts could be maximized. (In an elementary
school setting, the larger brochure could be left for the teachers and resource
personnel while each child could receive the flier to bring the message home.)



-- Information for emergency managers on additional available materials on
parallel subjects.

-- Information for teachers on additional projects that could weave the theme into
the curriculum.

An Additional Package

Once all of the hazards packets are developed, a two-sided flier would be available
for each hazard. At this time, an additional multi-page fold-out brochure would be
prepared to pull all of the hazard fliers into a multi-hazard awareness package. The
multi-page brochure would briefly state each hazard and would act as a folder to
house all of the fliers.

This package could serve to highlight safety rules and preparedness actions on a
multi-hazard basis without requiring handing out or mailing each of the larger
brochures. This could also be factored into community action plans.

We are extremely excited about this project and intend to keep everyone informed as to
its progress. Whether it is too ambitious for each WPM to tackle one package remains
to be seen. Furthermore, as we get further into this project, we might find that the
suggested formats need to be altered to better represent what we are trying to
communicate. In any event, our goal is to develop a unified concept that will work for all
hazards.

Visiting WPM-Winter Storm Preparedness Materials - McNaught

Several weeks ago, | arrived at Weather Service Headquarter's (WSH) Warning and
Forecast Branch on temporary assignment from the Washington Forecast Office. | was
given my own office, phone, and PC and was rapidly oriented to the office and staff. My
first goal was to review available materials on winter storms and identify the various
aspects of the hazard, such as impacts, safety rules, and preparedness. | contacted
each of the regions to ask for their assistance in obtaining good slides and pictures and
identifying regional concerns and example storms. | am still awaiting regional materials
and am interested in any pictures or ideas people can provide me.

At this stage, | am beginning to pull information together into the various forms in which
it will be presented--flier, brochure, etc. Slides, pictures, and graphs will be identified to
illustrate the various hazard concerns, impacts, safety, and preparedness points. A
graphic artist is prepared to assist with the layout and design of the materials. A draft
version will then be distributed to the regions for review. We hope to have the project
completed, including printing and distribution, before the '91 winter storm season! It is
ambitious, but | think it can be accomplished.

Clearing my schedule from the Washington Forecast Office was not easy, but

management has been very supportive. WSFO Washington is currently staffed to cover
NEXRAD training giving us some slack in the normal operational shift rotation. Since |
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have not left the Washington area, | have handled occasional preparedness activities that
were scheduled prior to my temporary assignment. Others at the office have also helped
by teaching spotter training classes, attending meetings, etc.

Temporary assignment to the Warning and Forecast Branch has been a valuable
experience. In addition to having the opportunity to work on a project with national
impact, you get to see how WSH operates and meet the people at the other end of the
phone line or memorandum. It is a different perspective. | can also provide them with
a field/operational perspective when needed. Also, | am constantly learning of new
resources that will help me perform my preparedness activities.

Meetings with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and The Red
Cross on Preparedness issues - wernly

Starting last April, our branch has been meeting with representatives from FEMA and The
Red Cross concerning how our organizations can work together in support of the hazard
awareness and education program. FEMA has allocated monies to prepare slide sets
and preparedness kits aimed at developing family safety plans. Similarly, The Red Cross
is interested in issuing more preparedness brochures.

Some of the goals of this project are:

-- FEMA would develop a catalogue outlining the materials available from all three
organizations and how they can be obtained.

-- The Red Cross has a contract with a private organization that we can use to
distribute copies of our preparedness videos.

-- FEMA is interested in working with us on the family safety plan preparedness
slide sets and kits that could eventually be made available to our local offices for
their preparedness work.

This is another exciting opportunity that we hope will provide greater support to our
preparedness efforts. We'll keep everyone informed on the progress of this initiative.

Hazard Awareness and Public Schools - Read

On Tuesday, April 30, 1991, 15 health education teachers from the Baltimore, Maryland,
public school district came to WSH for an all-day workshop on disaster preparedness
education. The teachers are planning to incorporate natural hazards preparedness in the
health education curriculum in the future. Barbara McNaught and | presented selected
slide sets, videos, and other preparedness materials. During the last segment of the
workshop, the teachers broke into groups by hazard to develop potential classroom
activities. It was fascinating to see the strategies and concepts that the teachers
developed to incorporate our materials into their curriculum. The teachers will provide us
with a follow-up evaluation of our materials along with suggestions for developing
materials to be used in the classroom.



MODERNIZATION

National Severe Storms Forecast Center Media Workshop - wernly

On March 15 and 16, | represented WSH at the National Severe Storms Forecast
Center's (NSSFC) Media Workshop. This is a workshop for TV weathercasters that
NSSFC puts on every year as a kickoff to the severe weather season. The audience
included top television meteorologists as well as representatives from private
meteorological dissemination companies.

On the first day, | substituted for Lou Boezi by providing a general overview of
modernization as well as an in-depth discussion on the concept of the Area Weather
Update (AWU). Following the discussion, | attempted to poll their feelings on the validity
of an AWU-type product. The concept was received very favorably, especially the idea
of a short-term forecast and the status of current watches and warnings.

On the second day, | led a discussion on how the National Weather Service (NWS)
verifies severe weather warnings and emphasized that the media cannot use pure
verification numbers to assess an office’s warning program. Several case studies were
presented that illustrated how warnings generated from spotter reports saved lives and
gave substantial lead times before striking communities but received low POD (probability
of detection) scores and no lead-time credit because the warning was issued for the
county after the tornado was spotted in the county.

What was particularly striking was that | asked the audience how they thought the
Weather Service performed in each case before | read what the verification scores were.
Literally, the whole audience felt that the warning performance was first rate and were
shocked when they found out what the scores were. At least one TV weathercaster

mentioned that he would do a story on verification and the warning program on his show.

National Hurricane Conference - wWernly

On April 3, Lou Boezi; Al Dreumont, the Area Manager for South Texas; and | led a
discussion on the modernized Weather Service at the National Hurricane Conference in
Miami. The National Hurricane Conference is sponsored by Federal, state, and local
agencies to prepare the entire hazards community for the upcoming hurricane season.
The intent of our briefing was to outline the new technologies that were driving the
modernization and restructuring effort as well as how the modernization would be
implemented.

Major concerns that we attempted to address were: how the new technologies would
perform, what new products would be available, how critical information would be shared
with the hazards community, and how the local office would function during a hypothetical
hurricane threat. As was the case at Kansas City, one of the major discussion points
centered around the AWU and how it would relate to the hurricane local statement.



Concerning the AWU in the hurricane program, the present concept envisions that it will:
-- be issued hourly when the storm begins affecting the WSR-88D coverage area,

and
-- highlight present and short-term (up to 3 hours) effects of the storm.

WARNING AND FORECAST BRANCH INITIATIVES

South Atlantic Tropical Cyclone - Sokich

For the first time ever, a tropical system was observed in the Atlantic Ocean south of the
equator. On April 12, 1991, at 1200Z, the Satellite Analysis Branch (SAB) of the National
Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS) classified a tropical
depression at approximately 7° south latitude and 3° east longitude. The depression
reached a T2 on the Devorak classification scale for tropical systems indicating maximum
wind speeds near 30 knots. The tropical depression had a low-level clockwise cyclonic
circulation and lasted for only 2 days.

East Coast Hurricane Preparedness Tour - Sokich

In preparation for the beginning of the 1991 Atlantic Hurricane season on June 1, one of
the two NOAA P-3 airplanes from the Aircraft Operations Center toured the Atlantic coast
from Maine to Florida. Stops included Portland, Maine; Providence, Rhode Island;
Farmingdale, New York; Atlantic City, New Jersey; Wilmington, Delaware; Norfolk,
Virginia; Myrtle Beach, South Carolina; Savannah, Georgia; and Jacksonville, West Palm
Beach, and Key West, Florida. This whirlwind tour took only 6 days from Sunday, May
19 to Friday, May 241 Let's hope the hurricane season isn’t as active as this tour!

Accompanying Dr. Robert Sheets, Director of the Hurricane Center (NHC), on the NOAA
P3 Aircraft was Dr. Susan Zevin, Eastern Region Director, as well as Reed Boatright from
NOAA Public Affairs; Miles Lawrence and Herb Lieb from NHC; Mac MclLaughlin,
Southern Region Headquarters; and Richard Strome, Director, FEMA Region |, and Bill
Massey, FEMA Region 4.

Tornado Symposium lil, April 2-5, 1991, Norman, Oklahoma - Read

Tornado Symposium IlI, in honor of Dr. T. T. Fujita, was a resounding success. About
three hundred people attended the Symposium, including some 30 NWS meteorologists.
The ambitious program included sessions on modelling and theory, observations,
detection and warning, climatology, hazard assessment, preparedness and mitigation,
structural engineering, and forecasting of tornadoes. In addition, workshops on warning
and preparedness and tornado modelling were conducted to conclude the Symposium.
The many excellent presentations stimulated considerable after-hours discussions among
participants.



Tours of the Norman NWS Forecast Office, the WSR-88D Operational Support Facility,
and the National Severe Storms Laboratory were conducted the first evening. The
increasingly popular (and spectacular) informal storm video and slide session was held
Wednesday evening and ran until midnight. A banquet honoring Dr. Fujita was held
Thursday evening. As always, Dr. Fujita gave a fascinating talk on his life work studying
tornadoes.

The sponsors of the Symposium are preparing a post-print volume which will include
refereed papers. As such, the volume will take some time to prepare and publish and is
expected to be finished this coming winter. Copies of the volume will be provided to each
NWS forecast office.

Disaster Survey for the Kansas/Oklahoma Tornadoes - Sokich

On April 26, 1991, killer tornados struck south-central and southeastern Kansas. A NOAA
Disaster Survey Team was assembled to assess the performance of the warning
program. The survey includes an assessment of the entire hazards community actions
during the event. A NOAA disaster survey is conducted whenever there is major loss of
life or extensive property damage/loss due to natural hazards. This team included:

Team Leader, Helen Wood, Director, Office of Satellite Data Processing, NESDIS
"Mac" McLaughlin, Southern Region Headquarters

Lynn Maximuk, Central Region Headquarters

Al Wheeler, MIC, WSFO Portland, Maine

Dave Imy, Operational Support Facility, Norman, Oklahoma

John Sokich, WSH

Steve Zubrick, WSH

Dr. Chris Adams, Consultant, Colorado State University

"Bud" Littin, NOAA Public Affairs.

Team members assembled in Kansas City, Kansas, to discuss the itinerary which
included stops at NSSFC in Kansas City; Topeka, Kansas, WSFO; and Wichita, Kansas,
WSO. Upon completion of the field survey, the team’s preliminary findings were briefed
to the Kansas Congressional Delegation on Thursday, May 9. A final report on this
disaster will be completed and distributed to all NWS offices in the coming months.

Use of Power Company Data to Pinpoint Timing of Tornadoes - Read

Mac McLaughlin, a member of the NOAA Disaster Survey Team assessing the April 26,
1991, Wichita tornado, suggested the team contact the local electric company for the
times when their lines went down. While in Wichita, Steve Zubrick, also on the NOAA
Disaster Survey Team, visited the Kansas Gas and Electric Company and has produced
some information that reminded us of a good resource for data following a tornado. They
provided him with a map showing time and location of down power transmission lines.
Steve estimates the data are accurate within 10 seconds at locating the tornado. WPMs
may want to contact major utilities in their area to set up procedures to get similar data
after an event--or in near real-time if possible.



NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) - Berger

The Winter 1990/91 issue of AWARE had an article describing the NWR Specific Area
Message Encoder (WRSAME). To recap, WRSAME is a device connected to a standard
NWR program console that puts a special code at the beginning and end of selected
messages broadcast over NWR. The code specifies the type of message and area (by
county) that the message applies to. This provides any users with a decoding device
within listening range of the NWR signal the ability to choose which site-specific
hazardous weather messages will automatically interrupt their normal programming.

Users of WRSAME may include radio and television stations, schools, cable companies,
and others. In addition, the Federal Communications Commission, in studying possible
equipment upgrades of the Emergency Broadcast System, is investigating use of
WRSAME.

The Hollyanne Corporation has designed a Safety Alert Monitor (SAM) system for use
within cable television systems which can be automatically activated by WRSAME. The
SAM system consists of home receivers and a controller which is installed at the cable
company’s transmission facility. The SAM receiver operates independently of the cable
subscriber’s TV set. In fact, the receiver can operate even when no television is present
in the home.

Franchise agreements have been recently signed between a number of municipalities and
cable companies requiring installation of the SAM system tied to the WRSAME equipment
at the local NWR station. At NWR stations not already having WRSAME, Hollyanne has
installed the equipment at no charge to the NWS. SAM is already in use in nine cities
in eastern Nebraska, and is coming on line in two cities in southwest Nebraska (Grant
and Imperial) and in Provo, Utah. Interest in SAM has been high in other areas, such as
Pennsylvania, northern lllinois, and southern Kansas. Hollyanne has noted increased
interest since recent tornado disasters.

Branch Personnel Change - wernly

Special Program Meteorologist, Gaudencio (Gody) Rivera, has assumed a comparable
position for the entire Operations Division of the Office of Meteorology and is now on the
staff of the Division Chief, Jim Travers. Gody did a lot of work for OM11 over the past
year and a half by tracking national significant weather events, assisting in the Hurricane
Watch Office, and organizing NWS participation in such activities as Public Service
Recognition Week on the Mall in Washington, DC. He has also assisted us in preparing
the NOAA Strategic Plan, Earth Day festivities, and the NWS Science and History
Museum.

In his new position, Gody will be of even greater assistance by being able to support
special projects for each branch in the Operations Division. Of course, he will continue
his support to OM11 in significant weather event tracking, responding to public requests,
and manning the Hurricane Watch Office. We all wish Gody continued success in his
new positionl
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Update on_ Weather Service Operations Manual (WSOM) Chapters - Becker/

Berger/Sokich

The following is a status report for each of the Warning and Forecast Branch’s WSOM

chapters.

WSOM CHAPTERS

C-10, State and Extended Forecasts

C-11, Zone and Local Forecasts
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STATUS

The NWS regions have basically agreed
with the Warning and Forecast Branch’s
initiative to package together the State
Forecasts (SFP) and Extended Forecasts
(EFP). We all agree this will provide a
better service to users at very little workload
or resources cost to the NWS. This and
other changes will be folded into a revised
draft C-10 we hope to have ready for field
review by this fall.

Appendix A, Zone Forecast Area Maps, to
C-11 is being revised. The effective date of
implementation is August 1, 1991. Many
zone forecast changes have occurred since
the last issuance in 1987. Primary among
them are Michigan and Wyoming. The
WSFO at Ann Arbor is already
experimenting with the flexibility of the "one
county-one zone" configuration in Michigan
where county-sized zones are used as
building blocks to provide combinations of
small zones that best reflects the
mesoscale, or short-term, forecast scenario.

A similar experiment will take place in
Wyoming starting in October.  There,
because of terrain features and large county
sizes, sub-county zones will be used.
Although the Appendix will be operational in
August, the included new Wyoming zone
map will not become operational until
October 1. We will send Family of Services
and other national users the new Appendix.
We will make it clear, however, that users
should continue using the Wyoming zone
areas from the last Appendix (1987 version)
until the new Wyoming version becomes
official.



WSOM CHAPTERS

C-20, National Public Weather Products

C-21, Local and Regionai Statements,
Summaries, and Tables

C-41, Hurricane Warnings

C-42, Winter Weather Warnings

C-44, Non-Precipitation Weather Hazards

C-49, Warning Coordination and Hazard
Awareness Program

C-64, NOAA Weather Radio Program
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STATUS

The entire chapter is being revised to reflect
the latest operational procedures. This is
mainly a record keeping effort with no major
policy issues to resolve. A draft should be
ready for field review early this summer.

This entire chapter is also being revised to
reflect the latest operational procedures.
This is mainly a record-keeping effort with
few policy issues to resolve. Some NWS
product users have told us they would like
more standardization of climatological
reports. The draft chapter will strongly
recommend standardized formats very
similar to those planned in the future when
composition of the reports will be automated.

Revised pages are being printed. An
advanced copy has been sent to the regions
and subsequently redistributed to coastal
WSFOs and WSOs in the Southern and
Eastern Regions. Pages from the printer
should arrive in July.

Field reviews have been received and a
second draft is being prepared.  Still
shooting for this chapter to be released for
the '91-92 winter season which begins in
September.

Field reviews have been received and a
second draft is being prepared. Aiming for
a late August release.

This revised chapter has been reviewed by
the field and the employees union. The
chapter is now being reviewed by the NWS
Executive Affairs section. Official issuance
should occur by early or mid-summer.

This revised chapter is undergoing final
review by the Deputy Assistant
Administrator's office.  Official issuance
should occur in June.



=

INTERNATIONAL DECADE FOR NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION -

Ed Gross, Chief, Constituent Affairs and Industrial Meteorology

Decade of
Natural
Disaster
Reduction

The Federal plan for the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR) is
in the final phases of completion. The plan now titled "Hazard-Proofing the Nation--
Strategy to Reduce Natural Disasters” is being completed and will be presented to the
Committee of Earth and Environment Sciences of the President’s Office of Science and
Technology Policy. Once approved at this level, the plan will be distributed both
domestically and internationally and the next phase--implementation of the Decade--will
get underway.

As has been reported earlier, Mrs. Marilyn Quayle has been an active participant in the
Decade. She was recently appointed as the U.S. representative to a United Nations high
level committee on the Decade. On April 24, 1991, Mrs. Quayle was briefed by members
of the Federal subcommittee on the Federal plan and expressed her strong support for
our activities.

On the international scene, the first session of the IDNDR Scientific and Technical
Committee (STC) was held in Bonn, Germany, March 4-8, 1991. Here is the summary
report.

The first session of the Scientific and Technical Committee for the International Decade
for National Disaster Reduction was a very productive event. Agreement was reached
on specific targets for the Decade, on the scope and framework of a Decade program,
on means of stimulating National Committees and other participants, on an information
strategy, and on a dozen international demonstration projects to launch the Decade’s
technical activities. The STC also attached importance to dealing with natural disasters
as an integral part of national development plans, and in a coherent manner with
environmental issues. These conclusions of the STC will be put forward as
recommendations to the U.N. Secretary General later in the year, along with further
proposals agreed upon at the STC second meseting, September 16-20, 1991.

As targets for the Decade, the Committee adopted the following.

By the year 2000, all countries, some through regional arrangements, should have in
place, as part of their plans to achieve sustainable development:

1. National assessments of risks of populations to various types of disasters (e.g.,
floods, droughts, earthquakes, tropical cyclones, voicanoes, landslides, etc.).

2. National and/or local prevention and preparedness plans.

3. Access to global, regional, national and local warning systems.
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Procedures for evaluating progress towards these targets were also agreed.

As an acronym to describe the overail program, the STC adopted Hazard PREEMPT
(Prevention, REduction, Environmental safeguarding, Mitigation, Program, and Targets).
From experience in a few countries, it is estimated that achieving such targets could
reduce losses of life by more than 50 percent and damages in the short-term could be
reduced by from 10-40 percent, depending on the nature of the hazard. Present global
losses have been estimated by the World Bank as being in the range of 250,000 deaths
per year and $40 billion in damages. In addition, the longer lasting economic effects of
a single major disaster can set back economic progress by as much as 5 years in some
developing countries. One recommendation of the Committee is for an urgent effort to
quantify more accurately the economic losses due to disasters and the benefits of
disaster reduction programs.

The Framework Program that was adopted has seven major categories of technical
projects, and three key supporting activities: (1) education, training, and public
information; (2) transfer of technology; and (3) research on technology and policy.
Projects will be conducted at global, regional, national, and local levels. The Committee
decided not to adopt an activity structure based on types of disasters (floods,
earthquakes, tropical storms, droughts, volcanoes, etc.), but on the activities which are
common to all types of natural disasters.

Criteria for determining whether projects fit within the framework of the Decade were also
adopted. The main criterion is that projects must be designed to lead to reduction of
impact of disasters and must contribute to achieving the specific targets of the Decade.
In addition, a number of desirable criteria, such as cost-effectiveness, contribution to self-
reliance in developing countries, advances in science, and engineering and their
applications, etc., were recognized.

The Committee adopted an Information Strateqgy for the Decade involving use of the
public media, and the Newsletter, improvement of information exchange and means to
achieve a major impact from IDNDR Day 1991 (October 9). IDNDR Day 1991 will focus
on the theme: "National Disasters: Development: Environment--A Common
Commitment” to emphasize the need for all countries to incorporate disaster
preparedness in national development plans, and the close linkages between natural
disasters and environmental issues, such as deforestation, decertification, global warming,
and so on.

Active National Committees. Some 77 National Committees had been formed, or focal
points designated, as of March 11, 1991. Among the proposals approved, subject to
funding availability, were the holding of regional conferences of representatives of
National Committees, and a global conference in late 1993 or in 1994. Steps to involve
more actively the private sector, including the insurance industry, international
nongovernmental organizations, such as the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies, as well as organizations of the U.N. system were also endorsed.
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