


May 2021 Climate Summary
May was characterized by below normal temperatures across the region, with departures generally ranging from 2-4 
degrees below normal. Precipitation totals varied, with well below normal precipitation (approximately 25-75% of 
normal) seen in general across the area, with the one major exception being across a small portion of Northern West 
Virginia where more rain fell throughout May, allowing for some locations to be slightly above normal for the month. 
The month was also characterized by an abnormal lack of severe weather, with not one severe thunderstorm or 
tornado warning being issued throughout the entirety of the month. As istypical, May did not feature any snow for 
most areas, but some higher mountain elevations did see some light snowfall early in the morning on May 8th. The
seasonalsnowfallfor 2020-2021endedwith a good portion of the area being below normal. 

May began rather pleasant and quite across the area, but this would not last long. Back-to-back systems would start 
affecting the region beginning late on May 2nd, continuing through May 5th. While there was luckily no severe 
thunderstorms associated with these systems, several rounds of rainfall, heavy at times in spots, did lead to some 
isolated flooding and flash flooding. 

Following the passage of these systems, the region would experience much cooler temperatures (well below normal 
at times) for an extended period through mid-month, with frost/freeze conditions on several mornings for parts of 
the area, and even a bit of light snow during the early morning hours of May 8th across portionsof the higher 
elevations in the mountains. This period would also feature boutsof showers from time to time as disturbances
movedthroughthe region, with the most noteworthy occurring on May 9-10th as low pressure moved north of the 
area resulting in showers and gusty winds of over 50 mph in spots. This did cause some tree damage in parts of the 
area. While our region was on the warmsideof the system,someaccumulating snow did occur on the north side of 
the system across portions of the southern Great Lakes region. 



May 2021 Climate Summary (Continued) 
The region would see a transition back to much warmer weather starting May 18th until Memorial Day weekend, 
with temperatures rebounding to above normal values throughout this period. This period by and large featured dry 
and tranquil weather. There were some scattered showers and isolated storms that produced locally heavy rainfall, 
but most of this activity was on the light side, with no severe weather or flooding reported. Windgustsof 30-40 mph 
did occur across the area on May 26th in advance of a cold front.

Widespreadunsettled weather in the form of showers and scattered storms would return to the region on the 
morning of May 28th courtesy of approaching low pressure. While no severe weather occurred, heavy rainfall did 
across parts of the area. ForŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ нΦтфέ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ р ƳƛƭŜǎ ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ IŀƳƭƛƴΣ ²±Φ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ōƻǘƘ 
Clarksburg and Elkins broke their daily maximum rainfall recordsfor May 28th. A cold front associated with this 
system would move through during the morning hours of May 29th, providing for an extremely chilly and damp start 
to the Memorial Day weekend, with pleasant weather returning for Memorial Day.

Event summaries for noteworthy events will be provided, along with temperature/precipitation departures for May. 
Arecord events list for the month of May, as well as temperature/precipitation outlooks are also included. In 
addition, temperature/precipitation statistics for meteorological spring will also be included in this edition. 



May 2021 Average Temperature/Departure

Temperatures were below normal areawide, generally ranging from 2-4 degrees below normal (depending on 
location) for most of the region. 


