- Drought Information Statement for
Western Washington

Valid August 15, 2025
Issued By: NWS Seattle, WA

Contact Information:

S e e This product will be updated by Sep 15, 2025 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
. : Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/sew/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

STATE OF WASHINGTON DECLARES NEARLY STATEWIDE DROUGHT
EMERGENCY (see link)

Low precipitation; low water supply outlook; dry weather are the main
reasons

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/sew/DroughtInformationStatement
https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates?dews_region=134&state=176&date[min]=03%2F01%2F2023&date[max]=04%2F19%2F2024
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2024-news-stories/april-16-drought-declaration
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2024-news-stories/april-16-drought-declaration

& U.S. Drought Monitor
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2> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for western Washington
U.S. Drought Monitor
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e Drought intensity and Extent
o DPEFRMEUEIICILLY): Central and northern

Cascades near the crest.

o D2(Severe Drought): North coast, strait of
Juan de Fuca, Cascades, Puget Sound area.

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Western Whatcom,
Skagit and San Juan counties, central coast,
Olympics, SW Washington.
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U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 08/12/25

National Weather Service

@ National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
N Seattle, WA

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfosew_cat.png
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Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
o Drought worsened over portions of the

darea

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

»> Link to the latest 4-week change map for western Washington

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Washington
4 Week

August 12, 2025
compared to
July 15, 2025

droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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B 5 Class Degradation
I 4 Class Degradation
[ 3 Class Degradation
[] 2 Class Degradation
[ 1 Class Degradation
[ No Change

[ 1 class improvement
[ 2 Class Improvement
I 3 Class Improvement
B 4 Ciass Improvement

I 5 Ciass improvement

National Weather Service
Seattle, WA



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoSEW_chng_4W.png
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e Despite wetting
rains over the past
30 days, western NWPS 30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (inches) @@ A
WA has
experienced
below normal
precipitation
compared to
normal

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Inches of Precipitation
Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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Source(s): National Weather Service National Water Prediction Service 100% 150% 200% 300%

Data Valid: 08/13/25 Drought.gOV Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 08/14/25

image courtesy of Drought.gov
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit
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Hydrologic Impacts
Water supply outlook is for mostly below normal to well below normal (NWS NWRFC)

°
Streamflow is largely below to much below normal (USGS)

Agricultural Impacts
Soil moisture is below normal
Crop Moisture Index is below normal (CPC)

Fire Hazard Impacts
Increased fire danger conditions, greater than normal wildfire potential (NIEC)
Various burn bans in effect (WADNR)

Other Impacts
e Washington State Declared Drought Emergency for western Washington
Clallam Bay/Seiku and Island View water systems were under stage 3 and stage 4 drought alerts. Water

[ ]
may need to be trucked in Drought Impact Reporter

Mitigation Actions
Please refer to your local municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information
National Weather Service
Seattle, Washington

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/index.html?version=20190313v1
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=wa
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/palmer/CMI.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/month2_outlook.png
https://fortress.wa.gov/dnr/protection/firedanger/
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2025/june-5-drought
https://moderator.droughtreporter.unl.edu/RSSfeed/ImpactView/60240

Thursday, August 14, 2025

e  Streamflows over the past 28
days are mostly below
normal to much below
normal

Low

<10 10-24 | 25-75 | 76-90 >80 .
1 High |NoData

Below Above |Much above
Mtﬁg%f’ ™ normal Normal normal normal

Figure Caption: USGS 28 day streamflows for Washington

U.S. Department of Commerce

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

National Weather Service
Seattle, WA


https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa28d_nwc&st=wa
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Fire Hazard Impacts

Yoy >>> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

e \Western
Washington has
above normal
wildland fire
potential through
summer

e High to Very High
wildfire danger
throughout
western WA, burn
bans in effect

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

& Fire Danger and Outdoor Burning

This site provides current information about wildfire

danger in Washington, as well as restrictions applying to
outdoor buming conducted on DNR-protected
forestlands throughout Washington.

Listed burning restrictions become a requirement of
your DNR bum permit and also apply to DNR rule
burning (WAC 332-24-205) that does not require a
permit. Always contact your local fire and air quality
authorities before lighting any outdoor fire

Click on your location for fire danger and burning
restrictions for DNR-regulated outdoor burning.

Burn Bans

v b

17 Rule Burns ere banned

Yy Rule and Permit Burs ere banned

E Rule, Permit and Recrestion Burns sre banned
[Ty Other Combinetion, described

[™ Noburn ban in effect

Wildfire Danger

- Extreme
I Very High
B Moderate

Image caption: Latest DNR Burn Ban map
available here.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

I #bove Normal [ State Boundary
[ Below Normal L) Geographic Area Boundary
["] Normal ] Predictive Services Area Boundary

ti

al Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Tssued August 1, 2025

Next issuance September 1, 2025

Image Caption: Significant Wildland Fire
Potential Monthly Outlook for September

2025

National Weather Service
Seattle, WA


https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/month1_outlook.png
https://fortress.wa.gov/dnr/protection/firedanger/
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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e Significant rainfall is forecast in
western Washington over the
coming week

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF

Valid 12Z Fri Aug 15 2025
Thru 12Z Fri Aug 22 2025
Issued: 1023Z Fri Aug 15 2025
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC

Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast valid
August 15-22, 2025 with most precipitation falling on August 15-16th

National Weather Service

@ National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
N Seattle, WA

U.S. Department of Commerce


https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif
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»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: Aug-Sep-Oct 2025
Issued: July 17, 2025

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @

Valid: Aug-Sep-Oct 2025
. Issued: July 17, 2025

Odds lean toward above
normal temperatures on
average through the
month of October
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Image Captions:

Left - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Temperature QOutlook.

Right - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Precipitation Outlook.

Valid Aug through Oct 2025
thionalhoqeirgc ?n_dt ; National Weather Service

mospheric ministration

U.S. Department of Commerce Seattl.e, WA



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
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Yoy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

e Drought expected to persist across
western Washington

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Valid for August 1 - October 31, 2025
Released July 31, 2025

Consistency adjustment

based on Monthly ?
Drought Outlook for /\K)
August 2025 {\; {
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Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

Author:
Brad Pugh
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center
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Seattle, WA
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

