- Drought Information Statement for
Western Washington

Valid July 17, 2025
Issued By: NWS Seattle, WA

Contact Information:

S e e This product will be updated by August 15, 2025 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
. : e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/sew/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

e Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

STATE OF WASHINGTON DROUGHT EMERGENCY CONTINUES FOR
PARTS OF WESTERN WASHINGTON (see link)

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/sew/DroughtInformationStatement
https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates?dews_region=134&state=176&date[min]=03%2F01%2F2023&date[max]=04%2F19%2F2024
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2025/june-5-drought

& U.S. Drought Monitor

NI
v, ”»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for [region]

U.S. Drought Monitor

e Drought intensity and Extent
o D2(Severe Drought). WA Cascades, and
lowlands west of the I-5 corridor

o D1 (Moderate Drought):foothills of Whatcom
and Skagit counties, Puget Sound west of I-5
and the Olympic Peninsul

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): small pocket of western
Whatcom and Skagit counties

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 07/15/25

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
V P Seattle, Washington

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png

S, . .
3> Link to the latest 4-week change map for western Washington

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Washington

4 Week

Four Week Drought Monitor Class
Change.

Drought worsened across much of
western Washington

droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Seattle, Washington



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoSEW_chng_4W.png
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é Precipitation

re»> Last 30, 120 days

o

30-Day Precipitation: Percent of PRISM Normal
NWPS 30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (inches)

e \Western Washington
received less
precipitation than
normal in the last 30
days

e Parts of the area only
got 25% to 75% of
normal, and locally
less than 25%

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions

Inches of Precipitation _

0% 25% 50% 5% 100%
0 001 05 1 2
———————— 150% 200% 300%
: e . o Source(s): National Weather Service National Water Prediction Service; Data Valid: 07/16/25
Source(s): National Weather Service National Water Prediction Service; Data Valid: 07/15/25 image courtesy of Drought.gov

image courtesy of Drought.gov
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit
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Hydrologic Impacts
Water supply outlook is for mostly below normal to well below normal (NWS NWRFC)

°
Streamflow is largely below to much below normal (USGS)

Agricultural Impacts
Soil moisture is below normal
Crop Moisture Index is below normal (CPC)

Fire Hazard Impacts
Increased fire danger conditions, greater than normal wildfire potential (NIEC)
Various burn bans in effect (WADNR)

Other Impacts
e Washington State Declared Drought Emergency for western Washington
Clallam Bay/Seiku and Island View water systems were under stage 3 and stage 4 drought alerts. Water

[ ]
may need to be trucked in Drought Impact Reporter

Mitigation Actions
Please refer to your local municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information
National Weather Service
Seattle, Washington

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/index.html?version=20190313v1
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=wa
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/palmer/CMI.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
https://fortress.wa.gov/dnr/protection/firedanger/
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2025/june-5-drought
https://moderator.droughtreporter.unl.edu/RSSfeed/ImpactView/60240

V&?
< o
= m
=) =
w S
v, N
s )
2wt

° Natural water volume forecasts were much below
e  Streamflow is largely below to much below normal normal

Search
Hednesday, July 16, 2025 Enter NWS ID.

Map Overlays

& NwiRFC Baundary
[ NwRFC Basins
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[FESP Natural Forecan— |
© Naturai Stsuz

© Natural % of Normal
O Rank (ASC)

O Rank (0ESC)

O Excoedance (%)
© Percensie (%)

O Runoff Status
© Runoff % of Normal

ESP Natural Forecast

Stations Displayed: 91

Natural Links
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https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/index.html?version=20190313v1
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=170&elements=&networks=!&states=!&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=false&stationLabels=parameter&overlays=&hucOverlays=2&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,elements,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=basinstation&basinType=8&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=1&dayPart=E&year=2025&month=6&day=12&monthPart=E&forecastPubMonth=1&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&lat=47.680&lon=-120.418&zoom=8.0

Agricultural Impacts

Soil Moisture below normal for much of the area, ranking in the

driest 10 percentile

Crop moisture Index deficits from much of western WA

Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
JUL 16, 2025

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile

Crop Moisture Index w
Value for the July 6 - 12, 2025 v

Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND.

END OF THE GROWING SEASON. Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS

OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS Below -3 1to1.9
WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW

SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING 29t02  2t02.9
BELOW ABOUT 55F.IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)

DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. -1.9to 1 M Above 3

-0.9to .9

National Weather Service
Seattle, Washington
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s> Link to

Western

Fire Hazard Impacts

Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Washington has

above normal

wildland

potential through
September

This site provides current information about wildfire
danger in Washington, as well as restrictions applying to

outdoor buming conducted on DNR-protected
forestlands throughout Washington.

Listed burning restrictions become a requirement of
your DNR bum permit and also apply to DNR rule
burning (WAC 332-24-205) that does not require a
permit. Always contact your local fire and air quality

H ig h to ve ry H ig h authorities before lighting any outdoor fire

wildfire danger
throughout
western WA; burn
bans in effect

Click on your location for fire danger and burning
restrictions for DNR-regulated outdoor burning.

Burn Bans

{7 Rule Burns ere benned

Ry, Rule and Permit Burns are benned

= Rule, Permit and Recreation Burns are banned
]'] Other Combination, described

™ No burn ben in effect

Wildfire Danger

. Extreme
. Very High
\ High

I\ Moderate

& Fire Danger and Outdoor Burning

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
August 2025

£

Puerto Rico

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

M Above Normal [ State Boundary

| [ Below Normal [ Geographic Area Boundary
S Normal

SERVICES

Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued July 1, 2025

Next issuance August 1, 2025

| Predictive Services Area Boundary

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Seattle, Washington


https://fortress.wa.gov/dnr/protection/firedanger/
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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‘& Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for July 17,
2025-July 24, 2025

e Lightrainfall is forecast for western
Washington over the coming 7 days
o Less than a tenth of an inch for
most areas
o Half and inch or less for the
mountains of for north
Cascades

e Lessthan 25%-50% average for the
period except north Cascades

1 ( 11 I

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 07/17/25

courtesv of Drousht.sov

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
v Seattle, Washington

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif
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e Outlook for August
through October
e Even odds of greater
than, less than, or
normal
e Greater odds (50%) of

&

above normal
temperatures on
average

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Long-Range Outlooks

Seasonal (3-Month) Precipitation Outlook for August 1,
2025-October 31, 2025

g S I

Probability of Below-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Precipitation

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%
Probability of Near-Normal Precipitation
33% 40% 50%

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 07/17/25

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Temperature Outlook for August 1,
2025-October 31, 2025

Probability of Below-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90% 100%

Probability of Above-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50% 60% 0% 80% 90%

Probability of Near-Normal Temperatures

33% 40% 50%
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 07/17/25

National Weather Service
Seattle, Washington



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

@ Drought Outlook
T"’4'* N ,a,"s The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

2025-October 31, 2025

e Drought expected to persist or worsen for
western WA

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

Drought Is Predicted To...
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

